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that the diploma which each nurse receives on being graduated will be what it
professes to be, a certification of the fact that she is a trained nurse.

The diploma now held by a nurse from Smith’s Corners or Split Rock Hos-
pital, with four beds, seven nurses, and gix-months’ hospital training, has as much
legal value as that of a graduate of Bellevue, Philadelphia, or Johns Hopkins,
who has spent two or three years in hard work to obtain it. “ Practical” nurses,
trained attendants, trained nursery maids, discharged pupils, and probationers
all don the “ stripes,” compete with, and claim the name and rank of those who
justly are the only ones entitled to bear them. Is there any use in raising the
wall, making it more difficult to obtain admittance by climbing, when it is so
easy to crawl in underneath?

Is the nursing profession a meaningless term? Has it any rights, any
privileges, secured to it by legislation? Can it say who shall enter its ranks or
who shall be debarred from practising?

Do we desire to make it so that those who bear the name of nurse shall be
g0 not in name only, but in deed and in truth?

If 80, a State Association is necessary which can work for State registra-
tion and a uniform system of education.

The importance of this was impressed upon all those present at the New
York meeting, and a committee was appointed consisting of Miss Merrit and
Miss Dock, of New York; Miss Damer and Miss Nye, of Buffalo, and Miss
Allerton, of Rochester, to make arrangements for a State meeting to be held
at Albany during the fall to discuss organization and take action towards the
formation of a State Association.

The committee was requested to notify all organized nursing societies in the
State and ask them to send delegates to this meeting prepared to act. It is
hoped that where there are no organized societies, these will be formed at once,
either as alumne, city, town, or county associations, and that names of new
organizations with address of secretary be sent to Miss Annie Damer, 55 West
Mohawk Street, Buffalo, New York, who will be glad to furnish any information.

. ORDER OF SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR NURSES.

Miss M. E. HiBBARD wishes to thank the members of the preliminary “ order”
of “The Spanish-American War Nurses” for their interested efforts, which have
materially assisted in making this association a permanent one to-day.

As chairman of the proposed “order,” it had always been Miss Hibbard’s
wish that the organization should be controlled by members of the nursing pro-
fession, and that consistency should be a virtue that would mark a state of
progress.

In thanking the members who have from time to time expressed their appre-
ciation of the work being done by the committee, Miss Hibbard would like to
recommend the desirability of establishing and maintaining an esprit de corps
among its permanent members. Miss Hibbard wishes to express her sincere
regret at not being able to accept a nomination for office, as the uncertainty of
location which is consequent upon the work of her profession would greatly
interfere with the perfect performance of the duties incumbent upon the office.

As a member of the “ Spanish-American War Nurses,” Miss Hibbard will
always be most interested and hopes to keep in touch with all the members.



