
 

 

„Leipzig University (German: Univ ersität Leipzig), i n Leipzig in Saxony, Germ any, is one of the worl d's ol dest universities an d the second-ol dest university (by consecutive years of existence) i n Germany. The university was founded on 2 Decem ber 1409 by Fre derick I, Elector of Saxony and his brother Wil liam II, Margrave of Meiss en, and origi nally com prised the four schol astic faculties . Since its inception, the university has engag ed i n teaching and research for over 600 years without interruption.  

Famous al um ni incl ude Ang ela Merkel , Gottfried Wilhelm von Lei bniz, Johann W ol fgang von Goethe, Leopol d von Ranke, Friedrich Nietzs che, Robert Schumann, Richard Wag ner, Tycho Brahe, Georgius Agricol a. The university is associated with ten Nobel l aureates, most recently with Svante Pääbo w ho won the N obel Prize for Medici ne i n 2022.  

History 

The university was modelled on the University of Prague, from which the Germ an-s peaking faculty members withdrew to Lei pzig after the Jan Hus crisis and the Decree of Kutná Hora. T he Alma mater Li psiensis opened in 1409, after it had been offi cially chartered by Pope Alexander V in his  Bull of Ack nowledgment on (9 Septem ber of that year). Its first rector was Johannes Otto von M ünster berg. Fr om its foundation, the Pauli nerkirche served as the university church. After the Reform ation, the church and the monastery buil dings were donated to the university in 1544. In order to secure i ndependent and sustai nabl e funding , the universit y was endow ed with the lor dshi p over ni ne villag es east of Lei pzig (university villages). It kept this status for nearly 400 years until l and reforms were carried out in the 19th century.  

Like many European universities, the University of Lei pzig was structured into coll eges (coll egia) res ponsi ble for organising accomm odation and collegi ate lect uring . Among the colleg es of L eipzig were the Smal l College, the Large C ollege, the Red Coll ege (R otes Kolleg , als o know n as the New College), the coll ege of our Lady (Frauenkoll eg) and the Pauli ner-Coll ege (Pauli ner Kolleg ). There were als o private resi dential halls (bursen, see Englis h 'bursari es'). The col leges had jurisdi ction over their mem bers. T he colleg e structure was abandoned later [timefram e?] and today only the names survive.  

Duri ng the first centuries , the university grew slowly and was a rather regional institution. This changed, how ever, duri ng t he 19th century when the university becam e a worl d-cl ass institution of higher education and research.[citati on needed] At the end of the 19t h century, im portant scholars such as Bernhar d Windschei d (one of the fat hers of the German Civil Code) and Wi lhelm Ostwal d (viewed as a founder of modern physical chemistry) taught at Leipzig.  

 

 

Formerly organized as a col legiate university, the Red C olleg e of L eipzig University was establis hed in the 16th cent ury.  

Leipzig University was one of the first German universities to all ow women to register as "guest students".[4] At its general assem bly in 1873, the Allgemei ner Deuts cher Frauenverei n [de] thanked the Univ ersity of Leipzig and Prag ue for allowi ng wom en to attend as g uest students. This was the year that the first woman in Germ any obtai ned her JD, Johanna von Evreinov.  

Duri ng the decli ne and diss oluti on of the Ottom an Empir e in the 19th and first decade of 20th cent ury together with some other German universities Leipzig University turned into one of the centers of hi gher educati on for state admi nistrations and eli tes of newly independent Balk an states  (Romania, Greece, Bulg aria and Ser bia) educati ng over 5,500 students fr om the region in 1859–1909 period.[5]  

Until the begi nni ng of the Second W orl d War, L eipzig University attracted a number of renow ned schol ars and later Nobel Prize l aureates, incl udi ng Paul Ehrli ch, Felix Bloch, Werner Heisenberg and Sin-Itiro Tom onaga. Many of the university's alumni became im portant scientists. “ Source: https://en.wiki pedia.org/wiki/Leipzig_ University (access 20th Oct 2025)  
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