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Abstract. Endemic poverty is not only against any human right, any religious or moral set of standards;
it is also much too expensive to pass on to the next generation. Our project is in connection with a deep
rethinking of the economic and educational systems, that are not properly working. Considering that the
whole society would benefit from the endemic poverty eradication, we started to think about the path
dependency mechanism that prevents politics from finding a lasting solution to this issue. If not tackled
in a new way, the problem will stay and grow, along with the stigma related to poverty that leads to
marginalization. That keeps draining social and financial resources without solving anything.

This project relates to the intuition of an association, “ArmenTeKort,” about how to tackle the difficulty.
We worked with them to look at the problem from a different perspective. Disadvantaged people often
face the tradeoff between a bigger apartment and having enough food for the month. Renouncing a better
accommodation implies that kids can neither properly study at home nor invite their peers over to socialize
and do homework together. The school is not able to fill the gap generated by poor living conditions,
dragging back these pupils that often will end up with no degree and poor working skills.

We gathered data and information to better understand how path dependency works and analyze other
educational systems’ success. We then set up a presentation that will be used to convey this insight to the
politicians in charge to decide about a huge project of affordable housing in the next decade (1.5 billion
euros per year, for the next 10 years). That could change the destiny of thousands of children in Flanders.
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Outcomes:
• Path dependency and path creation can help to understand the cycle of policies for solving poverty and 

developing suitable education for all. 
• Path creation requires the increase of awareness at different levels, social, political, cultural, and economical. 

Reflections:
• Poverty is a complex issue that requires a multi-faceted approach. Education, housing, and access to basic 

services are all critical components that need to be addressed to tackle poverty effectively.
• Collaborating with organizations like ArmenTeKort can create a mutually beneficial relationship where both 

parties can provide and receive support, expertise, and resources.
• Through collaboration and cooperation, we can achieve a more holistic understanding of the root causes of 

poverty, leading to more targeted and effective interventions and through collaboration and cooperation, we 
can achieve more significant policy changes that have a lasting impact on poverty reduction.

• The well-being or progress of a society is not measured by its riches but by the absence of starvation/hunger 
among its people.

• The best way to make an impact is not by constantly adhering to traditional methods of solving problems but 
by charting/creating new and more promising paths.

• Developing friendships within a team can help to build trust and encourage open communication, leading to 
more effective decision-making and problem-solving.
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