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1L, Defcription of a Gold Medal firuck upon the Birth
of King Charles II. by the Rev, Mark Noble, F. A.S,
12 a Letter addreffed to Willon Aylefbury Roberts,
Efg. F.A.S.

Read May 5, 1796,

DEAR SIR,

H SREWITH I fend you a drawing, which exhibits a gold
medal ftruck by king Charles I. upon the birth of the prince
his fon, afterwards king Charles II. Upon the obverfe 1t gives the

buft of king Charles I. reprefenting that monarch crowned, with

a ruff, and a military fcarf over his armour. It is infcribed

CAROLVS D. @. MAG, BRIT. FRA. ET HIB. REX. The reverfe
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fhews the royal infant in a fuperb chair, with Mars and Mercury
holding a wreath over him. .The motto 1s REDDAT avos. In
the Exergue the date of his birth Mm11 29, 1630. !

The medal 1s the fize of king Charles [.'s.twenty fhilling piece
of gold, and weighs 6 dwts. 18 gs. itis1n very fine prefervation,
and was fhewn to me by its owner, my relation, Mr.-William Beck,
of Fifh-ftreet-hill, and of Hackney ; judging 1t to be of very great
value, 1 requcﬁed his permiflion to have a drawing taken of it,
and his leave to thew the medal itfelf to this fomety.

It is well known how much king Charles I. loved the arts, and
what care he took to have his coins more beautiful than any ot his
predeceflors. His money 1s more varied in type than that of any ot

our {overeigns. Ee was extremely pleafed in diverfifying the type
or fathion of hls coins, and he excelled all our monarchs in the

number and variety of his medals, which he continued occatiouall y
to ftrike until the unhappy civil wars ; and even after that time his.

coins, from their beauty, their reference to events and places, and
their dates, may be almoft ranked with medals.

We cannot, therefore, wonder that his majeﬁy {hould in his

happier days ftrike medals to commemorate the principal events of
his reign; of thefe we have many.

As every thing relative to an heir apparent to the crawn is pe’-

culiarly intereiting both to the {fovereign and his fubjeéts, Charles 1.
iffued a medal upon the birth of Prince Charles, and another when
he was created Prince of Wales.

There 1s a fmall filver medal or jetton ftruck to commemora
the nativity of Prince Charles, which i1s common enough : it is in-

{cribed on the obveriz, IN HONOR. CARO. PRINC. MAG. BRIT. FR.
ET HI. NAT. 29 MAII 1030. The reverfe has the royal arms in four
thields. England and France in the firft, Scotland 1n the fecond,
France in the third, and Ireland in the fourth. In the center is
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the ftar wiciin the porter, and the ravs ifiuing from 1t ill up the
ipaces between the {iields. The motto 2, 1ACTENVS ANGLORVM
~VLLI. A ictton fomething fimilar to rhis was itruck-upon the

J
birth of the duze of &ork, . fterwards kinye James I1. There 1s alfo

a {mall medal, orJetz.o-u, {trucsupon toe hajxtlfm of ~rince Charles.
it may here be very properly remarked, that as king Charles I. was
extremely fond of having his own Itkencis given 1 a great variety
of ways, both upon canvas and upon the vrecious metals, {0 was
he alfo of having the effigies of his quecen and children repre-
fented, not only by peinters, but alfo by engravers. We have a
fmall gold medal which gives the king and queen on one fide, and
their eldeft children on the other; aiid there is a large filver medal
reprefenting the prince of Orange and-the princefs Royal, ftruck
upon their nuptials.

As the medal of gold here exhibited ftruck to commemorate the
nativity of prince Charles, who became a great monarch, is finely
preferved, and 1s, I prefume, an unique, it is extremely valuable,
tor it probably was one of the very few iflued, and thofe that were,
it may be juftly fuppofed, prefented only to fome few feleé per-
fonages, for king Charles 1. was never a rich fovereign ;- his ma-
iefty had always more tafte than wealth. His medalsare generally
of {1lver, and the few of his that are of gold are very {mall. © This
medal, which I have now defcribed, I may therefore.aver, is one

of the moft valuable, and every way eftimable, in the Englith

1(/1 1680

I have the honour to be, with great refpect,
Dear Sir, -

Your very highly obliged,
and moft obedient fervant

2 15 mzng‘ Pm_‘/b?zage, Aﬁi‘i! 29, 1796 MARK NOBLE.
IV. 4
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