December 8, 2013

Dear Sir, Madam:

Almost a year ago, on December 10, 2012, we sent you a letter informing you of numerous conflicts
of interests (some undeclared) involving a majority of the authors expected to conduct the Cochrane
Review regarding “Prophylactic vaccination against human papillomaviruses to prevent cervical
cancer and its precursors.”

On January 22, 2013, Gail Quinn sent us this email response “You raised a number of concerns, which
we are currently investigating and taking advice on from the Cochrane Steering Committee. In the
Cochrane Collaboration, we are anxious that work is performed to the highest standard, is open and
transparent and that our vigorous review process, at title, protocol and review stages, ensures a
balanced assessment of the available evidence. We will conduct our internal review and respond to
you shortly.”

Eleven months later, we still have not heard from her or from the Cochrane Gynaecological and
Orphan Cancer Group. Moreover, the Internet page devoted to this review
(http://summaries.cochrane.org/CD009069/prophylactic-vaccination-against-human-

papillomaviruses-to-prevent-cervical-cancer-and-its-precursors) has not been modified and the listed

authors remain the same.

These facts are of tremendous concern to us as they appear to demonstrate that the thorough
investigation promised by Gail Quinn has not been conducted. This lack of diligence, transparency
and responsiveness seems to be in direct contradiction with the standards espoused by the Cochrane
Collaboration. We would expect the Cochrane Gynaecological and Orphan Cancer Group to ensure
that all reviews, including this one, are carried out in ways that are compatible with the mission and
principles of the Cochrane Collaboration, with this including “a balanced assessment of the available
evidence”.

We are copying this letter to the ISDB, as well as to some selected independent journals, the Healthy
Skepticism network, the Nordic Cochrane, the Cochrane Hypertension Group, the Cochrane Acute
Respiratory Infections Group, and the Editors of the British Medical Journal. We will also attach our
prior correspondence related to the above concerns.

Best regards,

Catherine Riva
Journaliste indépendante
Rimikerstrasse 112
CH-8409 Wintetrhur
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