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Who we are

Support and Training

Supporting regional and national repository initiatives 
and promoting the repository manager profession, we 
prepare

1. Online workshops & training events
2. Useful reading for repository managers
3. National Helpdesks

Confederation of Open Access Repositories

Contact
Executive Director: Kathleen Shearer 

COAR e. V. Office:
Katharina Müller
c/o Göttingen State and University Library
Platz der Göttinger Sieben 1
37073 Göttingen
Germany
Tel.: +49-551-39 22215
Fax: +49-551-39 5222

office@coar-repositories.org
www.coar-repositories.org

Facebook: COAR-members
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Interested? 
Read our quarterly newsletter on
www.coar-repositories.org

Open Access Agreements and Licenses Task Force

The multi-stakeholder Task Force initiated and supported 
by COAR, with members representing a number of dif-
ferent types of organizations (libraries, licensing agencies, 
library associations, and open access groups) has a com-
mon interest in promoting sustainable and effective practi-
ces for Open Access.

The Confederation of Open Access Repositories is a young, fast growing association of Open Access 
repository initiatives and networks, uniting and representing over 100 institutions worldwide (Europe, 
Asia, Latin and Northern  America). Our mission is to facilitate greater visibility and application 
of research through a global network of Open Access repositories, based on interoperability and 
international cooperation.

Through its member institutions, COAR is working towards the development of a global Open Access 
repository community of practice from across institutions, countries, regions and disciplines. Our 
vision is a global knowledge infrastructure of networking Open Access repositories.

Why to join COAR 
•	 Premium access to practitioners in their field

•	 Significant cost and time savings because of redu-
ced staff effort at institutional, national and regional level, 
e.g. for system & technology market analysis, implementati-
on advice etc.

•	 Knowledge sharing events such as COAR Forums/
Seminars („member-only“), internationally and in your re-
gion

•	 Target group-specific, intense and fruitful exchange of 
experiences from around the world

•	 The opportunity to participate and contribute to  
activities through COAR Working Groups in an in-
ternational environment with the best practitioners

•	 Staying at the front of OA repositories develop-
ments with international initiatives such as the License 
Task Force or the COAR Repository Observatory

•	 Individual Helpdesk/Mentoring Services e.g. if you 
want to install a repository system or a new service (e.g. 
statistics), practitioners will support you

•	 Selected sponsorships of COAR meetings and start-
up sponsorship for developing regions

•	 Participation in setting up COAR Studies, Road-
maps, etc. to advance OA repository developments

COAR Members
•	Association for Learning Technology (ALT), GB
•	Blekinge Institute of Technology, Library, SE
•	Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL), CA
•	Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), FR
•	National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), CN
•	Current Research Information System In Norway (CRIStin), NO
•	Chalmers University of Technology, SE
•	Comisión Nacional de Investigación Científica y Tecnológica       
(CONICYT), CL
•	Consejeria de Economía, Innovación y Ciencia, Junta de Andalucia, ES
•	Coalition for Networked Information (CNI), US
•	Italian National Research Council (CNR), Institute of 
Information Science and Technologies, IT
•	Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología (CONACYT), MX
•	Consejo Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Tecnológica 
(CONCYTEC), PE
•	Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas (CISC), ES
•	Consorcio Madroño, ES
•	Cooperación Latino Americana de Redes Avanzadas (CLARA), UY
•	Cornell University Library, US
•	Denmarks’s Electronic Research Library (DEFF) on behalf of the  
Danish Agency for Libraries and Media, DK
•	Departamento Administrativo de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación 
(COLCIENCIAS), CO
•	Digital Repository Federation Japan (DRF), JP
•	DiVA Consortium (incl. 29 institutions), SE
•	EDINA, GB
•	University of Edinburgh, GB
•	Digital Curation Center (DCC), GB
•	eIFL
•	Fundação para a Computação Científica 
Nacional (FCCN), PT
•	Fundación Española para la Ciencia y la Tecnología 
(FECYT), ES
•	Fundación Centro Nacional de Innovación Tecnológica (CENIT), VE
•	German National Library of Economics – Leibniz Information Cen-
tre for Economics (ZBW), DE
•	Gothenburg University Library, SE
•	Helmholtz Association, DE
•	Institute of Mathematics an Informatics – 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IMIBAS), BG
•	Izmir Institute of Technology Library, TR
•	Koc University Library, TR
•	Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague, NL
•	Kungliga Biblioteket, Stockholm, SE
•	Library of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciencs / Tudományos Akadémia Könyvtára, HU
•	Malmö University, SE
•	Middle East Technial University (METU), TR
•	Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación, Productiva (MinCyT), 
AR
•	Ministério da Ciência e Tecnologia, Instituto Brasileiro de Informação 
em Ciência e Tecnologia (IBICT), BR
•	My Open Archive, JP
•	National Institute of Informatics (NII), JP
•	National Science Foundation of Sri Lanka, LK
•	Online Computer Library Center (OCLC), GB
•	Özyegin University, TR
•	Red Nacional Académica de 
Tecnología Avanzada (RENATA), CO
•	Sächsische Landesbibliothek - Staats- 
und Universitätsbibliothek Dresden, DE
•	Secretaría Nacional de Educación Superior, Ciencia, Tecnología e    
Innovación (SENESCYT), EC
•	Sofia University “St. Kl. Ohridski” – Scientific Research Department, 
BG
•	State University of Libray Studies and Information Technologies, BG
•	Swedish University of Agriculture Sciences – Library, SE
•	Technische Universiteit Delft, NL
•	University of Arizona, US
•	National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, GR
•	Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, DE
•	University of Bielefeld, DE
•	Corvinus University of Budapest, HU
•	University of Debrecen, HU
•	Universidad EAFIT, CO
•	Universiteit Gent, BE
•	Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, DE
•	Universität Konstanz, DE
•	Université de Lorraine - Library, FR
•	Universidade do Minho, PT
•	Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia, ES
•	Universidade de Porto, PT
•	University of Regensburg, DE
•	Universidad del Rosario, CO
•	Universidade de São Paulo. Sistema Integrado de Bibliotecas, BR
•	University of Stuttgart, DE
•	University of Toronto Libraries, CA
•	Uniwersytet Warszawski, Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Mathematical and Computational Modelling (ICM), PL
•	Vienna University Library and Archive Services, AT
•	Vilnius University, LT
•	World Bank, USA
•	Yasar University, TR

What we do

Open Access repositories ‘horizon scanning’

How can our open access repositories remain relevant for 
research and education? What are the future trends and 
scenarios in the context of the use of repositories? Which 
innovative usage of technology most interests your repo-
sitory to better serve your community? Innovative pro-
jects and initiatives, and much more will be discovered in 
the brand new COAR Repository Observatory (un-
der construction). Your contribution is needed. Please feel 
free to contact us.

Sustainable Best Practices for Populating Reposi-
tories - Preliminary Report

COAR collected various information about sustainable, 
replicable best practices related to populating reposito-
ries. As a result case studies about topics like researcher 
advocacy, rights checking and content submission servi-
ces as well as automated downloading of citation data 
are among others published on the COAR website. 

COAR Interoperability Project

Interoperability is the technical “glue” that makes possi-
ble the emerging open science infrastructure – an infra-
structure that connects a global, decentralized network 
of repositories and other tools. The COAR Interoperabili-
ty Roadmap, an upcoming publication designed to provide 
guidance to help repository aims to make sense of the in-
teroperability landscape, understand which standards and 
protocols support which services and learn how to deve-
lop a strategy for interoperability at their institutions.
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