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Soft spot for jellies…

Aurelia aurita, OZEANEUM Stralsund, Germany
Photo: Florian Lüskow



Lüskow et al. (2025), JMSE

Klintehamn

Seagrass-associated fish fauna monitoring around Gotland in 2022



Data sources:

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/969962838495339941/
https://de.freepik.com/vektoren/zeitungslogoLüskow et al. (2025), JMSE



Lüskow et al. (2025), JMSE

Misidentifications?
Second most common species: Mertensia ovum
Arctic comb jelly

Photo: Hunter Stevens

Most common species: Aurelia aurita
Moon jelly

https://www.mdpi.com/1424-2818/13/2/57

Rarely seen: Cyanea capillata
Lion’s mane jelly

https://www.mdpi.com/1424-2818/13/2/57

Salinity range: 4–8

Missing of entire groups:

➢ Cubo- and hydromedusae
➢ Siphonophores
➢ Thaliaceans



Lüskow et al. (2025), JMSE

➢ Seasonality of observations

➢ Most observations are when 
most people are at the beach 

or on the water

➢ But: jellies are recorded year-
round

➢ Arctic comb jelly is less often 
seen than moon jelly, and only 

in the open sea



➢ One part of the solution: the data must flow!

➢ Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable (FAIR)

➢ The desk drawer is not the right place

➢ The Essential Ocean Variables (EOVs) also contribute to 
global assessments…

There is very little data available!



Essential Ocean Variable 

(EOV): Zooplankton 

biomass and diversity

… including jellies!



Credit: Elizabeth LawrenceLüskow et al. (2025), JMSE

Establishing

pathways in the 

Ocean Biodiversity 

Information System

(OBIS) to enable

FAIR data



We need to think new when it comes to monitoring!

Combining least-invasive sampling methods for gelatinous 

zooplankton monitoring
➢ Aim to Replace, Refine, and Reduce (3R) the impact

➢ Application of emerging technologies

Thi s Photo by Unknown Author i s licensed under CC BY-SA

Environmental DNA (eDNA)

Platforms of Opportunity (e.g., Destination Gotland)

Community Science

Thi s Photo by Unknown Author i s licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8819274@N04/2688333009/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://travelfrance.tips/le-havre-the-ferry/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Community science

iNaturalist search for

Mytilus edulis complex

(access: 3 March 2025)
This Photo by an unknown author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC

Credit: Ian networks

http://www.flickr.com/photos/baggis/4751715152/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


➢ BioBlitz planned for June and August 2025

Community science

Credit: Ian networks
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Thi s Photo by Unknown Author i s licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

We need to think new when it comes to monitoring!

Combining least-invasive sampling methods for gelatinous 

zooplankton monitoring
➢ Aim to Replace, Refine, and Reduce (3R) the impact

➢ Application of emerging technologies

Environmental DNA (eDNA)

Platforms of Opportunity (e.g., Destination Gotland)

Community Science

Remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) and drones

Snorkelling and Diving
Social Media Data Mining (SMDM)

http://www.taraletsanywhere.com/el-nido-palawan/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Where do we go from here? 

➢ Data need to be available to advance our 

understanding of the ocean (incl. jellies!)

➢ Make your data FAIR

➢ We encourage everyone to think and act outside their 

comfort zone if we are going to achieve change

Credit: Ian networks



Jellyfish and Ctenophores Around Gotland in the Baltic Sea – Local 

Data Contributing to Global Assessments

Contact: Florian Lüskow

florian.luskow@geo.uu.se

BlueSky: @fluskow.bsky.social



Contact: BioEcoOcean@uu.se
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