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late (and no one, I belicve, can justly take
exception to it), it forms a strong point in
our argument, that the physician must take
control of the coming cducation ; for his
culture, and his alon¢, enables him to judge
rightly of man, his interests and require-
ments. This is his peculiar office, the high-
est and most cennobling of his duties, and,
in the use of the term education, we have
expressly extended its application to the
broadest limits, and have excluded its sub-
ordinate and narrow features, * * * *
Hitherto the medical profession has had
but an indirect influence in education, but
that influence, by the constant perfecting
of their own studies, and the supplying
of an essential knowledge, has undoubtedly
contributed to the change which is now
taking place in our educational systems.
The state of things, to which they have thus
indirectly contributed, now invites their
direct guidance and control. It may be
objected that the education demanded of
the profession themsclves in this country
falls far short of the high requirements
which have thus been set upon their office.
Science and civilization it is said are ad-
vancing, and yet you demand bnt a little
more culture in medicine than when its al-
liance with science had not been established,
There is some truth in this objection, and it
is deplorable that it should be trae, as well
as humiliating to make the confession. But
this does not invalidate the force of the ar-
gument, which is based not on the degree
but the direction of the culture. “And be-
sides, this is an cvil which will rectify it-
sclf in due time. The exigencies which
called for the establishment of medical
schools in this country, allowed a very low
degree of culture, and demanded very in-
ferior qualifications on the part of the stu-
dent.  The influence of this state of things
has been perpetuated, and is to-day cvi-
denced in the manifestly-inadequate re-
quirements for cntrance into the profes-
sion.* Qur thinking men have long been

* “The great evil of modern medical edueation,” said
the late Prof. Sywme, in the concluding lecture of his
course on Clinienl Surgery, delivered at the Royal ta-
firmary of Edinburgh in 1867-68, *‘is, that it has le-
come A prepartion not for discharging the duties of a
profession, but inerely for passing examinations which,
for the most part, imply neither an acenrate knowledye
of facts nor the possession of sound principles, being
«imply affairs of memory loaded with dry terminology,
to be thrown overboard at the earliest opportunity.”

When so eandid a coufession as this comes from a
representative man like Syme, and from a country where
the requirements for entry into the profession are cor-
fessedly far higher than with us, we may well blusy for
the avernge standard of onr own oedical atbrimnonts,
But my faith is tirm and abiding that the time will come
when this maitest evil will be correeted, and when it
will no donger be possible, withont fir of contradiviion,

convinced of the necessity of reform, and
this conviction is spreading over the minds
of the entire profession; and it is no pro-
phecy to assert that the day is not far dis-
tant when the standard of qualification
must be raised and made to accord more,
closely with the important responsibilitics
of the office. The corrective must be ap-
plied in two ways: 1. By demanding a
high scientific education before admitting
the student to the study of medicine proper ;
and 2. By lengthening the time of that
study, and taking up the separate branches
in their natural and progressive order. "The
present system of medical teaching is more
senseless even than superficial ; but we
may confidently expect, in view of the pro-
gressive spirit of the age, that we shall yet
cstablish a more reasonable and adequate
curriculum of medical studies, * * *_

More than two centurics ago, Descartes,
one of Lurope’s keenest thinkers, said :—
“«If it be possible to perfect mankind, the
means of doing so will be found in the me-
dical sciences.”  With a farreaching pre-
science, he anticipated the influence with
these sciences, then in a crude, almost cha-
otic condition, would incevitably exert. We,
to-day, have only to look around us, to sce
this influcnee manifested in a thousand dif-
ferent ways and directions.  And, although
we are yet far from perfection, and may
never reach it, it cannot be denied that the
influcnce of these sciences is tending to-
ward that end, toward man’s improvement,
mental, moral, and physical—the most en-
nobling duty and privilege, perbaps, of the
new cducation.

CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF TIE
MEDICAL PROFESSION.
By Joux Waug, M.D,, late Hersey Professor of Theory
aud Praciice in Harvaed University.
Iz will occur, perhaps, to some, that by re-
quiring a higher education, we are render-
ing entrance to medical life more diflicult,
and putting out of the power of many per-
sons of limited acquircments and narrow
means, to gratify the ambition, so com-
mon among us, of enrolling themselves in
the ranks of a profession.  Thisis true. It
will be made more diflicult 1o become a
physician.  But is it not now too casy?
It will diminish the number of those who
become physicians; but is not the number
now too great ! I put it to the good sense

to tling squarely in our taces sueh a hitter taunt= 211 the
more hitter beeanse true—as that uttered hy Prol. Lo,
now Presidens of Harvard, in his article on the new edu.
cation, Atlantie Monthly, Felvnsry and Mareh, 1860,
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of this audience, whether this objection has
any weight. lsit any advantage to the
profession, or to the community, that en-
trance into it should be so casy?  Should
the prizes of life be made so casy? Do we
not thus undervalue our calling ? Is not the
standard of professional character, ag well

as of acquirement, lowered by this fucility.

of attaining its honors ! I8 not our profes-
sion injured, not merely as it regards the
honest worldly reward of its laborers, which
no man ought to pretend to despise, but is
not its duty to the community imperfectly
_performed as a consequence ?

1t is, to be sure, popular to talk of mak--

ing cducation cheap, and of making the
avenues to honor and profit open freely to
all. . . . But when we come to the educa-
tion of men for particular stations in soci-
cty, the case is very different. Even then,
Iet the education be made as cheap and casy
as it can be ; but not cheap and casy by
making it poor. Do notlet us deluge the
community with a flood of half-learned pro-
fessional men, who drudge heavily through
life, half-employed, half-paid, half-starved,
far less respectable in their vocation than
a substantial farmer, an honest trader, or a
skilful mechanic, because we choose to be
blinded by a falsely so-called republican
maxim, which it may answer very well to
bandy about at a political caucus, but which
should never pass current with those whose
aim is the true respectability of their pro-
fession, and the real good of the community.
But in order that we should deserve and
perpctuate the confidence of mankind, not
only is it necessary that those who are to
enter the profession should be highly edu-
cated ; it is also necessary, that we, who
compose it, should exhibit to the world a
spirit of improvement and progress—a dis-
position to employ faithfully all the means
we now possess in the practice of our art—
and that, free from a primary regard to
Personal emolument and reputation, we
should be ready to examine with a fair and
Candid spirit, all and any suggestions, how-
€ver they may arise, and from whatsoever
quarter they may come, which hold out a
fair promisc of increasing those mcans.

“ INSPIRE yourselves to perform with zeal
and honor itg duties, by taking first of all a just
view of its dignity and uscfulness, * * % *
No man can ﬁo well any work unless he does it
from high motives and with & lofty spirit. No
:rtu‘t:;’ ct{:l(\lia:(loll‘in a profession \mt’i’l he first honors

eling that it w8 hi —IRev. T
Fill ]).D.,° gf;lt honors him.”—Rev, Thomas

VoL. VIIL.—14n

Wedicaland Surgical Fowrnal,

Bosrox: Tuurspay, Ocroser 5, 1871,

THE AIM OF THE TRUE PIYSICIAN.

ONCE again the Editor of this! JOURNAL
steps aside from the beatengtrack, the weekly
routine of professional journalism, to exiend
the hand of fellowship to you”who are about
entering medical life. This_we dojthe more
readily, both for our own sakes and forjthe
professjon, in order that we may assure you of
the kindly feeling which we entertain for the
coming medical man; and that we may have
the opportunity of placing hefore you incentives
to that excellence of professional character
which shall make you the peers of the worthiest
of the fraternity.  We are confident that the
medical profession, than which none is more
honored or more honorable, will gladly wel-
come you lo its ranks, so long as the position
you maintain is a worthy one.

With the present year the students of the
Harvard Medical School have had offered them
opportunitics for study and improvement of a
character never excelled in this country, What
these privileges are you have already learned
from the Announcement made by the Faculty.

In order that you may retain a vivid recol-
lection of the wisest method of using these op-
portunities—in fact, how best to study medi-
cine—you have now hefore you once more the
excellent address of Dr. Cheever. Its sugges-
tions, we are sure, will take a decper hold on
your minds by re-perusal.  Not less important
is the advice given in the extracts which we
have made from the writings of various mem-
bers of the profession; they will give you right
views of medicallife and an clevated conception
of the position which the true Christian phyxician
should aim to reach. The practical compendium
of information in the subsequent portion of the
JOURNAL will be valuable, containing, as it
does, a statement of the clinical and profession-
al advantages which Boston offers for your
studies.

What, now, are some of the cardinal points
which shall aid you to attain a position, earnest-
Iy to be desired by every conscientious man—
that of the true physician? We give you three.
First, be true men; determine to be honest and
true members of gociety, and to deserve the ap-
preciation of your fellow-citizens, Then be hon-
est and faithful members of the profession; have
& just and wise recognition of its honor, and
resolve to maintain it.  Finally, be earnest and

diligent in your work, not only during your
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