“Heim Ins Reich.”

An Open Dataset Documenting Migration and Expulsion in the
Former Polish Territories in 1939 and 1940.
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The settlers left their homes either by train or covered wagon. Upon arrival in German territory, they were placed
O in camps organised by Vomi in and around £6dz for resettlement. Due to overcrowding, most settlers were then
transferred to "observation camps” deeper in the German heartland, where many families were separated.

] Before a resettlement decision could be made, settlers had to undergo registration by the EWZ (Immigration Central
Pirna Office), which involved racial profiling. This involved racial profiling, which was kept secret from the settlers but was cru-
cial in determining whether or not they would be granted land.

Once the settlers had been allocated a new farm, they were moved to the “collection camps” on the eastern border of the
Old Reich, where the EWZ carried out any outstanding full registrations and reunited separated families. Finally, they were
taken to “preparation camps”, from where they were transported to their new homes.

The resettlement was highly organized, often with only hours between the expulsion of Polish families and the arrival of
new settlers. Polish families' were evicted from their farms, gathered at collection points, and transported away in the same
wagons that had brought the settlers. Organizers ensured that settlers were not directly confronted with the evictions.

The maF simpliﬁes this J{)rocess II)’Y omitting transfers between camps and focusing only on the final settlements, with the
width of the lines from £.6dz to Polish settlements indicating the number of settlers relocated.
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Historical Context

In 1939/1940, the propaganda slogan “Heim ins Reich” (en: back home
to the Reich) called upon numerous German-speaking population groups
from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe to resettle in areas within the
borders of the German Reich. However, the majority of these settlers were
not granted land in the heartland but in the annexed territories. This
“Germanization” of the east focused on formerly Polish territories, such as

the Reichsgauen Wartheland and Danzig-West Prussia.

The resettlement campaigns were administered by the “Volksdeutsche
Mittelstelle” (Vomi). Coordination and documentation were carried out
by means of so-called “Hofzuweisungslisten” (en: farm allocation lists).
These were preprinted tabular forms, including the date of resettlement,
target farm location details, the names and family size of the settlers as well
as those of the expelled former inhabitants, the settlers’ place of origin and
the transit camp in which the settlers lived between emigration and
resettlement. The columns of the preprints were filled in on typewriters, a
few days before a family was to be moved from the camp to their new
homestead.

Using data from these farm allocation lists, the map shows how many
people from which area of origin in Galicia and Volhynia were resettled in

which village in the Reichsgau Wartheland.
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In 1939 and 1940, following the invasion of Poland and the signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact, the propaganda slo-
1 gan “Heim ins Reich” (back home to the Reich) called upon numerous German-speaking population groups
from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe to resettle in areas within the borders of the German Reich. This resettle-

ment policy was part of a wider NS strategy to consolidate the newly conquered lands with ethnic Germans.

From December 1939, as news of the resettlement plans spread throughout the regions, most of the eligible population
registered for resettlement, attracted both by the prospect of property within the Z%orders of the German Reich and by
the fear of living under Soviet rule. The "Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle” (Vomi), which was responsible for the resettlement
operation, had three offices in Volhynia (Wladimir-Volynsk, Luck and Kostopol), three in Galicia (Lemberg, Stryi and
Stanislau) and one in the Narew region (Bilsk), from which it organised registration and emigration. On 7" February
. 1940, the process of emigration to the West was completed and the Vomi left what was then Soviet territory. The map
shows these migration movements within the former Polish territory. The figures are derived from an publicy available
dataset (https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13789648) and represent about one third of the actual emigrated population.
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On 12.06.1940 Karl Sagert, origi-
nally from Stanislawéwia in Vol-
D hynia, and his household of 4 peo-
Rogl ple were settled in Brudzow. The
Polish families Wegielnik and Gru-
chot were expelled.
On 10.04.1940 Johann Tramer,
originally from Statin in Galicia,
an§ his household of 5 people were
settled in Tum. The Polish families
<+ Grabica — Municipality (Gminy) where migration/expulsion occured Suczech and Augustynjak with §
and 7 persons were expelled.
O Kalisch — Transit camp
® \Warsaw — City name, 2024
O Luck — Administrative center of emigration zone
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Dataset Provenance

Due to its exceptional performance with tables and typewriting, Amazon Textract was DATASET AT ZENODO

After these initial curation efforts, a Python script was used to derive a tabular file by
splitting stacked columns and integrating header information as separate columns. The
script also populated fields marked with quotation marks with the appropriate data from
the row atop and attempted to combine incorrectly split information (e.g., due to text
written across column boundaries). The dataset was then subjected to further manual
curation - mostly to correct data that had been placed in the wrong column.

As a final step, a separate, ready-to-use normalised dataset was produced by removing

choosen for the initial OCR analysis. Subsequent curation efforts — mostly spelling of
Polish names — were instrumented with tools of the open source OCR suite OCR-D. To
establish interoperability of the Textract output with OCR-D, a new OCR-D module which
converts Amazon Textract outputs into the open PRImA-Page-XML format was developed.

Geocoding was achieved by cross-referencing firstly with GOV - The Genealogical
Gazeteer, secondly with Geonames and thirdly with Factgrid.

DATASET AT GITHUB

records with crucial information missing, deleting values that did not fit the column data

types, replacing place names with their preferred terms as found by geocoding, and directly
adding new columns containing the geodata of the toponyms.
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