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What is the OER.NET group 
and what are they doing?
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What is the OER.NET group and what are 
they doing?

● 2023:
○ Contact between DALIA and various RDM-projects (online workshops and direct contact)
○ The need for discipline-specific discourses emerged
○ Work in concentric circles

● 2024
○ First workshop at the Academy of Science and Literatur in Mainz in April 2024 with DALIA, 

NFDI4Culture, NFDI4Memory, HERMES, and QUADRIGA
○ Continuation of the discussions in Rocket.Chat and regular meetings → a new group, the 

OER.NET, was born

● 2025
○ Second workshop at the Hochschule Darmstadt in February 2025 with DALIA, NFDI4Culture, 

NFDI4Memory, Text+, KonsortSWD, HERMES, QUADRIGA, WiNoDa, SODa, and KODAQS
○ Continuation of the discussions via mailing list and sub-working groups (RDM-base module, 

metadata and picklists, quality criteria)
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DALIA-Metadata Schema 
for Open Educational 
Resources

4

This project with the funding code 16DWWQP07A was 
funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF) and the funding measure from the EU's 
Capacity Building and Resilience Facility.



Motivation: Why do we develop a 
metadata schema for OER?

● Each platform, including DALIA, requires consistency in metadata formats.

● OER have different forms and formats, and belong to different fields.

● Projects compile their own metadata schemas, there are different data standards and 

authority files.

● While some notions, such as Beschreibung/description,  are relatively  consistent, others are 

used in different ways, e.g. type und format.
● The metadata standard should be comprehensible, concise (to be used as a minimal 

standard), in English, compatible with formal requirements and with the project’s 

ontology,  mappable to other standards, extensible, but backwards compatible.  Intended 

side effects: means of communication, means of inspiration.
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DALIA Interchange Format (DIF) in a Nutshell
Geiger, Jonathan, Petra 
Steiner, Abdelmoneim 
Amer Desouki & Frank 
Lange (2024). DALIA 
Interchange Format. 
Zenodo. DOI: 
10.5281/zenodo.11521029. 

 

 
● Mandatory 4

● Recommended 11

● Optional 3
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DALIA platform:  
https://search.dalia.education/
basic 
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https://zenodo.org/records/11521029
https://zenodo.org/records/11521029
https://search.dalia.education/basic
https://search.dalia.education/basic


DIF as Tabular Application Profile

 Every attribute is described by:
- attribute name (instead of propertyLabel)
- mandatory, recommended, optional
- description
- values (constraint type: constraint)
- examples
- cardinality
- data type
- propertyID
- comment

 Mappable to Application Profiles: 
- DC-TAP (Coyle et al. 2023)
- consistent with SHACL (Knublauch 

& Dimitris Kontokostas 2017)
- similar to Hobelheinrich (2023).

The description elements are essential for the  metadata specification.
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https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dctap/primer/
https://www.w3.org/TR/2017/REC-shacl-20170720/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/163dBjNWT3VYU_KCLWjfNVMHn7xIp3Opw/


Insights from the 
consortium NFDI4Culture

NFDI4Culture is funded by the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) – 441958017
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● A service with a curated list of external training 
offers and open educational resources

○ addressing our 4Culture-Community

● In the development stage, close exchange with 
DALIA

● Metadata have been chosen according to existing 
structures of our Culture Information Portal 

○ TaDiRAH Ontology

○ Based on close exchanges with other consortia 
and projects

Educational Resource Finder (ERF)

Mapping the DIF to 4Culture’s 
OER-Metadata for the Export to DALIA

Here’s our ERF!



Educational Resource Finder
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Educational Resource Finder

11



Educational Resource Finder
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Educational Resource Finder
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Aims & Services

● Conceptualizing and advertising generic and subject 
specific training offers for researchers, employees from 
universities, cultural heritage and GLAM institutions

● Consultation on topics like data & code literacy in our 
communities

● Implementation and evaluation of training offers
● Helpdesk for questions concerning Qualification & 

Training

Educational Resource Finder
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Adaption of the 
DALIA Interchange Format 
by NFDI4Memory

This work was produced as part of the NFDI consortium 4Memory (www.4memory.de). 
We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the German Research Foundation (DFG) - project number 501609550. 15



HISTOCAT | Historical Insight and Skills Training 
Online Catalogue

● Curated collection of teaching and 
learning materials for historical 
disciplines

● Database with precise descriptions 
and tagging of resources

● Search platform for easy access
● Materials contributed by experts 

from the historical academic 
community and the Task Area 
“Data Literacy”

● Reviewed for relevance and 
currency

● Regular updates to the content
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Metadata Mapping

● Mapping with DIF 1.3
● Using propertyIDs of DIF 

for database field names
● Documentation of 

deviations
○ Subforms for more 

precise descriptions
○ Definition of lists
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Refining DIF during application 

● Refining Author Metadata
○ Incorporated roles and used 

vocabularies from CREDIT and 
DataCite

● Clarifying Definitions
○ Refined definitions of learning 

resource types, target groups, and 
skill levels

● Additional Categories
○ Added learning objectives and prior 

knowledge categories
● Categorizing Keywords

○ Organized keywords into 
RDM-issues, tools, and methods

(some examples) 18



Synergies & Next steps
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Key Insights

One size doesn’t fit all:

Each community has valid reasons to adapt metadata 
schemas to meet their specific needs.

A base in the scientific community  is crucial:

Standards like Metadatenschema für 
Schulungsmaterialien zum Thema 
Forschungsdatenmanagement (old version),  
Hoebelheinrich et al. (2023), LRMI, and AMB provide a 
framework  for domain-specific developments.

Collaboration drives evolution:

Exchange between communities leads to the 
continuous improvement of a shared schema.
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Learnings

● We gain a lot from extensive communication and regular exchange
● Working in a group brings greater quality and acceptance of “standards”

● Our joint work…
○ … reduces project-individual resources.
○ … enhances the interoperability and compatibility of the developed Open Educational 

Resources as well as catalogs.

● We are creating synergies in…
○ … workshops.
○ … smaller working groups on specific topics.
○ … the exchange via our Rocket.Chat channel and the group’s mailing list.
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Are we done with our version of DIF or are there 
still outstanding tasks?

We are not finished!
● Definition of some fields & pick lists in particular are a 

challenge
○ TargetGroup
○ LearningResourceType
○ MediaType
○ ProficiencyLevel

● A few new optional attributes: contributors, teaches (for 
learning objectives/outcomes)
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Contact
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oer.net@listserv.dfn.de

Thank you!

mailto:oer.net@listserv.dfn.de
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Links

● DALIA Platform:  https://search.dalia.education/basic

● HISTOCAT: https://4memory.de/unterstuetzung/lehren-lernen/histocat/

● ERF: https://nfdi4culture.de/services/details/educational-resource-finder.html 
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