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Abstract. Feedback plays a crucial role in language acquisition and linguistic
competence, particularly in the context of primary school learners. This article
examines the significance of feedback in developing linguistic competence in
young learners of foreign languages. It highlights the different types of feedback,
including formative and summative, and explores how both can impact the
development of speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. The article
discusses effective feedback strategies, such as corrective feedback, praise, peer
feedback, and self-assessment, and how they can be used to guide learners toward
improvement. The role of feedback in fostering motivation, confidence, and a
growth mindset is also examined. By providing timely, clear, and constructive
feedback, teachers can significantly enhance students' linguistic abilities, thus
promoting more effective language learning.

Keywords. Feedback, Linguistic Competence, Primary School Learners,
Language Acquisition, Corrective Feedback, Peer Feedback, Self-Assessment,
Motivational Feedback, Constructive Feedback, Language Development, Teacher-

Introduction. Language acquisition is a complex process that involves the
development of various skills, including speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
For primary school learners, developing linguistic competence in a foreign
language requires not only exposure to the language but also continuous guidance
and support from teachers. One of the most effective ways to support language
development is through feedback. Feedback serves as a tool to correct errors,
reinforce correct usage, and guide learners toward better language proficiency. It is
essential that feedback be timely, constructive, and tailored to individual learners’

needs to maximize its impact on linguistic development.
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The Importance of Feedback in Language Learning

One of the primary functions of feedback in language learning is to help
learners identify and correct errors. Linguistic competence involves not only the
acquisition of new vocabulary and grammar but also the ability to use the language
correctly and appropriately. Feedback helps learners recognize mistakes and
provides guidance on how to improve. This process of error correction is vital for
language development, as it encourages learners to engage actively with the
language and refine their skills. Effective feedback encourages learners to reflect
on their own language use and think critically about their mistakes.

Types of Feedback in Language Learning

Corrective feedback involves the identification and correction of mistakes
made by learners. This type of feedback can be provided in several forms,
including explicit correction, where the teacher directly provides the correct
answer, or implicit feedback, where the teacher hints at the error and encourages
the student to find the correct answer independently. Corrective feedback is
particularly important in language learning as it helps learners become aware of
their linguistic errors and work toward self-improvement. However, it is crucial
that corrective feedback is delivered in a positive and supportive manner to avoid
discouraging young learners.Praise and positive reinforcement are essential
components of feedback, particularly for younger learners.

Feedback Strategies for Effective Language Learning

Providing feedback promptly after a language activity is essential for
reinforcing learning. Clear and specific feedback is more effective than general
comments, as it provides students with concrete guidance on how to improve. For
instance, instead of saying, "Good job!" a teacher could say, "Great job using the
past tense correctly in your story! Next time, remember to add the subject at the
beginning of the sentence.” Specific feedback helps students understand exactly

what they did well and where they need to focus their efforts for improvement. The
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way feedback is delivered is just as important as the content. When feedback is
delivered in a positive and supportive tone, students are more likely to receive it
well and use it to improve.

Conclusion. Feedback is an indispensable tool for developing linguistic
competence in primary school learners. It provides essential support in the error
correction process, helps build students’ confidence and motivation, and
encourages active participation in their own language learning. By offering timely,
clear, specific, and constructive feedback, educators can foster a positive learning
environment that motivates students and guides them toward becoming competent
language users. Furthermore, integrating various types of feedback—corrective
feedback, praise, peer feedback, and self-assessment—enhances the learning
experience and helps students develop the skills they need to succeed in language
acquisition.
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