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OHC is a crucial indicator for assessing past, present, and
future climate changes.
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OHC = pC,T dxdydz
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A ‘simple’ temperature-volume integral but hiding
complex observational challenges...
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The evolving subsurface temperature observing system
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e Ocean Heat Content (OHC) is a crucial indicator for understanding past,
present, and future climate changes.

e |ts assessment is challenging and requires a robust and consistent
methodology, ensuring careful data processing at every stage.

e Using an ensemble approach helps ensure a reliable comparison across
different OHC estimates, accounting for differences in products and
methodologies.

e A coordinated international effort is essential to establish clear guidelines
for a reliable OHC indicator, addressing critical aspects such as ocean domain
selection, product characteristics (in situ, reanalysis, models, satellite), and
uncertainty assessment.
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