
The Draught of a Proclamation in the Year
1563, relating to Perfons making Portraits of Queen
Elizabeth. From the Original in the Paper Office,
in the Hand-writing of Secretary Cecil, with his
CorreStionS) and amo?ig his Papers: Communicated
by Sir Jofeph Ayloffe, Bart,

Read at the SOCIETY of ANTIQUARIES, Feb. 23, 176̂ 8.

Orafmuch as thrugh the natural defire that all forts of
fubje<5ts and people, both noble and mean, have to procure

the portrait and picture of the Queen's Majeftie, great nomber of
Paynters, and fome Printers and gravers, have alredy, and doe
dayly attempt to make in divers manners portraietures of hir
Majeftie in paynting, graving, and prynting, wherein is evidently
ihewn that hytherto none hath fufficiently expreffed the naturall
reprefentation of hir Majefties perfbn^ favor, or grace, but for the
moft part have alfb erred therein, as thereof dayly complaints
are made amongft hir Majefties loving fubjects, in fo much
that for redrefs hereof hir Majeftie hath lately bene fo inftantly
and fo importunately fued unto by the Lords of hir Confell
and others of hir nobility, in refpect of the great diforder
herein ufed, not only to be content that fome fpeciall coning
payntor might be permitted by accefs to hir Majeftie to take the
natural reprefentation of hir Majeftie whereof fhe hath bene
allwife of her own right difpoiitlon very unwillyng, but alfo to
prohibit all manner of other perfons to draw, paynt, grave, or
pourtrayet hir Majefties perfonage or viiage for a time, untill by
fome perfect patron and example the fame may be by others
followed.

Voi».IL Z T H E R -

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 07 Oct 2018 at 23:26:05, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900017100

https://www.cambridge.org/core
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900017100


170 Proclamation relating to the Portraits of Queen Elizabeth.

THERFOR hir Majeftie, being herein as it were overcome with
the contynuall requefts of fo many of hir Nobility and Lords,
•whom Hie cannot well deny, is pleafed that for their contentations,
fome coning perfon mete therefor, fliall Ihortly make a pourtraid
of hir perfon or vifage to be participated to others for fatisfac-
tion of hir loving fubje&s, and furdermore commandeth all man-
ner of perfons in the mean tyme to forbear from paynting,
graving, printing, or making of any pourtraicl: of hir Majeftie,
until fome fpeciall perfon that ihall be by hir allowed mall have
firft finifhed a pourtrai&ure thereof, after which fyniflied, hir
Majeftie will be content that all other painters, printers, or gra-
vers, that fhall be known men of understanding, and fo thereto
licenfed by the hed officers of the plaices where they fhall dwell
(as reafon it is that every perfon fliould not without .confidera-
tion attempt the fame) fliall and maye at their pleafures follow
the fayd patron or firft portraiture. And for that hir Majeftie
perceiveth that a grete nomber of hir loving fubjecls are much
greved and take great offence with the errors and deformities all-
redy committed by fonclry perfons in this behalf, flie ftraitly
chargeth all hir officers and minifters to fee to the due obferva-
tion hereof, and as foon as may be to reform the errors already
committed, and in the mean tyme to forbydd and prohibit the
fliewing or publication of fuch as are apparently deformed, until
! hey may be reformed which are reformable.
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