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cate its trial, as in the case under the care of M. Verueunil, as soon as the
signs of the disease are distinctly recognized.

NiTRITE oF AMYL.—MM. Jolyet and I’ Regnard gave to the Soc. de
Biologie, June 17 (rep. in Le Progres Médical), the results of their researches
on the action of nitrite of amyl on the blood. Dr. H. C. Wood observed
in 1871, that after inhalation of the drug the blood became dark and did
not brighten in color by agitation with air. MM. Jolyet and Regnard
have followed up this vbservation, and have measured the capacity for
absorbing oxygen of the blood, and have found it is two-thirds less than’
in the normal state. It acts directly on the harmaglobin and its action is in
proportion to the quantity of hremaglobin altered. This alteration, however,
18 only temporary, onc of the dogs experimented upon having survived, ity
blood was again tested the following day, and found to he nearly normal
in respect to the absorption of oxygen. The blood of another that had
been killed by the experiment, was preserved in 4 glass vessel and tested
the next day, and also found to have largely regained its capacity to
absorb oxygen.

Spectroscopic examination was also made of the blood, direetly after
inhalation, and also on the following day. In the first examination, the
two lines characteristic of oxygenated hamaglobin were searcely visi
ble, and in their place was the line of hiematine.  In the second, they had
re-uppeared and the haematine line was absent.

Hence, the experimenters conclude that the vapors of nitrite of amyl
act on the blood, driving out the earbonic acid and preventing the absorp
tion of oxygen by the hwemaglobin. This action is temporary, and the
effect, at least of an immediately mortal dose, is obliterated in from twelve
to twenty-four hours.

XANTHIUM 8PINOSUM.—Grzymala Jour. de T'hérap. (abstr. in Rev. des Set-
Mid.) adds to the reputed list of antidotes for hydrophobia, by asserting that
the leaves of Xanthium spinosum are a certain preventive of the discase,
if properly administered for a suflicient period after the inoculation of
the virus, He claims that in more than & hundred cases it has not failed
once. It is diaphoretic and sialagogue, and has also feeble diuretic prop-
erties. It increases slightly the temperature, quickens the circulation,
and oceasionally produces a little headache, and even vomiting at the be-
ginning of the treatment. The dose for an adult is about ninc grains,
three times a day for three weeks; for a child under eleven years, half of
the adult dose may be given.

BroMouyDRIC Acin.—Dr. J. Milner Fothergill Brit. Med. Journal, July
8, reports his experience with this agent. He was led to do it by & recom-
mendation of Dr. Dewitt . Wade in the Peninsular Med. Journal for Feb-
ruary, 1875, especially in obviating the headache produced in some per-
sons by quinine, and in the treatment of fever. Dr. Fothergill’s conclu-
sions after a year's experience are as follows. He says:

“It certainly does prevent the occurrence of headache, after cach dose
of quinine, in those who before had to desist from taking quinine for that
reason. Tt is, perhaps, not invariably successful, but its power is very



