
theory of Goldsmith, I am afraid the elements will finally triumph, and
turn all our posterity to a totally black color !

The instances to which Goldsmith refers, where black parents have
produced while children, are extraordinary physical phenomena. If two
of them should ever come together, their offspring would probably return
to the original black color. They are called albinos, and no instances of
their marriage and offspring have, to my knowledge, been recorded. Un-
less their offspring continued to be white, such instances would prove no-

thing more than that nature has only stepped aside, as she has in a thou-
sand other instances, only to return to the old track.*

One color is as natural lo man as another, and a common original color
can only be produced by the composition of all the different colors which
diversify mankind. It is quite as puerile to contend about the superiority
of any particular color of the skin, as toits inherent beauty or naturalness,
as about the color of the hair or the eyes. Familiarity reconciles us to
the lesser diversities which exist among the species, and knowledge of
each other pronounces them of no moment; will not time and knowledge
also reconcile us to those which we conceive to be the greater differences?
Since nature produces so great a variety of shapes and colors in the forma-
tion of the individuals of our species, and will continue to produce them
in spile of our repugnances or preferences, it would seem to be the part
of wisdom to submit to her decrees, and lo learn to appreciate the variety
as well as the uniformity of her operations.

[To be concluded ncvl week.]

SMALLPOX AT PORTO CABELLO.

[In the Journal of the 22d of May last, a brief notice was given of the
existence of smallpox nt Porto Cabello, in a letter to the editor from W.
T. Mann, Esq., resident at that place. We have received a more par-
ticular account of the epidemic from Dr. Lacombe, Port Physician of the
city, ihe principal pait of which is given below. It will be seen that he
satisfactorily explains the circumstance, alluded to by Mr. Mann, of the
disease being called varicella by the faculty on its first appearance. We
shall be pleased lo receive the additional papers to which Dr. L. alludes.]

To tho Editor of tho Boston Modical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—The smallpox existed since the middle of last year in several neigh-boring islands, particularly in St. Thomas, and also on ihe Continent at
Maracaibo. It was to be expected that the directions of the wind would
bring us the dreaded disease, and long before the occurrence I hud publicly
manifested that opinion. In fact, the small rains we experienced here
from December last till the month of April, creating an extraordinary
cold dampness, combined with a cloudy atmospheric heat of 82 degs.Fahrenheit through the day, were the exact combinations that generally

* ldo nut conceive albinos lo hfl a tusus malurw, but n rim; physical occurrence—mi illustration of
the Hamo thing which takes place in oilier species ol anímala—an instance of ilie occurrence of op-posite colors in the nir.pi in:; of the lnmc stock, as a while and a black colt Iront the same parentageof a reil color; or us ii hluc.k ami a white lamb (Vom Ilie smile white mother nuil fui her. The rarityof Its occurrence In the human species hits, no doubt, Originated the idea that it is a freak ol' nature.
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produce eruptive diseases of all sorts in these climates. Some of our first
authorities here have charged my predecessor in office, who left this
place in January last, with having permitted a passenger of the Schooner
Susanna, from St. Thomas, to land with the smallpox in a state of dessic-
cation, in November last, and they believe the contagion has been intro-
duced to this place through that channel. As I was not then in Puerto
Cabello, I cannot state the truth of the discussed and contradicted state-
ment, but admitting, at the same time, lhat the contact from person to

person is a direct line to communicate and spread ihe smallpox.
It is a common observation, that when the smallpox is to present itself

in a population in an epidemic form, for a certain period previous the
eruptive diseases known by the names of varicella, chickenpox, pemphi-
gus varioloides, Sic. &ic, will at first present themselves and spread before
a true case of smallpox will be met with by the practitioner. Such has
been the case in this city ; for the first cases of varicella were known to
us here from the first days of December, but it was only on the 20th of
February last that we, the practitioners of the city, recorded the first
case of real smallpox, from which date new cases presented themselves
daily, at the same time lhat the different classes of varicella continued to
spread. The much-respected American Consul, Franklin Litchfield,
Esq., wdiose family I attend, never had a single case of real smallpox in
his house, but it is true to state he had eight cases of varicella of different
sorts, which I treated with mild remedies, as they presented no danger.
Knowing the danger in which the population was laboring under (the
greatest number unvaccinated then), I proposed to the Chief Magistrate
of this place to divide the city in shares to each practitioner, and to order
them to go from house to house to vaccinate every person. This was

adopted, and carried through in about six days, and the violence of the
epidemy was checked from the beginning by this measure. However,
some of the lowest classes escaped vaccination, either from ignorance or

prejudice, and those were the victims, for the vaccinated would catch
the varicella and run no danger of losing life, while those that were not vac-

cinated were taken with the smallpox, in most cases confluent or malignant,
and would die at the rate of four out of six, although we employed the
most active treatment, combined with the best known practice, and our
own knowledge of the climate and habits of the people.

The population of the port and city of Puerto Cabello is only 3700 ;
the population of the rest of the County, on a large surface of land,
2300—making a total of 6000 souls (official number) for the whole
County and city of Puerto Cabello. The smallpox has not spread in the
vicinities of the city and port. The deaths (official number), from the
appearance of the first cases of varicella up to this date, are only 73, of
whom 11 were in the city and 62 at the " Degredo" or smallpox hos-
pital established out of town for the poor or ¡aboring classes. I am

happy to add that there hardly remain three cases in the city at present,
and twenty at ihe " Degredo," or out-of-town hospital, almost all of
them out of danger, giving us hopes to see the scourge soon away from
us, by the new measures I have been specially charged to carry through.
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Belktdonna, in various Diseases. 50 1 

I will very soon send you some extracts h m  the Ilistory and course of 
the epidmy from its beginning, together with my practical or clinical ob- 
servations, treatmeat, &c. &c., whiclr I am about preparing for the tnedi- 
cal facidty of Caraccas. Yours, very respecdrlly, 

June 30, 1544. A. LACOMBE, M.D. 
Health .and Port Physician of Puerio Calello, Venezuela. 

BELLADONNA, I N  VARIOUS DISEASES. 
To the Bditor of the Borton Medical and Surgioal Journal. 

DEAR SIR,-I have rend with rnuch pleasure, in late Nos. of your valu- 
able Journal, articles on the use of btblludonna, as prophylactic in scarla- 
tina, and for the cure of dysmenorrl~c~a antl neuralgia, antl have tl~ouglit 
that 111y experience with this valuable drug might be of interest to your 
readers. If your opinion coincides with tnirw, this sheet is at your ser- 
vice for pi~blication. 

CASE I.-Myosis. This was a cnso of scrofuloirs opl~thalmia, of 
twelve years' standing, with r~ebula of the cornea. After the removal 
of the nebula, the pupil remained permanently closed, not larger t h a n  the 
head of a small pin. Sight but hintly restored by the rernovul of the 
nebula. Diluted tincture of belladoana, one drop to lhe eye, twice a 
day, restored the powers of dilatation to the pupil, and consequent restora- 
tion of vision. 

11.- Premature Pains, Seventh month or pregnancy. Patient accus- 
tomed to abortion. Examination per vqjna~n showed the uterus to be 
operated upon spasmodically. Bleeding, pediluvii~m, opium, morphine, 
camphor, hyoscyan~i, gum t~ssafdth,  all hiled to give relief. The nar- 
cotics were used in large doses. A pledget of cotton, dipped in a saturat- 
ed tincture of b~l l i~don~~a ,  quieted the uterine action in twenty minutes. 

P. S.-Patient accustoo~ed to the use of opium. 
Ill.-Return of the same con~plaint to the same patient. Gave ten 

drop3 by the n~outl~, with like success. 
I V.-Prophylactic Powers tested. Three children, a g d  respectively 

2, 4 and 9, expsrd to contagion of scarlatina, Gave of twelve drops 
of the tiocture, diluted with one ounce of rain water, three drops thrice r 
day to the youngest ; and increased the dose one drop for each year, to 
the older, The two youngest cl,ildron removed from the house. Three 
days aftcr, the cl~ild aged 4 years was attacked with scarlatina maligna. 
Seven days after, child aged 9 attacked with the anginasa variety ; and 
nineteen days after, the remaining cldtl attacked with the same variety. 
The use of the belli~donna was continued 111rougl1 the wl~ole course of 
the disease. The cure of these cases was the quickest aud II IOS~ perlect 
of any that I bad during the prevalence of ille epidemic, with the same 
violence of attack. 

V.-lhty drops of the tincture, in one and a half ounce of water, 
was givrn to six individuals exposed to the conttrgion of scarlatina, in the 
following doses. T o  two adults, ten drops thrice a day. lnbnt 
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