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The European Commission (EC) is currently formulating their vision for future research
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infrastructures (RIs) and how they should deliver improved transnational access (TNA) for the
broad scientific and industrial community. There is a major emphasis on ensuring RIs are self-
governing and sustainable. Many of the larger, often government supported, RIs will operate as
European Research Infrastructure Consortia (ERICs). ERICs are generally established around
large national research facilities. The Europlanet Society has instead chosen to be a AISBL
(International Non-Profit Organization) based in Belgium ensuring control by the scientific
community. Upon granting of the AISBL status, expected later in 2022, the Europlanet Society
will be in position to lead or co-operate in any future RI initiatives.

Based on a series of briefings by the EC, it is predicted that existing established RIs such as
Europlanet will be expected to collaborate within and across disciplines to offer a wider range of
transnational access. For Europlanet this will mean collaboration within the Astronomy-
AstroChemistry communities Opticon, RadioNet, ChETEC, etc. In addition, future TNA
programmes will be expected to involve:

more diverse facilities;
greater interaction with participation by industry;

greater globalisation with an emphasis on Africa and Asia;
more active participation from the under-represented European states.
reduced environmental impact;

We believe that Europlanet is in a strong position to achieve many of these requirements. The 
next call for modified RIs that provide transnational access is expected to be launched in 
astronomy-space realm at the end of 2022, for calls in 2023 and 2024. It is therefore necessary 
to start to formulate ideas for a future TNA programme. The presentation at EPSC will give a brief 
review of the current status of the Europlanet 2024 RI, and is designed to initiate and stimulate 
discussion within the planetary community as to their wishes for future TNA facilities, specifically 
in light of ESA goals to return to the Moon and an increased focus on Exoplanetary science.

Europlanet 2024 RI has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation programme under grant agreement No 871149.
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Discussion

We are sorry, but the discussion is only available for users who registered for the conference.
Thank you.
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