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Comments   on   a  possible   new   species   of

Scops   Owl   Otus   sp   on   Reunion

Vincent  Bretagnollef  and  Carole  Attieb

In  a previous  issue  of  Bull  ABC,  Renman  reported
the  possible  existence  of  a new  species  of  owl  on

Reunion  Island.2  During  a visit  there  in  October-
November  1993,  he  heard  a call  like  that  of  a scops  owl
Otus  and  eventually  saw  the  flying  silhouette  of  a
small  owl-like  bird  disappearing  into  the  forest.  As
there  had  been  no  previous  report  of  such  a bird  on
Reunion  Island,  this  encounter  was  rather  striking.
Here  we  would  like  to  comment  on  this  observation
and  add  new,  as  yet  unreported,  although  less  recent,
sightings  of  a bird  that  seems  to  confirm  the  existence
of  a previously  undescribed  owl  on  Reunion.

First  of  all,  there  is  a popular  belief,  although  it  has
never  been  reported  in  the  literature,  of  the  presence
of  a nocturnal  animal  in  Reunion  forests,  which  might
be  (and  is  described  by  some  islanders  as)  a small
Strigiform.  Its  local  name  is  ‘Bebete  Tut’,  referring  to
its  call.  It  should  be  noted  that  no  bird  currently
known  to  exist  on  Reunion  has  a call  that  matches  this
description.  Secondly,  in  March  1983  C.  Guillermet,
an  entomologist,  was  collecting  insects  at  night  in  the
northern  part  of  Reunion.  Although  not  an  ornitholo-

gist, he  clearly  saw  what  he  described  as  an  owl
approaching  his  artificial   light  (Guillermet,  pers
comm),  Unfortunately,  this  observation  was  disre-

garded when  reported  to  other  ornithologists  at  that
time.  Thirdly,  while  being  totally  unaware  of  this  fact,
one  of  us  (CA)  was  able  to  tape  record  in  September
1988  an  unidentified  call  while. searching  for  the  highly

endangered   Mascarene   Petrel   Pseudobulweria
aterrima.  This  call  was  recorded  in  the  southern  part
of  Reunion,  and  remained  unidentified  until  1991
when  VB  heard  it  and  identified  it  as  the  call  of  an  Otus
species.  Lastly,  during  additional  searches  for  the
Mascarene  Petrel,  an  unidentified,  possibly  Otus,  call
was  again  heard  twice  in  March  1995  in  the  southern
part  of  Reunion.  These  calls,  however,  do  not  match
the  one  described  by  Renman.

To  conclude,  a small  owl  has  been  seen  or  heard
on  at  least  four  occasions  between  1983  and  1995,
which  tends  to  counter  the  possibility  of  vagrancy  by
another  owl  such  as  the  Madagascar  Scops  Owl  Otus
rutilus.  Moreover  the  calls  of  the  Reunion  bird  are
very  different  to  that  species  (Attie  and  Bretagnolle  in
prep).

It  seems  highly  likely,  therefore,  that  an  Otus  or  a
similar  species  of  owl  does  exist  on  Reunion.  How-

ever, it  has  not  yet  been  clearly  observed,  and  its
relationship  to  the  recently  described  extinct  taxon,
Mascarenotus,'  will  have  to  be  clarified.  rD

References

1.  Mourer-Chauvine,  C.,  Bour,  R.,  Moutou,  F.  and
Ribes,  S.  1994.  C.  R.  Acad.  Sci.,  Paris  T.138:  1699—
1706.

2.  Renman,  E.  1995.  Bull  ABC  2(1):  54.

“CEBS-SNRS,  79360  Beauvoir  sur  Niort,  France.
bVilliers  en  Bois,  79360  Beauvoir  sur  Niort,  France.

36  - Bull  ABC  Vol  3 No  1 Discoveries



Bretagnolle, Vincent and Attié, Carole. 1996. "Comments on a possible new
species of Scops owl Otus sp on Réunion." Bulletin of the African Bird Club 3(1), 
36–36. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.308903.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/210670
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.308903
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/308903

Holding Institution 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Sponsored by 
BHL-SIL-FEDLINK

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: The African Bird Club
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 30 March 2024 at 15:06 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.308903
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/210670
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.308903
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/308903
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

