
academic writing workshop

adapted from the university of essex's
"how to improve your academic writing"
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stage 1: structure



core: a sound argument
synthesis of outside sources
informative section headers
neat and legible layout

you should be able to sum up your entire

argument in a couple of lines!



stage 2: punctuation and grammar



inappropriate use of tense
ex: "‘Robert P. Crease asked
physicians what they think is the
most beautiful experiment."
tense shift can be confusing!

uniform sentences all following same
structure

change it up!
incorrect preposition use 

ex: with vs from
informal phrasing 

ex: talks vs discusses
use of terms like "basically" 

"Do not write so

that you can be

understood,

write so that

you cannot be

misunderstood."



stage 3: reasoning



poor structure
poor referencing techniques 

make sure you're using
the right conventions!

generalisations
speculations and assertions
misuse of a well-known
phrase
poor choice of vocab

be precise and accurate! 

‘Be emotionally neutral:

most academic writing

requires you to stand

back and analyse

dispassionately, as an

objective onlooker.



level up!


