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Abstract

This abstract presents an overview of the education sector in Madhesh Province, Nepal, highlighting
key statistics, challenges, and opportunities related to schools, students, and teachers. Madhesh
Province, with a dense population of over 6 million people within 9,661 sq.km, hosts 3,286
community schools serving approximately 1.2 million students, supported by 20,229 teachers.
However, the student-teacher ratio stands at an alarming 60:1, far exceeding the standards prescribed
by the current Education Act. Moreover, teacher deployment is uneven, with many schools lacking
adequate staffing relative to student numbers (UN Nepal Platform, EMIS 2021-22).

Net enrollment rates vary across educational levels: 96.9% for grades 1-5, 93.3% for grades 6-8,
and a sharp decline to 56% for secondary education (grades 9-12). Despite high enrollment in early
grades, dropout rates remain a significant concern, with about 5.5% of students leaving school
prematurely, often to seek employment. The dropout issue is compounded by poor school
infrastructure, insufficient teaching materials, and a lack of teacher training in modern pedagogical
methods. Many students from low-income families attend community schools, where educational
quality is often compromised. A poignant reflection of this challenge is the common sentiment
among students anticipating migration abroad for work rather than pursuing further education.

Quality education remains the most pressing challenge in Madhesh Province. Schools are
inadequately equipped, and teachers frequently lack timely training in new technologies and
teaching methods. Despite students spending up to 12 years in school, many do not acquire essential
life skills or secure promising futures.

In conclusion, Madhesh Province faces critical challenges in student-teacher ratios, enrollment,
dropout rates, and educational quality. Addressing these issues requires coordinated efforts to
improve teacher deployment, infrastructure, pedagogical training, and student retention strategies to
ensure meaningful learning outcomes and future opportunities for all students.
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