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 NO. 4. APRIL, 1893. VOL. I.

 The

 TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESIA.*

 By FREDERICE COURTNEY SELOUS.

 I COMs5IfCED my Afriean ramblings in 1871. At that time the faeilities

 for reaching the interior from the Cape Colony mrere very diSerent from

 those whieh are now arrailable, as tllere was nnly one short line of

 railway from Cape Town to the village of NVellington in existence ill
 the whole eollntry.

 Landing at Algoa Bay on September 4tll, I at onee proeeeded to the

 Diamond Fields by bulloek wat,gon, a, journey rhieh *eeupied two

 months. At that time neither diamonds nor gold :had any eharlll for
 me, as my only desire was to get away into the far interior; but as I

 found that it would be inadvisable to start on sueh a journey until the
 rainy season was over, I bought a wat,gon and oxen, and spent the

 intervening time in a trading trip through Griqualand, and down the

 northern bank of the Orange River as far as the eotlntry of Elas Lueas,
 a Nasnaqua or Soranna cllief.

 In April, 1872, aeeoml)anied by two young men of about my own

 age, Messrs. Dorehill and Sadleir, I set out for Matabeleland. XVe had

 one waggon and span of osen between us, and, as our money had run

 short, were rather badly fitted out for a long journey ill the way of

 stores and tlading goods. lIowever, we had heard tllat e3lephants zvere
 plentiful in Matabeleland, and, being young and hopeful, we thought

 that earerything would eoine right when xve got amon;:,st the tuskers, as
 indeed it did. The route mre followed was the old trade road which

 skirts the eastern edge of the Iialahari desert, passin; throuOh

 Kuruman and Molepololi, and frolll thenee to Shoshont, irl the eonntrsr

 of the Bamangwato, who were then rulecl ovel by AIachin. This chief
 was as llluch disliked by the traders living in his eountry as the present

 * Read at the Meetin,, of the Royal Geographical Society, February 13th, 1893.
 Nap, p. 384.

 NO. IV, APPWTL1 1893.] U

 Geographical Journal.
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 290  T\VENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESIA.

 ruler, Khalea, is llonoured and respected. At Sechele's town (Molepo-
 loli) we had luet Mr. Frank Mandy, who was also on his way to
 Matabeleland, and who, having been there before, was personally
 acquainted nvith Lo Bengula3§ and his people; and we all travelled
 together as far as Bulawayo7 wllich we at length reached in the end of August.

 As Lo Bengula has of late years become sllell a well-knoxva
 personality in Zambesia, and may become much better known in the
 near future, I may perhaps be pardoned for quotirlg the account I wrote
 of my first interview with himX no:r-nlore than twenty years ago:-

 " We found that owing to the scarcity of grass for cattle near the
 chief town, Lo Bengula had trekked awaJr and built a telllporary kraal
 near AzYlachi AIashlopay (white stones); so we too trekked straight
 across the country to where he was, ;etting there towards evening.
 Here we found Mr. G. A. Phillips, wllo had already been eight years in
 the eountry, trading and huntitlg, and lle kindly gaare us a goat to
 slaughter. The following morlling; Lo Bengula, king of the powerful
 tribe of the Matabele (or Amalldebele, as they should be ealled?, earne
 down to our waggons. He is a man standing about 5 feet 10 or 11 inehes,
 strongly and stoutly built, and even at that date was growing very fat.
 Ee was then dressed in a greasy sllirt and dirty pair of trousers; but I
 am happy to say that he soon afterwards disearded European elothing,
 alld llow almrays appears in his own native drass, in whieh he looks
 what lle is the ehief of a savage and barbarous people. After saying
 a fexv words to Mandy, vllom he linew, and seenwed pleased to see agairl,
 he asked who was the olvner of the other waggon, and being told
 by AIr. Phillips, who aeted as interpreter, that I was, lle asked me
 what I had eonle to do. I said -I had eotee to hunt elephants, upon
 whicll he burst out laughillg, and said, 'Was it not steinbueks' (a
 diminutive speeies of antelope) ' that you eame to hunt? Why, you're
 only a boy ! ' I replied that, although a boy, I nevertheless wished to
 hunt elephants, and asked his permission to- do so, upon which he made
 some further disparaging remarks regarding my youthful appearanee,
 and then rose to go without gix7ing me any answer. He was attencled
 by al)out fifty natives, who had all been squattint, on the ground in a
 selalicilele dtlring the interview, but all of wllom, iinmediatelJr he rose
 to go, clied out ' How ! how ! ' in a tone of intense surprise, as if some
 low-ely aplearition had burst upon their view; tllen, as he passed, they
 folloaved, crouching down, and cryilag out, ' OhX thou prince of princes !
 thou blach ollel thou calf of the black cow I thou black elephant!"'
 otc., etc.

 Finally Lo Bengula gave llle perlllission to go and hullt wheresrer I
 zleased, as I Bras onlJr a boy, alld I took to the life so kindly that for

 * The correct pronullciation is Lo Beng-ula, 1lot " Ben-gula," a3 is common.
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 291 TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESIA.

 three ;years I remained in Zatnbesia, witllout evel experiencing the
 slightest desire to exchange nly free wild life for t}le comforts and
 restraints of civilisation. During that period I traarelled ov-er a great -
 deal of country; but, boing always engaged in elephant hunting, which
 occupied all lYly tinwe and attention, I am sorry to say that I did no
 sllr^-eyirlg wolk whatever. The rainy seasons I spent in Matabeleland,
 not reluaining in onc place, lJut travelling about the country trading
 with the natives. In this oray, during the railly season of 1873, alid
 again in 1874, I travelled all over the splendidly-watered plateau, in
 which the Nwanetsi, Lundi, and Tukw-i Risrers take theil rise, and went
 as far south as the junction of the Tngesi and Lundi Rivers not far
 from Mount Bufwa. Unforttlnately, as I have said aboare, I made no
 sketch maps of these journeys; but they were not altogether useless,
 as it vas my lenlenlbrance of tXlle way in whicll George Wood and
 myself piloted our waggon througll this country which enabled me
 sixteen -ears later to undertake, with an easy conscience, to guide the
 British South Africa Company's Pioneer :Expedition to Mashonaland
 throug;h this same country in 1890.

 During the dry seasons from May till November- of these tllree
 years, I travelled and hunted always Oll foot, vith a few native
 carriers, all over the country between Matabeleland atld the Zalabes;, a4
 far eastwards as the Sanyati River, and westwardswto the Victoria Falls,
 and up the Cllobe or liwando River as far as the Sullta outlet.

 In 1874 I found a lot of Masubias, refugees frola the tyranny of
 Sipopo, cllief of the Barotsi tribe, living on islands in the marshes of the
 Chobe, and in a very miserable condition, as, having fled from their
 homes without being able to carry any food with tllem, they were
 reduced to all kinds of shifts to save themselses from starsation. I
 found theln living principally upon fish and a kind of meal made by
 pounding up the dried roots of a water plant. They were also eating
 a kind of food which looked exactly like sawdust. This, I follnd, was
 lnade from the roots of the palm tree, which are first roasted under the
 ashes of a fire and then hammered, when this substance falls out between
 the fibres. They said it was very good, and I took their word for it, but
 did not try it. I became very friendly witll these people, al.d speni;
 some months alllongst them; and as during that tinle I shot tz ellty-four
 elephants, besides othel large animals, erery ounce of earery one of
 which they used as food, I think I luay say that I was a ^e3come
 visitor. I was tl-le filst white man any of the women and children h.ael
 ever seen, though solne of the lYlen said they llad seen Dr. I,ixrilastone
 in Sekeletu's tirne. It was during the dry season of 1874 that I first
 noticed that tlle waters of the Chobe xvere rising instead of fallin(r,
 although every day the weather was gettilDg hotter and hotter. l
 noticed tllis phenomenon more carefully in subsequent years, and xvill
 refer to it later on.

 u 2
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 294  TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESIA.

 In 187o I returned to England, goinD back to South Afiica aDain

 early tlle following year.

 As the health of i;ambesia is just nonv a much-discussed question, I

 will here say a few words on the subject, giving my own expeziences

 during three years of continuous residence in all parts of the country.

 Owing t;o severe exposure to wet and cold during several days arsd

 nights, in the early part of 1872, I got an attack of fearer and ague in Gri-

 qualand so that I was handicapped before starting for the interior. This

 fever and ague was exactly what I have seen people get on the high

 plateau of Mashonaland, during the last iw Jrears, from silailal exposure

 to lain arId cold. It took me some tirlle to shake oR, and was still in my

 system when I reached Matabeleland, I)ut the attacks only carne on when

 I halted anywhere for a few days. During November and December 1872,

 11unting down in l;lle low hot country towards the Zambesi, I was again

 ver) much exposed to wet, and on several occasions lay out all night

 long, without any shelter, drellched through with such heavy rain tllat

 it put out the largest fire and convelted hard ground into a swamp. I

 naturally again got soake,d witll fever poison, but as long as I remained

 huntin the disease did not show itself. Directly I got back to

 Bulawayo it broke out, and during a month or so I had several sharp

 attacks. By that time, however, my sound constitution had choked all

 the fever gerlns, and from that day until in 1878, when very severe

 exposure irs Central Africa once more filled me up with malarial poison,

 I do not rernernber ever to have had one single hour's illness or to har e

 taken one drop of medicine. The life I led was, however, if a -ery hald,

 at any rate, in Inany respects, a very healtlly one; for the rnost part I

 ate nothing but lneat and Mashona rice, and drank notlling but tea,

 usually without milk and sugar, not because I like it son but because

 tllose adjuncts were unobtainable.

 In 1877 I again visited the Chobe and Zambesi Rivers, elephant

 hunting, but had a very bad season, as we could not come across

 elephants; so towards the end of the year I sent lny waggons back to

 BIatabelelancl) lout instead of going with them resohred to cross tlle

 Zambesi and try and find a good elephant country to the north of that
 * _

 rlver. l was accompanied on this journey by Mr. L. ZI. Owert, a

 gentletuan xvell known in South Africa. WYe started on Octol)er Sith

 from Pandaleatenka, nvith four pack-donkeys and a few nat;ve carrierse

 and a few days later crocsed the Zarabesi at \Vankie's tolvn, swinlming

 the donkeys through the river at the tail of a canoe without difficult;y.

 At this tilue of the year the heat in the Z;ambesi valley is intenss and

 arery enervating anci oppressive. On November 3rd the thertnorneter

 marked 87° at day dawn, the coolest tiane in the twenty-four hours: and

 at midday in the shacle of very thick foliaged trees, with a breeze

 bloxving beneath, it ranbed from 103° to 110° as long as we were on the

 river.
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 295 TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESI.4.

 As I thought that elepllants were sure to be plentiful in the

 neighbourhood of the Rafukwe and Loangwa Rivers, and also irL the

 country between tllose rivexs, I deterrnined first of all to follow tlle

 collrse of the Zambesi as far as the mouth of the Rafukwe before

 leaving the former river. Where we crossed the Zambesi tlle }?eople

 belong to the Manansa tribe, and are an ofEshoot of the Makalakas. These

 people are mild alld peaceable in disposition, and friendly to travellers.

 Fortnerly they inhabited a large tract of country to the SOllth of the

 %ambesi, and to the westward of the River Gwai, froln which they were

 driven with great slaughter by the Matabele.

 On the second day after leaving Wallkle's village we got arnongst

 the Batongas, a people who now have an evil reputation, and which is

 well deserved. At the time of our visit to them, however, in 1877, no

 white man had travelled alllongst them since Dr. Livingstone, Charles

 Livirlgstone and Dr. Kirk passed through their country in 1861, so tllat

 we xvere still soluething strange and new to them, and the awe with

 which we irlspired them overcame their innate rascality. ThetT gave us

 no trouble whatever, and indeed, were very civil, the headman of almost

 every village we passed through presenting us with a goat, for which,

 of course, he always got a " quid pro quo." Both banks of this part of

 the Zambesi seemecl very thickly populated by these people, their

 villages being very close together, with altnost all the intermediate

 ground cleared for cultivation. In every village stood a large dovecot,

 whose innlates kept up an incessant cooing. This peaceftll stato of

 things, however, did not last long, as beyond the River Chaisa fighting

 had recently been going on between Eanyeruba, the Capitro Mor of

 Zumbo, and the Batongas, and as Ranyesnba's men were well armed

 with guns, and the Batongas llad only assegais, the latter had got very

 anuch the worst of it. WVe passed many villages from which the owners

 had been driven, and their huts and corn bins burnt. At one place we

 passed the remains of a man and woman lying on the footpath. Many

 people must have been killed, as the stench was often oSensive, though

 the bodies had been dragged into the neighbouring bush by the hysenas.

 Just at sundowIl one evening about fifty Batongas came down to our

 camp near the site of a burnt village, each of them carrying from four

 to eight assegais. They seesned very friendly when they heard we were

 Amangees (English). The Enduna tolcl us that all their towns and

 corn bins had been burnt, they thesnselves shot domrn, and th6ir women

 and children carried oS into slavery by the Shakundas. They now

 wete living in the bush with the renlnants cyf their belongings. This

 man gave T1S two goats, saying he was very pleased to see Englishluen,

 as he had heard they did not trouble people. At one place lve lnet a

 Batonga army of about three hundred men who were going to attack a

 half-caste Portuguese trader, nalned Monteiro, who was living on a

 large island in the Zambesi mrith a strong following of Shakundas. At
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 296  TWENTY YEiRS IN ZAMBEStA.

 this juncture all our carriers threw down their loads and bolted, so that
 WB were obliged to get men frola the Batongas to carry our things, and
 had to accompany theln to near Monteiro's camp. That night the
 Batonga army was encamped all roulld us, but they nvere very orderlJr,
 and gave us no trouble wllatever. During the llight the Shakundas on
 the island beat their war drum, and bade defiance to their enemies, who
 only listened in sullen silence. The nest laorn;ng fiX-e of our own Inell
 (three of whon themselves were Batongas) retllrned, but the men we
 had hired at Wankie's never turned up agail. The following lllorning
 more Batongas lept coming in, all decked out in war costume. Some of
 them were, with their large feather head-dresses, as ferocious-looking
 savages as I have seen, and except for the head-dresses about half of
 them were perfectly stark llaked. There was only one gun, an old fint-
 lock, in the entire Batouga ariny; but they were very rich in assegais,
 none carrying less tharl four, and mally of them as many as eight of
 these weapolls. No fi,ht, however, took place, as each party was
 apparelltly afraid to attack the other, and at last an arrangement was
 come to and the Batongas retired, their Enduna supplying me with
 seven carriers in place of those that had run away. At length after
 ulany delays we reached, on November 24th, the narrow gorge of Eariba,
 wllere the mighty Zambesi, which just above is a great river oser llalf a
 mile in breadth, has worn for itself a deep narrow channel in the hard
 rock, through which it rushes at a terrific pace in a series of whirlpools
 and eddies. I went a long way down this gorge and examined it care-
 fully, and ill many places it cannot be more than 60 yards in width,
 as I balanced msself on the rocks on one side and threw stones right
 across. From the high-water marks I should think that when in
 flood the Zainbesi must here rise quite 20 feet above its level when I
 saw it, and its breadth would then be over 200 yarde. The Sanyati
 enlpties itself into the ZalulDesi from the south, just at the entrance
 of Kariba gorge. Its bed is one mass of huge boulders of rock, and
 about 1o0 yards broad, but w^-hen I saw it, at the end of a rery dry
 season, there was but a mere driblet of water running into the Zambesi,
 though I can easily understand that after heavy rains it may be trans-
 formed into a roarillg torrent.

 To avoid the hills of Rariba we took a path which passed atthe back
 of them, through dry, desolate-looking, Mopani forests. The only water
 we saw we obtained at the bottom of a deep well that had been dug
 by some natives near their village. Oll the following day ve again
 struck the Zambesi at Nyalapunga. In no part of the great river that
 I have visited and I have followed its course for several llundred
 miles altogether have I seen as mally hippopotami as there are ill the
 reaches beyond Nyampunga. We often saw two or three large herds, of
 from fifteell to twelltar anianals ill each, in the course of a mile.

 0n Novemler 28th we crossed the Losito River, and soon afterwards
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 298  TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBEStA.

 reached Syaukwe. This place had lately been the headquarters of some

 Portuguese or half-o&ste traders, and the romains of eight square huts,

 ith verandahs round them, were still standing. Sllortly before our

 arrival, in the absenoe of most of the male inhabitants who were with

 lianyemba, Syaukwe had been attacked by a party o£ Batongas, who

 had burnt down and destroyed most of the huts. The inhabitants had

 all managed to escape across the river in their canoes, and at the tiine

 of our visit were living in little straw makeshifts for huts on the whito

 sand along the water's edge.

 At this place we re-crossed the Zambesi to the southern side, and

 learned froln the fugitives from Nyawlkwe that there was a white man-

 a Portuguese living on an island a few miles lower down the river.

 A little before sundown we got opposite the place, and Senhor Joaquim

 Mendonga sent a boat to bring us to his island. XVe here rsmained a

 fortnight, and during that time I went down with Mendonga to the

 mouth of the Eafukwe River on a visit to Kanyelnba. At that time I

 believe that the sla+e trade was still legal in the Portuguese possessions,

 being only finally abolished on January 1st, 1878, so that we could not

 be surprised at the sight of slaves in chains. Unfortunately, so little

 power has the Portuguese Government to enforce its laws in the interior

 of South Eastern Africa, that in 1891 slavery was still being carried

 on on the central Zambesi by men holding the oXcial title of Capit3io

 Mor, very lnuch as at the time of my first arisit in 1877. Both during

 our first visit and oll our return from the north a few months later,

 Mendonga treated us with the greatest kindness and hospitality. He

 was not a philanthropist, axld apparently looked upon his life in AfricsU

 as a weary exile. He texsely summed up his ideas conceming the

 natives and the country in a setltence which he often repeated to me:

 "negro diablo; Africa inferno "-(a black man is a devil; Africa is

 Hell). Ee had, however, many gOod qualities, but the evil surroundings

 amongst which he had lived, had esercised a deteriorating infuence

 upon him. Whilst we were at Kassoko (the name of the island on

 which Mendonga lived) we met with a great snisfortune, for three out

 of our four dookeys were killed by hyenas, and the fourth so torn as

 to be rendered useless for work. They were not on the island with us,

 but in a camp on the northern bank of the river in charge of my Basuto

 sexwant, and two Batongas. We were now reduced to five boys to carry

 our baggage. IIowever, we had little baggage to carry. All our

 provisions were finished, and Mendon§a had llothing to sell us, so that

 from this time forth, until we reached Matabeleland in the following

 May, we had nothing in the way of food but what we shot, and what

 we could buy from the natives, and nothing but water to drink. As

 we learlled from MendonQa that elephants were plentiful on the IJpper

 Eafukwe, I determined to set c)ut there at once. Some natives that

 were consulted said we had best first cross the Manica plateau (not to
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 299 TWENTY YEARS IN ZA3IBESIA.

 be confounded with the Manica country, in South Eastern Africa) to

 Sitanda's, the head chief of that district, and then get men from him to

 show us where the elephants were. The rainy season was just setting

 in and it proved one of exceptional searerity we had neither tent nor

 waterproof, alld only the lnost meagre outfit in the way of blankets and

 clothing, very little snedicine, and nothing in the nvay of food but what

 we got from day to day. As long as we kept our health, however,

 everything went well. I shot game, and with the lneat we bougllt

 whatever food the natives had to sell. But when ve were all down

 vith fever, and I could no longer shoot, sve were very nearly starved,

 and altogether had such a bad time of it that we only just managed to

 live through that rainy sea,son in Central Africa.

 On December 13th we left Eassoko, Mendonga having supplemented

 our own five boys with four Shakundas who were to act as guides as far

 as Sitanda's. We crossed the Zambesi just below its junction with the

 Eafukwe, and at once made for the range of mountains which here runs

 parallel with the course of the Kafukwe and Zambesi Rivers, and

 beyond which lies the plateau of Manica. As a great deal of rain was

 now falling clay and night, it was not until the fourth day after leaving

 the Zambesi valley that we at length emerged from the hills and stepped

 on to the table-land beyond; great open plains, O1 rather rolling downs,

 intersected by ranges of low hills, for all the world like portions of the

 hIashona country south of the Zambesi. I think we must have

 ascended quite 3000 feet above the level of the Zambesi. The tempera-

 tllre was delightfully pleasant, and quite fresh and cool after the

 sultly heat we had experienced since leaving Panda-matenka; the

 thermolneter shoxved a diSerence of 20°. At the time of our risit to the

 Manica plateau the country looked charming. The young grass, thanks

 to the recent heavy rain, had shot up 1 foot or 18 inches in height over

 hill and dale, every tree and shrub was ill full leaf, and everything

 looked green, and fresh, and smiling. hIany of the shrubs on the edge

 of the hills l)ore sweet-smelling flowers, and, as on all the plateaus of

 the interior of Africa, small but beautiful ground-flowers were very

 abundant.

 After reaching the plateau we travelled to the north-west, crossing

 the heads of the Mai-yuni and Chongwe Rivers, which flonxJ first north-

 wards, then eastwards, and finally southwalds into the Zatnbesi. ()n

 January lst, 1878, we reached a rirulet called Kalolo, which ran to the

 south-west towards the Kafukwe, and from this point to Sitanda's village

 we travelled nearly due north. The country near Sitanda's is no longer

 open, but consists of patches of open forest alternating with grassy

 valleys. Just beyond the village there is a large river or swamp, which

 the natives said it nvould take more tllan a day to cross. As, howevel,

 rain had been falling unceasingly for more than a month, almost every

 valley itl the country lvas flooded. In these swainps of the Lukanga,
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 300  TWENTY YEARS IN ZABIBESIA.

 large herds of the graceful Lechwe antelopes were to be seen in all

 directions, stancRing up to their bellies in water, on the flooded land.

 During our journey from the Zambesi to the Lukanga we had suSerecl

 much from exposule to the unceasing rain, and directly ve halted Iny

 cornpanion was laid up with fever. Then iFranz, my Basuto sereant,

 got an attack. At this time the struggle for existence was very sexere,

 as there was a fatnine in Sitanda's country, and the people would only

 sell corn for meat. The only game to be got were Lechwe ante]opes, in

 the swamps of the Lukanga, and I think it was the continual wading

 under a tropical sun that at last gave me fever too. Luckily I had laid

 up a good supply of corn beforel falling ill. TVhen we were all ill

 Sitanda became most inhospitable, and, no doubt, was ver) much

 disappointed that we did not die and enable him to become our residuary

 legatee. Thel only thing for us now to do was to get back to the

 Zambesi. As soon as I shook of the fever I began to get strong at,ain,

 and so also did Frans, but Mr. Owen remained in a ver- weak condition

 and could only travel very slowly, and, as we only had a little calico left

 with which to buy food, and knew that when that was done we should

 starve to death, I at last took three of our five boy.s and pushed on

 to the Zambesi in order to send assistance back to my companion, with

 whom I left almost all the calico.

 On February 19th I reached Mendonga's island, Kassoko, and was

 very kindly received, and on the following day sent assistance to my

 companion, who firlally rejoined me on March Sth.

 On March 2Ist, Mr. Oxven seeming much stlonger, lve started for

 Matabeleland, intending to cross the Zambesi to the west of Rariba, and

 then strike due south, through an entilely unlinown and pathless

 country. Soon after leaving Kassoko Mr. Owen got a bad lelapse, and

 became so weak that he could not walk a step. I then made a kind of

 hammock of bark, and slung it on a pole, and, having obtained a supply

 of calico and powder from Mendonga, hired some Banaai to carry him.

 On April 4th we recrossed the Zambesi to the southern side. The

 daily worry and trouble I llad to get the men to carry my companion

 can never lze underbtood by anyone who has not had a sirnilal

 experience. The ansiety of mind and want of sleep soon brought on

 fever; and though at first I only got an attack every second day, I

 presently had ague and fever every day, but was forced to walk on in

 the hot sun with the feser on me. Add to this, that we avere travelling

 through a pathless country, and that, being the end of tlle rainy season,

 the vegetation was at its rankest, and I do not know how the journey

 could have becll rendered more arduous.

 At last, on April lSth, we reached a Banyai town on the Gweo, a

 tributary of the River IJmay; and further than this the men from the

 Zambesi would not carry m; companion; and as he could not walk a

 step, mre were in a mess. XVe had only five boys, three of them mere
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 striplings, and, worst of all, but two and a half pieces of calico left. I

 myself was very weak and ill. Bad alld insufficient food, overfatigue,

 and ntorry of mind had worn me out. There was but one thing to do,

 nvhich was for llle to push on to the Matabele country, and send help

 back as quickly as possible. In nzy weak state I almost despaired of

 beilag able to walk so far; but it was tlle onlychance,for there svas

 nothint, left with which to pay men to carry ZIr. Owen any further, and

 ave were still a lon, lont, way frolll the Matabele country Arrange-

 ments were soon made. I left Franz, my Basuto servant, and a small

 boy, to carry wood and watel, and took the other five Wafirs with me.

 I took nine yards of calico, leaving the two whole pieces and all the

 beads with Mr. Owen, which was a sufficient supply to enable him, with

 a little ecollomy, to buy food enougn to last at least six weeks, by which

 time, if I lived, help would haxre reached him from Matabeleland.

 On April 17th I parted with BIr. Owen, and on May 4th reached

 Emhlangen, in Matabeleland, after a dreadful journeJr In Matabeleland

 I was once mtre aluongst my friends and countrymen, the missionaries

 and traders. A party was at olace organised, and sent to Mr. Owen7s

 assistance, and he eventually reached Bulawayo in better health than

 when I left hile, as he had enjoyed a long rest.

 By the following July I had quite recovered my healtll, and early in

 August started on an elephant-hunting expedition to northern Mashona-

 land, where T remained until the end of the year. On returning from

 this expedition, we (George wOOa, Alfred Cross, Matthew Clarkson, and

 mJrself) cut a new road from the Umfuli to the Sebakwe River, as the

 old hunting-road to the north of the BfIachabi range of hills had become

 ilLlpracticable for waggons. Our llew road traversed a beantiful stretch

 of high-lyin(t, open, and well-X5ratered country between the Machabi and

 Intaba Irlsimbi ranges of hills, and after this date, and plior to 1890,

 was the road always followed by llunters and travellers visiting Mashona-

 land.

 In 1879 I travelled and hunted all over the country between the

 Mababi, BIachabi, and Chobe (or Rwando) R;vers as far as lAIai-ill;'s,

 where the liver divicles into tsvo luain blanches, between which is a

 larte island full of swamps and lagoons, where, at the time of our YiSit,

 galue was very plentiful, especially buCaloes and Lechwe antelopes. In

 travelling to the Mababi River I took the desert road fron Khama's

 capital, Shoshong, and our unfortunate cattle suSered much from want

 of owatel; in fact, our expedition narrowly escaped total destruction

 frorll thirst, for, Oll the last stage of the journey, tlle oxen :had to plull

 the lleaxy xvaggons from the pool of So(le-Garra to the Alababi River a

 clistance of 120 miles--^-ithout a drink or a rest.

 lr. Arnot has described his jotlrney over this same road three J ear.s

 later as a very arduous one; but he then found water in many places

 which were dry ln 1879. During thiS J ear I crossed the Quando, and

This content downloaded from 129.219.247.33 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 23:01:48 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 302
 TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESIA.

 visited the site of Linyanti, the chief town of the Makololo chief,
 Sebituane, who was visited by Livingstone and Oswell in 1852. At
 that time Sebituane was lord over a vast extent of country, and his
 warriors had conqtlered the Barotsi, on the Upper Zalnbesi, and
 devastated the whole of the high plateau lying between that river and
 the :Eafukwe. At length Sebituane died, and his son, Sekeletu, became
 king in his stead. iEe also was the friend of Livingstone, bf whozn he
 was visited for the last time in 1861. AYhen Sekeletu died, th
 Makololo elnpire fell to pieces. There ntas a civil war betsveen two
 rival claimants for the chieftainship; and then the subject tribes rose
 upon their conquerors, and, led by Sipopo, a descendant of the old
 Barotsi chiefs who had ruled in the land before the 3¢akololo invasion,
 vltterly annihilated the remnant of the conquering race. Every male
 child was slain, but the feluales were taken as wixes; so that thele is a
 strong strain of Makololo blood amongst the present Barotsi people.
 Two small parties of Makololo warriors escaped the general slaughter,
 and fled aeross the Kwando. One of these parties made their way
 to, and craved protection from, Lechulatebe, the chief of the Bataxvani,
 at Lake N'gami, by whom they were treacherously muldered to a man.
 The second party nvent to Matabeleland, and were well receixed by
 Umziligazi, who gave them cattle and land to live upon; so that they
 throve and prospered, and their descendants are living in the country to
 the present day. At the tiine of our 5tisit to Linyanti nothing remained
 to show its former prosperity but the site of an old native town. Where
 fifteen years previously cattle had grazed, and human beings had tilled
 the soil, we found great herds of bufEaloes and Lechwe antelopes; and
 in all the land, to use a native expression, "there were no lords but the
 lions." With the buSaloes had come the tse-tse fly, and we fourld these
 insects very nulnerous in the district. We visited the graves of
 Sebituane and Sekeletu, and our Eafirs made ofEerings, and prayed to
 the spirits of these departed chiefs. Their pale ghosts, however, frowned
 upon us, for not only did we not see many (+lepllallts, which we had
 prayed to be put in the way of seeing, but my unfortunate friend
 Mr. French lost himself, and died of thirst in the desert country between
 the Chobe and the Zambesi. At Linyanti we found the tires and
 :nave-bands of a waggon tllat had long since crumbled to decay. This
 waggon may have belonged to Dr. Livingstone, or to the unfortunate
 mission party w]lo, with their wivqes and children, all died here in 1861,
 with the exception of Mr. Price and two of Mr. Helmore's children.

 Durillg this year I noticed more particularly than in 1874 the
 curious phenomenon of the steady rise of the waters of he Chobe and
 Machabi an outlet of the Okavango from the first week in June
 until the last week in Septelnber, when they comrnenced to recede.
 That the Okavango and the Upper liwando are connected on their upper
 courses, I think there can be no doubt, as the waters of the SIachabi
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 went on ris1ng steadily pari ?assu xvith the Chobe, until the end of

 September, when both commenced to recede simultaneously.
 What is the e2zplanation of this remarkable phenomellon X am still

 at a loss to conceive, as there are no snow mountains at the sources of

 the liwando and Okavango Rivers, and the Zambesi, which rises in the
 satne latitude, decreases steadily in volume from day to day during the
 dry season like all other rivers xvith which I am acquainted in Soutll

 Central Africa. Besides the channels which still become annually
 filled with water from the overflow of the Chobe and Okavango liver

 systems, there are many others which are now quite dry, but in which
 the natives say they once used to travel in canoes. Further to the

 south-east too, in the country between the GoB7ai and Wata Rivers,
 there are old river-beds, some of which are quite dry, whilst in others

 pools of mrater may still be found; and where such pools exi.st they are
 either pernent, or water may be obtained by digging when they are
 eRry, which seems to show that water still runs in these ancient river-

 beds below the surface.

 In the following year, 1880, I again visited Mashonaland on a

 hunting e2zpedition in cornpany mrith Mr. J. S. Jameson, mrho recentl;y
 lost his life under such very sad circumstances, when left behind on the

 Congo during the progress of the Emin Relief E2zpedition. Poor Jalneson
 and I lived together for a year in the wilderness, and I have never

 yet met a more lovable man. }It was a very keen sportsman, and full

 of life and spirits, and being both gentle and brave, was a universal

 favourite, not only with all sorts and conditions of white men, mrhether
 Boer hunters or English traders, but also with the natives, from Lo
 Bengula downnvards. During the year we traced the course of the

 Umfuli River to its junction witll the Sanyati, proving conclusively
 that it did not run into the Zambesi independently, as represented on

 all the lnaps published up to this date.

 In 1881 I returned to England for the second time.

 In 1882 I again revisited Mashonaland. At that time the topogra-

 phical features of a vely large areta of what we now call Mashonaland

 were entirely unknown to geoaraphers. The well-known and pains-
 taking traveller, Mr. Thomas Baines, had never penetrated beyond the

 River Manyalni (or lIanyani), and although nly friends, Messrs. George
 Westbeech and G. A. Phillips had accompanied a Matabeli impi to the

 sources of the Mazoe in 1868, they had not plotted their route, or pub-
 lished any notes of their journey. Farther soutll Herr Warl Mauch,

 the indefatigable German traveller and mineralogist, after discoverint,
 the ancient temple of Zimbabwe (Zimbab-ghi), had made a laost notable
 journey past Mount Wedza, near the head waters of the Sabi, and from
 thence, passing through Mangwendi's country and down the valley of tlle
 Ruenya (or Inyangombi River) had reached the Lower Zanlbesi at Sena.
 Still this was a single journey, and the country on each side of AIauch's
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 route sas very incorrectly laid down in the best maps. During 1882,

 1883, 1885, 1887, 1889, 1890, 1891 and 1892 I have been constantly

 {ravelling over almost every portion of the Mashona plateau, and

 during that time have been constantly mapping out the country in a

 rough way by taking compass bearings wherever possible from hill to

 hill, and bfr sketching the courses of the innumerable rivers and streams

 from the tops of the hills. This work can be done much better during

 the rainy season than at any other time, as after the first ,,rass fires the

 air becomes so thick that it is impossible to take compass bearings.

 During 1882 I made a journey Xom the plateau to the Zambesi, first

 following the line of the Umvukwe hills fo the north, and then workiIlg

 down the aralley of the Umsengaisi River. After striking the Zambesi,

 I followed its course westwards to Zumbo, and found that the Panyami

 River flows into the Zambesi some 15 miles east of Zumbo, instead of to

 the west of that place as it was always marked in the maps previous to

 the time of my visit. I returned to the plateau by the valleys of the

 Panyami and Angwa Rivers. In 1889 I penetrated to the plateau from

 Tete on the Zambesi, and during this journey I traced the Mazoe River

 to its source, which I found to be very far from where it was laid down

 in the maps. In 1891 I made a journey down the Revue to near its

 junction with the Buzi, and a few months later crossed the fortner river

 near Vumbi's town, and examined the country between the Pungwe and

 Buzi Rivers in order to try and find a route for a waggon road to-the

 lower Pungwe, which would be free from tse-tse fly. In this I was

 unsuccessful, as T found all the low-lying countr;y infesteel with this

 destructive insect.

 I have now briefy referred to some of my journeys from the high

 plateau of Mashonaland to the countries which surrollnd it to the

 north-east and south; but my ramblings over the plateau itself have

 been so numerous and ubiquitous, e2rtending as they do over the

 g;reater portion of eight years (during the whole of which time I was

 continually on the move, and seldom slept twice in the same place), that

 it would be inlpossible for me to give any detailed account of them. My

 map, when published, will speak for itself, and show that I have made

 a careful survey of a large area of country. I have climbed almost

 every hill, and taken hundreds of compass bearings, sketching-in the

 courses of the rivers and streams from the tops of the hills Besides an

 intimate knowledge of the geographical featllres of the country, I have

 learned, too, something of the history of the native races by whom it is

 inhabited; and I have visited the ancient temple of Zimbabghi, and

 carefully examined many of the walled towns iu the territories of

 Makoni and Mangwendi. I have my ideas, too, as to the suitability of

 the climate of Mashonaland for Europeans, the general capabilities of

 the cotr;>r and its future possibilities, and on all these matters I will

 proceed to say a few words.
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 To begin with, the name Mashcynaland is a coined word, and how it

 became current I have never been able to discover. The native in-

 habitants of this part of Africa belong to many diSerent clans, soine of

 which are probably the remnants of once powerful tribes. Each sept

 has its own tribal name and tribal marks, and the territory of each is

 fairly well defined. Thus, Motoko's people are MabuJa; Makoni's tribe

 Ma-ongwe; Umtasa's, Mabocha; Mangwendi's, AIuzizuru, etc. I have

 never, however, met with any clan whose members called themselves

 Iashonas; and the name is altogether unknown amongst the natives of

 this part of Africa, except to a few who have learnt the word fiom

 Europeans. As a generic ter>, however, the word is useful, and may

 be taken to desiguate all the tribes of South-Eastern Africa that are not

 of Zulu blood. These tlibes, it may be remarked, all speak dialects

 differing very slightly one from another, and all of them quite coinpre-

 hensible to the Makalakas living to the west and south-west of Matabele-

 land. In speaking of Mashonas and Mashonaland, I may mention that

 in an article written by me, and published in the Fortnightly Revieza for

 May, 1889, I expressed the same views concerning the origin of these

 words which I now repeat. In his paper, published in ;our Proceedin,7s

 ill the May number for 1892, hIr. Bent refers to this subject, and has an

 uncomplimentary remark about "certain pioneers with their usual

 perversity," etc., giving wrong names. I belielre he had no knowledge

 of any native dialect, and had only spent a few weeks in the country,

 while some of the pioneers to whom he refers had spent years. He

 tells us that all the inhabitants of Mashonaland call themselves ASaka-

 langa, and that the country ought to be called Makalanga Land.

 In support of llis contention he adduces the fact that four hundred

 tears earlier Dos Santos found a people called Mokarangas in South-

 Eastern Africa.

 Very likely, but Dos Santos never travelled in the countly to the

 west of the Sabi, where Mr. Bent avers all the people now call them-

 selves Makalangas, and where Dos Santos did travel there are certainly

 no hIokaranga, Makalanga, or Bakalanga. Possibly the Bakalanga,

 whom Mr. Theal found living in Basutoland during the present century,

 are the descendants of ths Mokaranffla, amonfflst whom Dos Santos

 tlavelled four centuries ago. The explanation of Mr. Bent's mistake

 is very simple. He had a Matabele boy who acted as interpreter

 between his white interpreter and the Mashonas. This Matabele called

 all septs of Mashotlas Makalanga, using the word to denote an inferior

 people. Mr. Bent, too, tells us that Makalanga means people of the sun.

 Originally no doubt it did, but in the mouth of a Matabele I do not

 think it has that uleaning, it being the Zulu corruption of the word

 Makalaka, as the people living to the west of ZIatabeleland call them-

 selves. The Matabele call these people Atna lialanga, and I know of

 no othel people who call themselves either Makalaka or Makalanga. I

 NO. IV.-APRIL, 1893.] X
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 snay be wrong, but this is rtot only my opinion, but also that of Fathel7s
 Prestige and Eartmann (S.J.) wllo speak the 3Iashona dialeot, and have
 made many inqlliries amongst the rtatives on the subject.

 There being a considerable amount of uncertainty as to the mlmber
 of tribes that Inay legitimately be classed under the generic term of
 Mashonas, there is naturally some doubt as to the actual extent of the
 territory that ought to be called Mashonaland. In fortner days we used
 to speak of the whole of the plateau to the east, north-east and south-
 east of ZIatabeleland as Mashonaland, but a nanle is wanted which will
 include Matabeleland and Wlanicaland, and ill fact take irl the whole of
 the British South Africa Colupany'sterritories. Zambesia and Rhodesia
 are the only two names that I have heard suggested, and the latter, which
 has been given out of compliment to Mr. Cecil Rhodes, to wh alone
 it is due, that what may soon become a rich and prosperous territory
 has been added to the British dominions (practically I think it is so),
 seerns to be steadily gaining ground in popular favour; as the two
 papers published in Mashonaland are called respectively the Rhodesia
 IIerolld and the Rhodesia Chro7zicle.

 People who hurly through the eountry, and especially those who do
 not go beyond Salisbur, have but little idea of the extent of the high
 plateau of Mashonaland. Stretchirlg away to the east and south-east of
 the main road between Salisbury and Unltali, thele is a very fine tract
 of country, which is but very little known. In this dir¢ction I have
 travelled a good deal, and made a careful survey? a glance at which will
 show how magnificently watered is this part of the country. Portions
 of this distlict, especially in the neighbourhood of the sources of the
 Rusapi River, and its nuluelous tributaries, are remar]Eable for the
 abundance of huge naked luasses of granite, which rise abruptly frorn
 the grassy downs. Some of tllese, though formed of a single block of
 stone, are wortlly to be called hills; notably the huge cone, named
 Dombo, wvhich, standing as it cloes, on the extreme eastern edge of
 Mashonaland, commands a truly magnificent panoramic view ovel an
 inlmense extent of country; for the plateau itself, on the edge of which
 Dombo stands, here attains a height of 6000 feet; and whoever climbs
 this naked crag will stand 6700 feet above the sea, perhaps tlle highest
 point in South-eastern Africa- for I doubt much whether the loftiest
 hills in WIanica attain a height of 7000 feet.

 It -as in Februarft 1891, during the height of the rainy season, that
 after two attempts, rendered unsuccessful by blinding storrns of rain
 (during one of which my companion, Mr. W. L. Armstrong, was nearly
 washed down a fissure in the mountain side), we stood at last, coanpass
 in halld, on the summit of Dombo. Well indeed were we repaid for our
 perseverance. The air, frecd by months of rain from the sinoke of the
 winter grass fires, was extraordinarily clear, and enabled us to see, at one
 and the same time, several of the most conspicuous hill3 in Mashonaland,
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 the eaks of Wedza far in the west; the great table mountain of

 Inyarugwe? a.way down in Marankas country, near the Sabi River fi the

 granite cone of Temwa, which stands fals to the north-east, near

 hlotokos stronghold; besides ZIount Anwa, beyond the sources of the

 AIasheke and many another welI-knom7n hill. Stretching away to the

 nolth-east lay the great mountain range of Inyama, culminating ill a

 conspicuous peak, wllich may, possibly, be the Mount iBisnlarok of

 tIauch; while to the south lay a wilderness of rugged laountainsS

 which form a portion of the wild and beautiful land of Manica. Amidst

 the golges of these zmountains tMro important rivers take their rise: the

 swift and impetuous oazi, one of the main tributaries of the Sabi, and

 tlle equally swift, and much more important river, the Ruenya, loved of

 hippopotami wh;ch, after receiving the waters of almost every liver in

 Easterrl Mashonaland, south of the Umvukwe range of hillsS pours the

 ilupetuolls waters of a mountain torrent, clear and cool to the very e:ad

 of its career, irlto the giant Zambesi. The upper course of the Rnenya

 is called the Ilnaarkg-oinbi (Yankombe of Mauch), and from the top of

 Dombo it may be seen fol many miles, winding like a silver thread (by-

 the-bye, I think I have heard that simile before) dovn the valley,

 running parallel with the Inyama Mountains.

 Although Dombo, viewed frora a distance, looks like a uniformly

 smooth-rounded cone of granite 700 feet in height, & close inspectivn

 shows that in places deep furrows have been worn in its sides ky the

 action of rain. This phenomellon maybe seen in ma}y of the higher

 granite crags of Mashonaland, but rLowhere to such perfection as on the

 western face of a large isolated hill called Zombay which stands :near the

 head waters of the little River Inyazuri. This hill stands within half a

 mile of the main road, ketween Fort Salisbllry and Manicaf and cannof

 fail to attract the attention of any passers-by for whon the operations

 of nature have any interest, The centre of the western face of the solid

 granite rock has been scored and furrowed in SllCh a way, that it

 preserlts the appearance of a water-woln glacier} and the depth of the

 furrows must be measured not by inches, but by feet and yards. Now

 imagine what this means. This hill is 9a bare granite crag, perfectly

 isolated, and the only Possible agency that can have scored its si(les is

 lain. Yet the eSect produced by the showers, whith aotually fall upon

 it, during ten years, or even a century's wet seasons, nlust be SQ infinitely

 small, that countles3 eons of tiIne laust have elapsed sillce this old roclr

 first bared its face to wind and storlu.

 Judged by our calculation of time? what a very old world this planet

 xnust be, br all this orosio:rl of hard rock by raiIl must have occurred

 subsequently to the last elevation of this portion of the Earth's crust, as

 e:xcept on the supposition that all this part of Africa was once submerged,

 I ¢annot understand how the curious kopjes of wo:rlderfully-balanced

 granite stones, which are so remarkable a feature in the landscapes of
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 many portions of South-Eastern Africa, can have been formed. As-the
 land slowly rose, T take it that the soil was washed bsr the water from
 amongst the huge loose boulders which had previously drifted together,
 leaving them at last high and driy, and piled one l3pon another in the
 most fantastic confusion. Other single blocks weighing handreds of
 tons may be seen standing singly on the slope of a granite hill, and can
 only have been brought there by water, just as blocks of stone have
 been left stranded in various parts of Europe by ancient glaciers, which
 have long since disappeared. I think I have read somewhere that Africa
 is geologically a very old continerlt, and I think that the rain-wore
 furrows in the granito rocks I haare above alluded to are a proof that it
 is so; and what is more, the hippopotamus paths worn deep into the
 solid rock along the lower Emfuli River- paths formed in the hard stone
 with the central ridge plainly shown, a3 in a hippopotamus path made
 but yesterday in muddy grourld prove that the mammals existint, in it
 at the present daiy have roamed the land for countless ages.

 As regards the native races inhabiting Mashonaland at the present
 day, they seem to be much the same as they were in the time of Dos
 Santo# four centuries ago. They belong to the Bantu falnily, which
 i8 spread over the whole of south-eastern anu south-centlral AfFicaa but
 what the Bantus are ethnologically? who can £ay ? They are certainly
 not a pure race, though the negro klood predominates in them. The
 infusion of foreign blood which undoubtedly runs in their veins must
 have couc fronl a lighter-skinned people, I fancy, for I have noticed
 that in all tribes of Kafirs, amonget whom I have tlavelled good
 features, thin lips, and well-shaped head3, are almost invariablisr corre-
 lated with a light-eoloured skin. Now I will here hazard a theor;y
 which may or may not have any foundation in fict. I will first,
 however, assume -that Mr. Bent is corlect in the supposition that
 the original builders of Zimbabwe came from southern Arabia. Dr
 Schlichter, in a criticism UpOll hIr. BeDt?s lately published book ' The
 Ruined Cities of Mashonaland,' proves conclusively that during the
 Si2;: centuries which elapsed between the founding o£ the Christian
 religion and the birth of D¢ohan:}med there was no intercourse between
 the natives of Southern Arabia and 03ollth-aastern Africa, so that we
 must put back to a very remote period the first incursion of the
 worshippers of Baal into the country we now call Mashonaland That
 the builders of Zi2ubabwe were a very rude people possessing no
 written tharacters and doing all their building by eye and without
 moserementZ is} I think} abundantly evident from an examination of
 the ru;n# themselste#.

 Well we will 6uppose that two or per:haps three thousand years ago
 a commercial people penetrated from Southern Arabia to Mas:honaland
 They were acquainted with the requirements of the civili6ed nations
 of Asia at that period and understood the value of gold. T5his metal
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 they diseoveled amongst the hills and in the streanls of Mashonaland.
 In time these Arabian nlerehants gained a footing in the land and
 taught the black aborigines to mine for them. Theil prineipal statiOIl
 vras at i;inlbabwe, where they built, witll the foree(l labour of the
 aborigines, a teleple for the rorship of Baal, and a strongly-lguilt ancl
 well-situated fortress. But I take it, that, like the Arabs in Celltlal
 Afriea at the present day, these ancient Arabians brought few or no
 woznen with theln, but took a vely handsome allowanee of wives frola
 amongst the abori;inal blaeks. For a long period intereourse was kept
 up with Arabia, and during this period the gold-seekers splead onrer
 the whole of South-eastern Afriea from the Zambesi to the Limpopo,
 everywhere misirlg with the people, and teaehing them theil own rnde
 arts of wall-building and gold-mining. In eourse of time, we vfill
 suppose, that events hal)pened in Arabia whieh put an end to a11
 intereourse with the distant eolonJr in }Iashonaland, and as time mrent
 on, as the alien raee were still in small numbers, eompared with the
 aboriginal blaeks, and as they had none of their own women with them,
 they gradually beeame eompletely fused, and nationally lost amongst
 the aborigines. The mised raee ealled the Bantu had been fortned,
 vvhich spread in eourse of time northwards as far as the C:ongo, and
 southwards as far as the Cape Colony, or the migrations may first have
 been northwards and then again southwards down the east eoast,
 Witll an admixture of other tribes? sueh as the Zends, spoken of by
 E1 AIassoudi. At any rate I am absolutely eonvineed that the blood of
 th3 aneient builders of Zimbabwe still runs (in a very diluted form if
 you like) in the veins of the Bantll raees, and laore espeeially so
 amongst the remnants of the ttibes still living in Ma.shonaland, and the
 Barotsi of the Upper Zaebesi, who are, there is little doubt? a braneh
 of the Barotsi tribe who were destroyed by the Matabele, though the
 separation took plaee long prior to this event.

 I make this stateluent after lnueh thought, a elose study of the relies
 unearthed at Zimbabwe, and a knowledge of the natives of South-eastern
 Africa gained during many years of travel. There is no impassable
 gulf between a highltr-eivilised raee and an utterly savage one, as some
 people would have us believe. DIany things tend to prove that the
 ancient builders of Zimbabmre were a very rude people. They were
 suffieiently imaginatixre to haxre a religion, and possessed sufficient
 energy and eoneentration of purpose to earry to an ezzd the immense
 work of building the temple of Zimbabwe. But the work itself, though
 very wonderful, is lude and uns-mmetlieal. Nowhere is the wall
 absolutely plumb, and on the top it varies eonsiderably in breadth.
 'lhe faet that no written eharaeters have been found on any of the fat
 g;ranite or soapstone beams imbedded in the walis, or the large flat
 stones standing upright like tombstones in the floor of the Zimbabwe,
 seems to me to prove that the people who built this tetaple were
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 unacquainted with writing of any kind. The only carvings on the sideH

 of the soapstone beams are lozenge-shaped and herring-bone patterns

 (badly carved, not a single line being quite straight), agreeing exactly

 in some cases with the ornamentation on the outside of the temple; and

 more curious still, not alone with the pattelns carved on the wooden

 knife sheaths, and scored on the pottery of the natives a11 over Mashona-

 land, but also with the patterns used in ornamenting the household

 utensils of all kinds in the Barotsi Valley hundreds of miles away.

 In asserting that no sign of any written character has been found at

 Zimbabve, I am aware that I am ignoring the small piece of soapstone

 brought home by M1. Bent, with some marks scratched upon it. I do

 this advisedly, because I believe (and I am not alone in the belief)

 thais these marks are quite modern. However, the stone, which is

 now in the South African Museum at Cape Town, may be earamined

 under a magnifying glass. To me the scratches certainly seemed quite

 fresh, when I examined it at the late Eimberley Exhibition. The

 most curious relics that have been found at Zimbabwe are, undoubtedly,

 the birds carved sitting on the tops of the soapstone beams; these

 bear no resemblance to anything now seen amongst the Bante people,

 and were doubtless connected with the ancient worship. Not so,

 however, the carvings on the soapstone bowls. These are very rude,

 so lnuch so that the animals that llave been taken by Mr. Bent to

 represent hippopotami, I take to be meant for baboons, as they have

 long tails. But the curious thing about these bas-reliefs is the close

 resemblance they bear to the wooden carvings of animals to be seen

 amongst the Bantu people at the present day. The genius of the

 ancient artists still lives amongst them.

 Mr. Bent speaks of the " ruined cities " of Mashonaland. What trace

 of them is there, 1 would ask? I have seen the temple of Zimbabwe

 and some sinaller ones, the fortress on the hill near the large temple,

 and further, many hundreds or thousands of stone walls in various

 parts of South-eastern Africa, but never a trace of a city built of stone.

 There is strong presumptive evidence that the structures wnlch the

 people liered in near the great temple were huts plastered with mud.

 :E5or this reason: at the foot of the hill on which stands the fortress are

 two inzlnense holes dug in the ground. I have heard the theory ad-

 vanced that these holes were used as resersoirs for water; but I take

 them to be merely the holes excavated by the people living on the hill,

 to obtain clay for their pottery and with which to daub their huts. TIle

 native population was large and enclured for a long period of time; there-

 fore the excavations are larger than those found at the side of any

 Bantu village at the present day; but, wherever there is a village, or

 the site of a deserted village, a similar hole, larger or smaller in pro-

 portion to the size of the town and the length of its duration, will

 always be found.

This content downloaded from 129.219.247.33 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 23:01:48 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 312  TWENTY YEARS IN ZAMBESIA.

 As to the lelations of the ancient builders of the temple of

 Ziinbabwe to the present inhatitants of the country. On my tbeory

 the blood of the ancnient worshippers of Baal still runs in their

 veins; very -much diluted, no doubt, but still in sufficient strength to

 oceasionally produce amongst them men with light-brown skins and

 high features, and sometimes of great intellectual power. After a

 certaill lapse of time, when the higher race had become entirely fused

 and practically lost amongst the lower and more numerous aboriginal

 people, the worship of Baal died out, and was superseded by the old

 religion of ancestor worship which still prevails; but I maintain that

 the wall^building and gold-mining, originally learut from the ancient

 Arabians, were carried on continuously from the first inception up to the

 middle of the present centllry. It is the Zulu migrations northwards

 through Mashonaland which have taken place during the present century

 (invasions wllich have absolutely depopulated large areas of country)

 that finally obliged the Mashonas to cease working in the shafts which

 their ancestors had centuries before commenced to sink on the quartz

 reefs which abound in the country. As the mining had been carried on

 for a long period of time, naturally an enormous amount of work had

 been done in the aggregate, sorne of the shafts recently discovered in

 Mashonaland being as much as 120 feet in depth. But I cannot

 dwell on the sul:)ject here. ZIany people seenl to imagine that an

 ancient rate once e2zisted in Mashonaland, who built telnples and

 cities and did an imrnense amount of work in the way of gold-

 mining. This race, they say, was destroyed by the allcestors of the

 present inhabitants of the country, and the gold industr;y then ceased

 until the adverlt of the Portuguese, by whom it was again revived. It

 is this idea which I wibh to combat. XVherL the Portuguese alrived in

 South-Eastern Africa at the close of the fifteenth century, they fi)und

 Arab settlements on the coast, and first learned from the Aralos of the

 gold mines in the interior of the country. These gold mines were being

 worked by the natives of the country, who used the gold as a medium

 of exchange, to buy the goods brought to them by the Arabs, and for

 centllries before this time their ancestors had in all probability made

 use of gold, whose aralue had been first {aught them by the ancient

 builders of the temple of Zimbabwe to trade with the commercia}

 peoples of the East who from time to time penetrated to Mashonaland.

 Thus, when the Arabs were drieren frorn South-Eastern Africa t]le

 mining did not cease, as the natives simply sold their gold to the new-

 comers, wllom they probably found even more ansiotls to obtain the

 metal than the Arab lnerchants had been.

 After this period Portuguese record# abundantlsr prove that the gold

 mining went on without interruption till early in the present century,

 and the old men amongst the Matabele, who took paxb in the first raids

 made amongst the Zlashollas by Umziligazi's warriors, state positively
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 that they found the Amacholi working for gold in the " Amaguti,"-

 i.e., " in the deep holes " between the Zweswe and Umfuli Rivers. An

 interesting confirmation of this statement lies in the fact that at the

 bottom of an old shaft, 120 feet deep, at Concession Hill, near the

 Zweswe River, l!Ir. Cock, in 1891, found a bucket and rope made of

 " Machabel " bark, besides some iron implements. Now this bucket and

 rope, evidently intended to haul quartz up with from the bottom of the

 shaft, being made of such perishabie material as bark, could not possibly

 be of any great antiquity, whilst the iron implements, ases, etc., were

 absolutely the same as those in present use amongst the D¢ashonas, and

 showed no signs of age. Mr. Rolker, the American mining experts

 lately in Mashonaland, also told me that from the condition of the heaps

 of debris at the mouths of some of the shafts, he was convinced they had

 not been long abandoned. And if my readers will turn to Mr. Baines'

 well-known book on the gold regions of South-eastern Africa they will

 find that the DIashonas were still little more than twenty ;sears ago

 getting quartz from the reefs, which they roasted in great fires, and then

 pounded up with round stones in order to extract the gold. The passage

 I refer to reads as follows:

 " G. Wood took me to a place in which he had seell a heap of quartz

 burned, and anotller heap, piled with wood among it, ready for burning.

 The crushing stones, like a printer's slab and muller, had also been

 lving i21 a hut near, but at the time of my visit these were retnoved, and

 the calcined quartz also; but the other heap had been fired, and now lay

 mingled with the charcoal ready for crushing."

 The }Ir. George Wood here referred to was my constant coxnpanio2l

 for two years, and heFoften used to tell me how he had eeen the

 Mashconas e2ctracting gold from quartz; and he further told me that,

 after crushing the roasted quartz, ther used to melt the gold into little

 ingots in small crucibles made for the purpose. There is nothing to be

 surprised at in this, as both the Mashonas and Makalakas still estract

 copper from the ore and run it into moulds, whilst in iliatanga the form

 of the mould into which the natives rtln their copper is almost identical

 in shape with the soapstone mould found by DIr. Bent at Zimbabwe.

 Before quitting the subject of the ancient mining, there is one other

 fact which I will adduce as evidence that gold mining was carried on by

 the natives up to a comparatively recent date in South-eastern Africa,

 I was at Tati, in South-western Matabeleland, some yeals ago, when

 hir. S. H. Edwards discovered an old shaft, and I examined it care-

 fillly in his company. At the nlouth of the shaft was a heap of

 deb^is, on which a small tree was growing, about 4 inches in diameter,

 and, just beyond, a stack of roasted quartz, ready for crushing, and

 several pecllliar round stones, of a kind that we had never seen in the

 district, intended to be used in glinding the quartz. The quartz vein

 itself had been about 5 feet broad on the surface of the ground, and
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 dipped at an angle of about forty-iive degrees, going down in the shape

 of a wedge and becoming thinner and thilmer, urxtil at the lowest zpoillt

 where the work had stopped, it was not more than 18 irxches thick, and

 the quartz at this depth could only have been e2itracted most laboriously

 by a man lying head downwards and picking at it. The modtbe operandi

 had probably been to first light fires against the face of the quartz to

 soften it before picking it out, as, where the work had been abandoned,

 the quartz was burut black by fire. But the most remarkable thing

 about this shaft was the fact that, at its upper end, the roof was sup-

 ported by about ten logs of Mopanis wood. At that time I had never

 seen a gold mine; but lately I have seen mines in Johannesburg with

 portions of the roof supported. in precisely the same manner as in the old

 shaft at Tati. We knocked all these supports out, and Mr. Edwards and

 I examined them one and all very carefully. They had all been chopped

 with the same kind of 1larrow-edged ases used by the natives at the

 present day, whilst all of them were still covered with bark, and, in facts

 were in such good condition that they could not have been very ancient.

 I imagine that this shaft was abandoned, together with others in the

 district, at the time when Umziligaz; first took possession of Matabele-

 land, in about 1840. So much for tlle gold-mining in Mashonaland;

 now for the wall building.

 I maintain that, so far from there having been an abrupt transition

 froan a people who built the temple of Zimbabwe to a race who never

 put one stone upon another, the inhabitants of Makoni's and Mang-

 wendi's countries in South-eastern Mashonaland, only ceased to surround

 their towns with well-built stone walls during the last generation when

 they found that these walls oSered but an inefflcient protectiorl against

 the Zulu hordes of Manikos, and his son, Ulnzila, by whom their

 country has been continually ravaged during the present century.

 Tlle more ancient the towns appear to be, however, the better, speaking

 generally, they have been built; and in Makoni's country, at anisr rate,

 there is clear evidence that there has been a gradual deterioration from

 a people who were capable of building walls which will compare with

 any part of the great Zimbabwe, to the very inferior hut-building

 barbarians of the present day. Makoni's t town as it now stands is a

 luonument of filth and uncleanliness, and is undefended by anything

 but a small fence. His old town which I also visited, and from which

 I believe he was driven by Umtasa, was surrounded by a lnoat and a

 loopholed mud wall, whilst the town, which it is said was built by his

 ancestor, Chipadzi, was surrounded by a well-built, loopholed stone

 wall. This is one of the best old walled towns I havs seen. I visited

 it for tlle first time irl October, 1890, and again last year. There are

 * This is the common wood of the clistrict.

 t Father of the present chief.
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 many other walled towlls in the district, some of them reInindinr one

 strongly of the fortress on the hill at Zimbabwe.

 Let me here leake an extract from my diary, bearing date

 October l9th, 1890. " On that day I left Makoni's and passed sozne very

 curious old ruins. First, thele was a hill on which were built several

 conce}ltric walls and the stone foundations of round huts, the whole

 being surrounded by a moat. A little further on, there was a sinall

 kopje composed of a few lalege blocks of granite, some of which were

 piled up in the centre in the form of a toxver. The whole of this ko?je

 was enclosed by a very well-built wall about 200 ;yards in circumference,

 8 feet in thickness, and 10 feet in hei¢ht. The stones composing this

 wall have the appearance of having been celuentekl tot,ether witll

 mtld, which is the first time I have ever noticed anything of the kind

 * 4 CT s -. ff -

 3
 .

 THE SELOUTS BOAD, MASHONALAND.

 in South-eastern Africa. Through this wall there were four entrances,

 apertures about 4 feet in height, and 2l feet in breadtll. These

 apertures were let into the base of the wall, and were roofed over with

 large flat slabs of granite. Inside this wall were the foundations of

 numerons round buildings. These foundations were all very well built

 of closel) ftted pieces of squared granite, and were about 18 inches in

 depth. The huts that were built upon them must have been at least

 four times the size of the huts used by the natieres at the present day.

 VYhilst speaking of these carefully fitted stone foundations on which to

 build huts, I may mention that in the centre of Umtasa's deserted town

 on the Chodzani Rierer, a town which he built himself, and from which

 he was driven a few years ago by the Abagaza, will be found a similar

 hut foundation, very carefully built of sleall slabs of granite, beautifully

 fitted without mortar or cement, which proures that the art of building
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 walls of calefully fitted granite stones is not even yet dead amonDst the
 DIashonas."
 However, let me return to the walled town of ZIakoni's ancestor.

 Besides the four entrances into the stronghold, there were numerous
 slnall holes let into the wall, some of which may have served as loopholes
 through which archers discharged arrows, but others, frozn their positioll
 I judge to have been intended for drains to carry off water. This
 stronghold is said to have been built by Chipadzi, the ancient chief of
 all this part of the country and an ancestor of Zlakoni'e. The name of
 the walled town is Chitiketi.

 About half a mile from this old walled town was the burial-place of
 Chipaclzi, one side of which was enclosed by a beautifully built wall
 about 10 feet high, of evenly laid and squared granite stones, most
 carefully fitted together without mortar or cement of any kind. This
 wall was an exact facsimile of the best built portions of the great
 Zimbabve, and no one who has examined carefully both these relics of a
 bygone age, can doubt for an instant that they were both built by the
 same race of people. This place is the Zimbabwe or temple of Makoni's
 people, and is spoken of by them as " The ZimbabYve." iEIere in time of
 national trouble the chief slaughters cattle, and makes propitiatory
 offerings to the spirit of Chipadzi, and private individuals make offerings
 of goats, fowls, or pots of beer. Now there is no tower or irldeed any-
 thing to make one believe that this Zimbabwe was ever connected with
 Phallic n-orship. It was probably built long after the great temple,
 when the Arabian element had become lost amongst the more numerous
 aboriginal race, and when the people had replaced the worship of Baal
 by the still older form of ancestor-worship.

 The enclosure is probably simply the burial-place of Chipadzi, but
 the wall could not have been better built had it been the work of the
 actual builders of the great temple. I may here say that the word
 Zimbabge or Zimbabghi (the form used by the natives in the neighbour-
 hood of the ruins) is in all probability derived from the words cs umba "
 or " imba," a building, plural zimlaa, and " mubge," " stones," these words
 being used at the present day in Mashonaland. Thus Zimbabge means
 the " buildings of stones," and as there were rlo other buildings except
 grass thatched huts, caule to have a special significallce and may be hest
 translated by the English word " Temple."

 In the foregoing pages, I have endeavoured to show that there is
 no evidence that any high form of ancient civilisation ever exisred in
 South-Eastern Africa at all, whilst many facts go to prove that the two
 industries or arts which are supposed by many to separate the ancient
 inhabitants of the country from the Bantu people living there at the
 present day, namely, gold-mining and wall-building, have ollly been
 abandoned very recently. The evidences of Phallic worship which
 have been discovered at the temple of Zilababwe, give one a fair right
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 to suppo3e that the ori;:inal builders of the temple ca lle from a couIltry

 whelethatformofworshipis known to hase been practised in very

 ancient times; but I do not believe that this foreign race, in its pure

 state, spread over the whole country between the Zambesi and the

 Lirnpopo, and did all the gold-laining and wall-building that has been

 done in that last territory, and was then utterly destroyed and sup-

 planted by a more barbarous people. The evidence available seems to

 ne to be far stronger in favour of the theory which I have advanced of

 the gradual fusion of a numerically small number of a race of traders

 and lnerchants, saho mere themselve.s in a low state of civilisation, with

 the aboriginal inhabitants of the country. Thus alone can I account

 for many things; the long continuance and the gradual deterioration

 noticeable in the wall-building in Mashonaland; the ingrawined in-

 herited impulse which causes the Barotsi of the Upper Zambesi, who

 are an offshoot of the Barotsi of Mashonaland, to still carve the satne

 chevron patterns on their pottery, on their knife-sheaths, and on their

 woodell pots and bowls, that the ancient worshippers of Baal repre-

 sented in stone-work round the Temple of Zimbabwe and carved in

 soapstone hundreds or thousands of years ago. Add to this that the

 wooden bowls themselves still retain the same form as tlle ancient ones

 carved in soapstone; that the wooden carvings of animals made at the

 present daJr, and the rude bas-reliefs on the soapstone kowls are the

 products of the same school of art, and the fact that the Bantu races

 inhabitin^, Mashonaland and adjoining countries to-day are subject to

 atavism or reversion to a type of man, which is Asiatic or semitic rather

 than negroid, and it seems to me that only one theolf is possible, which

 is that the ancient builders of Zinlbabve were nof first destroyed and

 then supplanted by an inferior race, but that they lvecame gradually

 fused with a lower race, which still bears traces of its admixture with

 tlle more intelligent people.

 I will now say a few words concerning the history of Alashollaland

 in modern times, which I think will show, that it is not to be wondered

 at tllat the native races inhabiting that country should have alJandoned

 some of their arts and industries, and become the timid and broken-

 spirited people which they now arc.

 As far as we can learn, the country we now call Mashonaland was

 in the early part of the present century ruled over by the ancesters of

 the petty chiefs Makoni, Mangwendi, Motoko Sosi, Unltasa, d5C., who

 were the rulers of large and prosperous tribes, living in huts, the

 foundations of which, where they still exist, show them to have been at

 least three times the size of the miserable tenements which satisfy their

 degenerate descendants, and whose towns were, for the most part

 surrounded by well-built and loopholed stene walls, many of which

 still remain in perfect preservation to-day, especially in the country of

 Makoni, the chief of the Ma-ongwe. Eundreds of thousands of acres
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 that now lie fallow TnllSt then have been under cultivation, as is proved

 by the traces of rice and maize fields, which can still be discerned irl

 almost every valley, whilst the sites of ancient villages, long ago

 crutnbled to decay, and now only marked by a few deep pits, from

 which the natives obtained the clay used by them in plastering their

 huts, are very numerous all over the open downs, where no stones were

 procurable with which to build walls round the towns. On almost

 every hill traces oE the stone walls will be found which once encircled

 and protected ancient villages. At that time the inhabitants of this

 part of Africa must have been rich and prosperous, possessing large

 flocks of sheep and goats, and numerous herds of a small but beautiful

 breed of cattle. This state of things was not, however, destined to

 continue, for some twelve or fifteen years after the Cape of Good

 Hope becalne a British Colony, in 1806, solne of the outlying Zula

 clans broke away fronl the harsh and cruel rule of Chhaka and

 commenced their migrations northwards; and wherever these ferocious

 warriors went their track was marked by the flight of the vultures

 vhich feasted upon the corpses of the men, women, and childre

 they had slain, and the {lalnes of the villages they had set

 fire to. Manikos, the grandfather of Gungunyan, the present chief

 of the Aba-gaza, was the leader of one of these bands, whilst the

 ancestor of Pezen, the principal chief of the Angoni, who are nolv

 settled to the ^vest of Lake Nyasa, led another horde. These two Zulu

 chiefs, after devastating a great portion of what is now called hIashona-

 land, botll settled near the head-waters of the Sabi, where they soon

 came into collision with one another. A great battle was fought,

 lasting, so Bengula told me he had heard froln old men of the

 Abagaza, for three days, at the end of which tirne the Angoni were

 defeated and driven fronl their settlelnents. They retreated north-

 wards, devastating the whole country throllgh which they passed, and

 crossing the Zalnbesi to the east of Zumbo, made their way on to the

 high plateau, which lies to the west of Laxe Nyasa, where they are

 living at the present day, a scourge to all the surrollndicg tribes.

 After the battle with the Angoni, the Abagaza retreated southwards

 and settled on an elevatedz and fertile tract of country to tlle east of

 the Central Sabi, and from that date, until a few years ago, they never

 ceased to devastate the southern and eastern portions of Mashonaland,

 their principal raiding grounds being in the countries of Mokoto,

 Mangwendi, Makoni, Sosi, and Makwirimba. In spite, however, of the

 clevastations committed by the Angoni and the Abagaza, large portions

 of northern and western Mashonaland remained untroubled by the Zulu

 raids until about 1840. About this time the Amandebele, under their

 warlike chief, Umziligazi, being unable to hold their oxvn against the

 Dutch Boers, who were then commencing to settle in the Transvaal,

 cro£sed the Limpopo, and travelling northwards, destroying as they went,
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 finally halted, and btlilt permanent kraals in the eountry now kt:Lonvn as

 3Iatabelelancl, and soon well-diseiplined bands of desperate savages

 men born and bred amidst the eeaseless slaughter of Chhaka's never-

 e:nding wars, overran every portion of Mashonaland, which had up till

 tllen eseaped the blood-stained assegais of the Angoni and the Abagaza.

 These oft-reeurring raids upon the unwarlike inhabitants of Mashona-

 land, raids carried out with all tlle rllthless ferocity of savage warfare,

 alulost eoInpletely depopulated large tracts of eountry, and, as may be

 easily understoocl, at once put an end to the gold-mining industr,

 which, there is no doubt, was still being carried on in the early part of

 this eentury, and also put a stop to the wall-building, as the Mashonas

 found out that the oralls with whicll tlley had been aceustomed to

 eneircle their towns, and whieh were probably very often an effeetive

 . . -

 NATIVE VILLAGE, hIASHONALAND.

 means of defence against other tribes of their own raee, were of but

 little avail against the braver and better-organised Zulus. Tllus the

 high plateau of M¢ashonaland, arhicll at no very distant date must llave

 supported a large native population, onee more beeame an allaost

 uninhabited wilderness, as the remnants of tha aboriginal tlibes vbo

 eseaped destruetion at the llands of the Zulu invaders, retre3ted into

 the broken eountry which eneircles the plateau to the south and east.

 Hacl it not been for the eonstant destruetion of the native races tllat has

 been going on in Mashonaland during the last seventy or eighty years,

 there vvould be no room for European immigration to-day. As it is,

 not ouly has the oeeupation of the eountry by the British South

 Africa Company been eSected without wronging the native races, but

 it has very likely saved some of them from absolute destruction at

 the hands of the Matabele.
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 I hase brUught the history of Zlashonaland up to the tilue of tlle

 recent occupation of the country by Europeans, and I ll:lUSt, before

 leaving Mashonaland, say a few words about the country itself.

 Almost the whole of Mashonaland and Alanica lies at an elevation

 of over 3000 feet above the sea, whilst mucll of the plateau (especially

 that poltion of it lying to the south-east of the main road from

 Salisbury to Ulabali) reaches an altitude of from 5000 to 6000 feet.

 The higller portions of the cotlntry, though lying well within the

 tropics, possess a thoroughly tempelate climate which is primarily

 due no doubt to their altitude above sea-level, bllt also in a minor

 decree, I thinkX to the fact that it is the hit,hest land in South-

 Eastern Africa, and therefore catches directly the cool winds comint,

 fiom the Indian Ocean. At any rate during the hottest months of the

 aTear the heat of the sun is almost always tempered by the breeze which

 constantly blows frorn the south-east a breeze which, duriIlg the

 winter months is apt to loecome so keen and cold, that an Engli.hman

 suddenly transplanted frolll home, and deposited, without knowing where

 he was, on some portion of the Mashona uplands, would never dream

 that he was in tropical Africa, but would be rather inclined to believe

 that he stood on some wild moorland in northern Europe; and the sight

 of a bed of bracken, looking identical with what one sees at home, would

 only lend colour to this belief. The nights are cool the whole year

 round, and during the winter lnontlls bitterly cold, whilst the excessive

 heat of the sun, dering the spring and autulnn, is always tempered, as I

 have said above, by the south-east breeze. An ounce of fact is worth

 any amount of theory and assertion, and a table of telnperatures kept

 daily for two years bisr Major Forbes, at Salisbury, in Zlashonaland, and

 which is now in the possession of Mr. E. G. Ravenstein, will, I feel sure,

 satisfy any one who cares to exatnine it that the clilnate of this part of

 Africa is an exceptionally fine one for North Europeans.

 If not exposed to privation and hardship, it has already been

 conclusively proved that European women and children enjoy excellent

 health all o+rer the plateau of Sonth-Eastern Africa_nrhether iI}

 Alatabeleland, Mashonaland, or Manica. In faot these are emphatically

 countries that will rear a strong and hardy race of men such men as

 are the descendants of the English and Scottish colonists of the Cape

 Colony or the burly Boers of the Transvaal. During eight months of

 the year the whole country is very healthisr, but during the remaining

 four, fiom the middle to the end of the rainy season, fever is very

 prevalent in the lower parts of the countrisr, and will alnlost certainly be

 contracted by anyone who is unduly exposed to cold and wet in any

 part of the country.

 The same may prc)bably be said concerning many other portions of

 the world, in which large communities of Europeans are now living;

 and it has already been abundantly proved, both in Mashonaland,
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 Manica, and BIatabeleland, at Salisbuly-, Umtali, and Bulawato, that,
 given tlle most ordinary conditions of comfort, and freedom fiom
 e2ccessive exposure, whito men, women, and children, enjoy as good
 health in these countries a, in any other part of South Afiica. I need
 now say no more concerning the present condition of Mashonaland, than
 that it bids fair to become at no distant date one of the richest and
 most prosperous of British colorlies. The future of its vast goldfields is
 becoming every day more assured and the railway now in course of
 eonstruction from the Pungwe River to the borders of Manica will
 facilitate thear speedy development, by affording the means of intro-
 duclng the heavy machinery necessary for mining operations. Three
 townships have been laid Vllt, not only on paper, as unfriendly critics
 would have one lDelieve, but in fact, as many substantial brick buildings
 have been put up both in Salisbury and Victoria, in both of which
 townships a good weekly newspaper is now printed. Much of the land
 too has been taken up by farmers, who have already proved that wbeat,
 Moats, barley, and every kind of vegetable, such as potatoes, onions,
 cauliflowers, cabbages, carrots, etc., can be grown with greater facility
 than inl any other portion of South Africa, as the country is sce
 magnificently watered that irrigation works can be carried out during
 the dr;y winter months wtith comparatively little trouble or expense.

 Before concluding my account of exploration in DIashonaland, I
 must not forget to nzention that irl 1884 my 5;end, the late Mr. Walter
 Montagu Rerr, made a very remarkable journey through Mashonaland
 to Chibinga, and froan thence to Tete, and froln there through
 the Makanga and Angoni countries to the southern shore of Lake
 Nyasa. Dr. Wnight Bruce, Sir John B7illoughby, and Mr. Swan,
 who accompanied Mr. Bent as cartographer, have also done a lot of gocd
 and careful work in Mashollaland, so that the materials probably now
 esist for the coznpilation of a very accurato map of the whole country
 In 1884 I met Mr. W. Montagu Kerr irl the Transvaal, and he travelled
 with me to Matabelelanch. We there parted company, and whilst he
 journeyed eastwards through Mashonaland to the Zaaubesi, I started
 for the Mababi River, and piloted my waggon fox 300 miles across
 countrys chopping my own road as I went, until at last I struck the
 old hunting track fronu Whalua's town to the Etababi, near the pool- of
 Sode Garra.

 I have now given some account of all my journetings, with the
 exception of those undertaken in the year 1888 to the Mashuku-lumbwe
 anci Barotsi countries, a narrative of which I sent to the late Mr. Bates
 in the frm of a letter, which was published by him with an accom-
 panying map in the Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society for
 April 1889. I need not rf3peat hele the narrative which has already
 been printed in the Society's publication.

 In October 1888 I once more reached my waggon at Penda-ma-tenlra,
 No. lY. ArarL 1893.2 Y
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 and, aft;er doing a little laore mapping work south of the Zambesi,

 returned to the Colony, and thence to Eragland, which I reached in the

 end of February 1839. Early in Mafr I was again in South Africa, and

 soon afterwards leade rny way to Mashonaland through the Portuguese

 possessions on the Zambesi. In the following year, 1890, I guided the

 British South Africa Company's expedition to Mashonaland, and it is a

 matter of history that over 400 lailes of road were made through a wild

 country of forests, swamps and mountains without ever a mistake Ol the

 detention of the large column of eighty waggons for one single hour

 owing to the road not being leady for thelll. This melaolable march

 was accomplished in less than two laonths and a half, from Fort Tuli to

 Fort Salisbuly. After the occupation of hIashonaland I remained in the

 country for two years, in the selxrice of the British South Africa

 Company, and the nature of my work enabled me to lllake a xely caleful

 compass surarey of a large portion of the Mashona plateau. Of this

 mrork I have already spoken in this paper, and so need say no more here.

 In conclusion I wish to point out that with the exception of the

 attack made upon lay camp by the Mashukll-lumbwe, led by a few rebel

 Marotse, in J888, I have never had any othel serious trouble with

 the natives. During my twellty years' wanderings I have-been amongst

 many tribes who had never previously seen a white mall, and I xvas

 always absolutely in their power, as I seldom had anore tllan from five

 to ten natixes with me, none of whom were ever armed. On the whole

 therefore/, I think I may say tllat the natiares of the inteliol of Africa

 with wholn I hane come in contact hae/ treated lue well; and, on the

 other hand, I can ptoudly affirm that in my person the name of English-

 man has suffered no harm in native estimation.

 After the readinC of the paler the following discussion ensued:

 Mr. E. A. MAIJED: If I may trespass upou youl time for a few moments, T

 should like to say a few words with regaral to Mr. Selous. 1n llly hunting excur-

 sions up in Matabele and Mashonalands I had thc advantat,e of llaving hunters,

 tracllers, and boys who had travelled mrith llim; one of them, Van Rooyen, a

 Dutchman, being one of the greatest hunters in those parts after our Nimrod.
 'llhe stories of Selous' doinCs I have often listened to far into the night as described

 round my camp fire by his excited and admirinffl followers. Mr. Selous is not only

 known as a hunter, held in awe by the M:atabele for his unerrinC aim, and beloved

 by the Mashonase as a food-giver, but lle is 3 map-maker, and the road-maker of

 Mashonaland, and the absolute piolleer of that I)art of Afric.z; for it was he who

 guided the expedition that opened up that part of the country fol our colonisation,

 which to-day is being developed with such rapid strides. There beinffl so many

 presellt who now knonv that country, I should like, if possible, to make a geo-

 graphical point to-night, because we do llot often get the opportullity of having

 present at our meetings men who havo been five-and-twenty years in such a country
 like Mr. Phillips- who I believe is present and Mr. Selous, who has spent twenty

 years there, and whose authority should therefore carry great weight. Mr. Bent

 has said, and I believe has made a point of it in his interesting book, that this

 and, aft;er doing a little laore mapping work south of the Zambesi,

 returned to the Colony, and thence to Eragland, which I reached in the

 end of February 1839. Early in Mafr I was again in South Africa, and

 soon afterwards leade rny way to Mashonaland through the Portuguese

 possessions on the Zambesi. In the following year, 1890, I guided the

 British South Africa Company's expedition to Mashonaland, and it is a
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 country for two years, in the selxrice of the British South Africa

 Company, and the nature of my work enabled me to lllake a xely caleful

 compass surarey of a large portion of the Mashona plateau. Of this

 mrork I have already spoken in this paper, and so need say no more here.

 In conclusion I wish to point out that with the exception of the

 attack made upon lay camp by the Mashukll-lumbwe, led by a few rebel

 Marotse, in J888, I have never had any othel serious trouble with

 the natives. During my twellty years' wanderings I have-been amongst

 many tribes who had never previously seen a white mall, and I xvas

 always absolutely in their power, as I seldom had anore tllan from five

 to ten natixes with me, none of whom were ever armed. On the whole

 therefore/, I think I may say tllat the natiares of the inteliol of Africa

 with wholn I hane come in contact hae/ treated lue well; and, on the

 other hand, I can ptoudly affirm that in my person the name of English-

 man has suffered no harm in native estimation.

 After the readinC of the paler the following discussion ensued:

 Mr. E. A. MAIJED: If I may trespass upou youl time for a few moments, T

 should like to say a few words with regaral to Mr. Selous. 1n llly hunting excur-

 sions up in Matabele and Mashonalands I had thc advantat,e of llaving hunters,

 tracllers, and boys who had travelled mrith llim; one of them, Van Rooyen, a

 Dutchman, being one of the greatest hunters in those parts after our Nimrod.
 'llhe stories of Selous' doinCs I have often listened to far into the night as described

 round my camp fire by his excited and admirinffl followers. Mr. Selous is not only

 known as a hunter, held in awe by the M:atabele for his unerrinC aim, and beloved

 by the Mashonase as a food-giver, but lle is 3 map-maker, and the road-maker of

 Mashonaland, and the absolute piolleer of that I)art of Afric.z; for it was he who

 guided the expedition that opened up that part of the country fol our colonisation,

 which to-day is being developed with such rapid strides. There beinffl so many

 presellt who now knonv that country, I should like, if possible, to make a geo-

 graphical point to-night, because we do llot often get the opportullity of having

 present at our meetings men who havo been five-and-twenty years in such a country
 like Mr. Phillips- who I believe is present and Mr. Selous, who has spent twenty

 years there, and whose authority should therefore carry great weight. Mr. Bent

 has said, and I believe has made a point of it in his interesting book, that this
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