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Scientific publishing

Too long
Cascade of submissions/rejections
Sometimes between 1 or 2 years between submission and publication

Opaque
Evaluation reports and editor's name not published
Data, scripts and codes often not published
Conflicts of interest not disclosed
70% of articles are behind paywalls

Pernicious
The income of the publisher depends directly on the number of articles 
accepted

Too expensive
9 billion € / 3 millions articles  =  3000 € / article (France: ~ 150 M € /year)
Extraordinary profit margin (35-40% for the 5 big publishers)

Researchers do nearly everything…for free
As authors, editors, reviewers, 
they write, evaluate, edit, proofread



Re-appropriation of the 
publication system:

Peer Community In
&

Peer Community Journal



Peer Community In & Peer Community Journal

Peer Reviewed and 
recommended preprints

Diamond Open Access 
generalist journal

A double publication system

Peer Community In
“PCI”

Peer Community Journal
“PCJ”



What is PCI?



A non-profit, non-commercial organization

A set of communities of researchers handling the 
evaluation of (through peer review) and recommending
preprints in their scientific field. 

What is PCI?

PCI Ecology
PCI Evolutionary Biology
PCI Genomics
PCI Microbiology
etc.. 

etc …



How does PCI work?
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Link to PCI-recommended preprint

Recommendation text

Final, valid, findable and citable article

Published, citable and argued editorial decision



Fate of recommended 
articles



PCI-recommended 

preprint

Peer Community Journal
Direct publication in diamond open access

PCI-friendly journals

OR

OR

Other journals





PCI-friendly journals



PCI-friendly journals

1. Accept without further reviews (18)3 categories

• Acarologia

• Advances in Cognitive Psychology

• Anthropologica et Praehistorica

• Arqueologia

• Belgian Journal of  Zoology

• Cadernos de Linguística

• Computo

• Ecosistemas

• Frontiers of  Biogeography

• International Journal of  Limnology

• Journal of  Lithic Studies

• OCL - Oilseeds and fats, Crops and Lipids

• Peer Community Journal

• Peer J

• PeerJ Computer Science

• Rethinking Ecology

• Theoretical Roman Archaeology Journal

• Tropical and Subtropical Agroecosystems

PCI RR-friendly journals

• Addiction Research & Theory

• Advances in Cognitive 

Psychology

• Advances in Methods and 

Practices in Psychological

Science

• Brain and Neuroscience 

Advances

• Cambridge Educational

Research e-Journal

• Communications in 

Kinesiology

• Cortex

• Experimental Psychology

• F1000Research

• Human Population Genetics

and Genomics

• In&Vertebrates

• Journal for Reproducibility in 

Neuroscience

• Journal of  Cognition

• Meta-Psychology

• NeuroImage: Reports

• Peer Community Journal

• PeerJ

• PeerJ Computer Science

• PeerJ Physical Chemistry

• PeerJ Organic Chemistry

• PeerJ Inorganic Chemistry

• PeerJ Analytical Chemistry

• PeerJ Materials Science

• Psychology of  Consciousness: 

Theory, Research, and 

Practice

• Royal Society Open Science

• Swiss Psychology Open

• WiderScreen



PCI-friendly journals

2. Fast response (≤ 10 days) to presubmission enquiry (35)

3 categories

• Animal Welfare

• Annals of  Forest Science

• Bulletins et Mémoires de la Société 

d'Anthropologie de Paris (BMSAP)

• Bulletin of  the History of  

Archaeology

• Cambridge Journal of  Human 

Behaviour

• Collabra: Psychology

• Communications in Kinesiology

• Ecologica Montenegrina

• European Rehabilitation Journal

• European Scientific Journal

• European zoological journal

• Evolution

• Evolution Letters

• Evolutionary Ecology

• FEMS Yeast Research

• GigaByte

• GigaScience

• Heritage

• Journal of  Applied Microbiology

• Journal of  Avian Biology

• Journal of  Computer Applications in 

Archaeology

• Journal of  Evolutionary Biology

• Journal of  Iran National Museum

• Journal of  Neolithic Archaeology

• Journal of  Open Archaeology Data

• Journal of  the Israel Prehistoric

Society

• Letters in Applied Microbiology

• Neurons Behavior Data Analysis and 

Theory

• Oikos

• PLOS Biology

• PLOS One

• Préhistoires méditerranéennes -

Mediterranean Prehistories

• Quantitative Plant Biology

• Quaternaire

• Veterinary Research

Accept without further reviews OR Need further reviews OR Not interested

1. Accept without further reviews



PCI-friendly journals
1. Accept without further reviews

3. May use the evaluations of PCI  if adequate (39)

2. Fast response (≤ 5 days) to presubmission enquiry
3 categories

• Adansonia

• Agronomy for Sustainable

Development

• Animal

• Animal microbiome

• Anthropozoologica

• Aquatic Living Resources

• Archäologische Informationen

• Archeologia e Calcolatori

• BMC Ecology and Evolution

• Botany

• Botany Letters

• Brazilian Journal of  Motor

Behavior

• Canadian Journal of  Animal 

Science

• Canadian Journal of  Fisheries and 

Aquatic Sciences

• Canadian Journal of  Forest 

Research

• Canadian Journal of  Zoology

• Comptes Rendus Palevol

• Cryptogamie, Algologie

• Cryptogamie, Bryologie

• Cryptogamie, Mycologie

• EXARC Journal

• FACETS

• G3: Genes, Genomes, Genetics

• Genetics

• Genetics Selection Evolution

• Genome

• Geodiversitas

• Internet Archaeology

• ISME Comunications

• ISME Journal

• Italian Journal of  Animal Science

• Journal of  Pollination Ecology

• M@n@gement

• Mathematical Modelling of  Natural 

Phenomena

• Movement & Sport Sciences

• Naturae

• Neuroanatomy and Behaviour

• Science and Medicine in Football

• Zoosystema



Peer Community Journal



• Launched in November 2021

• Accepts “as is” any and only

recommended articles 

• Free for readers and authors

• > 370 articles published 

• 19 sections

• CC-BY Licence

• Indexed in

Peer Community Journal https://peercommunityjournal.org/

e-ISSN 2804-3871

https://peercommunityjournal.org/


Current PCIs



Current PCIs

2017
PCI Evolutionary Biology

2018
PCI Ecology
PCI Paleontology

2019
PCI Animal -Science
PCI Zoology

2021
PCI Registered Reports
PCI Ecotoxicology and 
Environmental Chemistry 
PCI Infections

2022
PCI Microbiology
PCI Health & Movement
Sciences

2023
PCI Organization Studies

2024
PCI Nutrition
PCI Psychology

2020
PCI Mathematical and 
Computational Biology
PCI Forest & Wood Science
PCI Network Science
PCI Genomics
PCI Archaeology
PCI Neuroscience



Recently accepted thematic PCIs

Peer Community In 

Nutrition



Thematic PCI projects in discussion

• PCI Plant Science

• Several other PCIs in discussion



PCI in figures



PCI in figures
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1108
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Increasing activity
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Recognition of PCI 
recommended preprints



Recognition by funders
Peer Reviewed preprints are considered by most cOAlition S organisations to be of equivalent
merit and status as peer-reviewed publications that are published in a recognised journal or on a 
platform



Recognition by Doctoral Schools
The following doctoral schools consider that preprints recommended by a PCI have a priori the same
value as articles published in peer-reviewed journals. If the doctoral school requires students to 
have a journal-accepted article to defend their Ph.D. thesis, then a PCI-recommended preprint can 
play the same role.

ED ABIES – Univ. Paris-Saclay, France
ED Agrosciences et Sciences – Univ. Avignon, France
ED Ecologie, Évolution, Microbiologie, Modélisation – Univ. 
Lyon 1, France
ED Écologie, Géosciences, Agronomie, ALimentation – Univ. 
Rennes, France
ED Energie et Environnement – Univ. Perpignan, France
ED Environnements-Santé – Univ. Bourgogne Franche-
Comté, France
ED Espace, Temps, Cultures – Univ. Nanterre, France
ED Gaïa – Univ. Montpellier, France
ED MathSTIC – Univ. Bretagne Loire, France
ED Sciences Chimiques et Biologiques pour la Santé – Univ. 
Montpellier, France
ED Science de l’Environnement – Univ. Aix Marseille, France
ED Sciences de la Mer et du Littoral – Univ. Brest, Nantes, 
France
ED Sciences de la Nature et de l’Homme : écologie & 
évolution – MNHN, France
ED Sciences de la Vie et de la Santé – Univ. Nice, France
ED Sciences du végétal : du gène à l’écosystème – Univ. 
Paris-Saclay, France
ED Sciences et Environnement – Univ. Bordeaux, France

ED Sciences Exactes et Applications – Univ. de Pau et des Pays de 
l’Adour, France
ED Sciences Humaines et Sociales – Perspectives Européennes –
Univ. de Strasbourg, France
ED Science, Ingénierie, Environnement – Université Savoie Mont 
Blanc
ED Science Juridiques, Politiques, Economiques et de Gestion –
Université de Lorraine
EED Sciences, Technologies et Santé – Univ. La Réunion, France
ED SEVAB – Univ. Toulouse, France
ED SMRE – Univ. Lille, France
ED Science de la Vie et de la Santé – Univ. Rennes, France
ED SVSAE – Univ. Clermont Auvergne, France
ED Structure et Dynamique des Systèmes Vivants – Univ. Paris-
Saclay, France
ED Theodore Monod – Univ. Poitiers, France
ED Vegetal, Animal, Aliment, Mer, Environnement – Univ. des Pays 
de la Loire
Doctoral Programme in Biodiversity, Genetics and Evolution 
(BIODIV) – Univ. Porto & Univ Lisbon, Portugal
Programa de Doctorado en Biología Integrada – Univ. de Sevilla, 
Spain

http://www2.agroparistech.fr/abies/index.php/en
https://univ-avignon.fr/rechercher-une-formation/doctorat-sciences-agronomiques-ed-536--3012.kjsp
https://e2m2.universite-lyon.fr/
https://ed-egaal.u-bretagneloire.fr/en
https://www.univ-perp.fr/en/menu/research/doctoral-schools-/energy-environment-doctoral-school/energy-environment-doctoral-school-31078.kjsp
https://e2s.ubfc.fr/
https://ed-etc.parisnanterre.fr/
https://www.adum.fr/as/ed/gaia/index.pl
https://ed-mathstic.doctorat-bretagneloire.fr/
https://edcbs2.umontpellier.fr/index.html?language=en&page=home&section=presentation
https://ecole-doctorale-251.univ-amu.fr/en
https://ed-sml.u-bretagneloire.fr/en
http://formation.mnhn.fr/fr/enseignement-superieur/doctorat/presentation-ed227
http://www.unice.fr/ed-svs/gb/site/gb-index.php
https://www.universite-paris-saclay.fr/en/education/doctorate/sciences-du-vegetal-du-gene-a-lecosysteme#l-ecole-doctorale
https://ed-environnements.u-bordeaux.fr/en
https://ed-sea.univ-pau.fr/fr/index.html
http://ed.shs.unistra.fr/
https://www.univ-smb.fr/edsie/
http://doctorat.univ-lorraine.fr/fr/les-ecoles-doctorales/sjpeg
https://recherche.univ-reunion.fr/doctorat-et-hdr/ecoles-doctorales/ed-sts
https://www.ed-sevab.univ-toulouse.fr/as/ed/edsevab/entree.pl
http://edsmre.univ-lille1.fr/index.php?id=accueil&L=2
https://ed-svs.doctorat-bretagne.fr/en
https://svsae.ed.uca.fr/
https://www.universite-paris-saclay.fr/en/node/7231#l-ecole-doctorale
http://www.u-ldevinci.fr/cega/
https://ed-vaame.doctorat-paysdelaloire.fr/
http://www.biodiv.pt/
https://biologia.us.es/es/bioint/


Supports of PCI



Supports



Supports

EUROPE

UNITED KINGDOM

NORTH AMERICA

OTHER COUNTRIES

Jonhs Hopkins University



PCI Manifesto



Sign and share the #PCIManifesto

https://peercommunityin.org/pci-manifesto/

I commit to submitting, within 15 months 

following the signing of this manifesto, at 

least one of my best articles to a PCI for 

peer review and, if recommended, to 

publish it in the Peer Community Journal

“

”1143 researchers from 60 countries have signed so far



How to get involved?



• Submit your articles to a PCI

• Publish in Peer Community Journal

• Join us as a recommender

• Accept invitations to be a reviewer for PCI

• Attend the PCI Webinars series events: 
https://peercommunityin.org/pci-webinar-series/

• Follow us on social media (Mastodon, Blueskye, X, LinkedIn)

• Create a new PCI
https://peercommunityin.org/2019/05/21/steps-in-the-creation-of-a-
new-pci/


