
Get to know 

4TU.ResearchData



1. What is 4TU.Research Data? 

2. Why would you archive your data and use 4TU for that? 

3. Procedure to upload a software/dataset to 4TU

4. Git integration in 4TU. How does it work? 

Schedule





What is 4TU.Research Data? 

• Curated data and software depository for science, engineering and design. 
• Supports publishing and “long-term” preservation. 
• Expands the ability to re-use (collaborate) your data 

• Link the data metadata to Datacite which ensures your data is findable across other 
website services like Google scholar for papers.

• The philosophy is not to store large datasets comprising petabytes of data, but to 
manage multiple data objects in a way that facilitates their reuse. 
• Serving netcdf files through the opendap protocol
• Serving images files through the iiif framework (in-development)

• Unique repository within the Netherlands that provide support for sharing and long-
term preservation of both research data and software from the entire NES domain. 

https://datacite.org/
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In the context of FAIR data

▪ Findable: DOIs, landing page, curated metadata export to aggregators
▪ Accesible: Access control, format specific optimizations (like Git and OpenDAP 

protocol)
▪ Interoperable: Git, NetCDF, IIIF, recommended file formats
▪ Reusable: File download, licensing options, webAPI 

https://djehuty.4tu.nl/#x1-600005


Why would you archive your data?

• Your data is safe and readable in the long term

• You can comply with funder requirements 

• It raises the impact of your research

• It raises your research profile 



Why would you use 4TU.ResearchData?

• Up to 100 GB storage for TU/e 

• The data is stored redundantly at three different locations in The 
Netherlands

• Receive a persistent identifier for a published dataset

• Find your dataset in aggregation services like Datacite

• Statistics on the re-use of your published data 

• Free and open-source backend  (no vendor lock-in, community driven 
development)





Walk through the 4TU repository 

Go to https: https://next.data.4tu.nl/

https://next.data.4tu.nl/


Step1 : Log in 

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step2 : Create a dataset

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step3 : The metadata form(1/3)

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step4 : The metadata form(2/3)

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step4 : The metadata form(3/3)

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step5 : Software deposit (Git 1/2)

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step5 : Software deposit (Git 1/2) 
if using Github

Go to data.4tu.nl



Step6 : Software deposit (Git 2/2) 

Go to data.4tu.nl



Useful links

Data collection policy

Deposit guidelines

Preservation policy

Restricted access

https://data.4tu.nl/s/docs/data-collection-policy.pdf
https://data.4tu.nl/s/docs/data-collection-policy.pdf
https://data.4tu.nl/s/documents/Deposit_Guidelines_2020.pdf
https://data.4tu.nl/s/documents/4TU.Preservation_Policy.pdf
https://data.4tu.nl/s/documents/4TU.ResearchData_Restricted_Access_2023.pdf


Questions? 
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