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ABSTRACT

In exploring the function of literature in English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) classrooms, this essay makes the case for teaching literature Article history:
through an integrated method. The comprehensive potential of language izzz:zzg ilnlrse\e/?sjgigrm
learning is sometimes undermined by the traditional division between . Sep 2024

literary appreciation and linguistic proficiency. Through the integration of  accepted 16 Oct 2024
literature with linguistic, cultural, and communicative goals, an integrated
method fosters critical thinking and intercultural awareness in addition to
offering a relevant framework for language skill development. This essay — Keywords: literature, CLT,
explores the advantages and disadvantages of this approach, gives EFL, integrated approach,
classroom activities, and outlines techniques for incorporating literature  critical thinking, linguistic

into the EFL curriculum. competence, cultural
enrichment, communicative

skills.
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Introduction. Literature has always had a controversial place in the subject of EFL education. Although
it presents chances for deep interaction with language, it is frequently thought to be overly difficult or
unrelated to the communication needs of students. But as teachers become more aware of literature's
ability to promote linguistic fluency as well as cultural competency, the use of literature in EFL classes is
receiving more attention. In addition to assisting students in improving their reading, speaking, writing,
and listening comprehension, this article suggests an integrated method that connects language instruction
with literature, enabling them to interact effectively with literary materials.

Benefits of an Integrated Approach. Gains in Language and Communication

Reading literature exposes students to real language in real-world situations, which helps them strengthen
their vocabulary, grammar, and discourse skills. Speaking and listening abilities are developed through
book-based discussions and group exercises.

Growth of Analytical and Critical Thinking Ability

Students acquire higher-order thinking abilities through their engagement with intricate ideas and literary
devices. Logical reasoning and interpretation are facilitated by the analysis of characters, conflicts, and
narratives.

Engagement on a Cultural and Emotional Level

Through literature, readers can get insight into diverse cultures and are inspired to consider values,
customs, and perspectives that differ from their own. It also elicits feelings, which adds to the engagement
and memorability of language learning.

The Difficulties of Including Literature in EFL
Teaching literature in an EFL classroom has benefits, but it also has drawbacks.
Language difficulty: Literary texts may have convoluted syntax or dated vocabulary.
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Time constraints: Careful planning is necessary for an effective integration of literature, and this may
conflict with the objectives of the curriculum.

Student resistance: Literary materials may seem frightening or irrelevant to some students. It is imperative
for educators to carefully choose texts that align with the interests and skill levels of their pupils.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

The significance of language use in authentic communication contexts is emphasized by CLT. Through
actual input that mirrors language use in everyday situations, literature exposes students to idioms,
colloquialisms, and a variety of registers that may not be included in typical textbooks. Because of this,
literary texts are an important tool in the CLT framework.

According to Rosenblatt's (1978) reader-response theory, readers actively participate in deriving meaning
from texts. This is in line with EFL instruction, where students' interaction with literature can develop
their ability to interpret, express themselves, and feel comfortable using the language. Encouraging
students to reply to readings directly opens up the possibility of meaningful discussion and interactive
learning.

By exposing students to a variety of worldviews and cultural experiences that are woven across texts,
integrating literature fosters intercultural awareness. Reading literature also promotes critical literacy,
which is essential for developing global citizenship in the linked world of today by allowing students to
challenge the underlying presumptions, cultural norms, and stereotypes found in books.

An Integrated Approach to Literature in the EFL Classroom

An integrated approach involves embedding literature within language instruction through a variety of
complementary objectives, including:

1. Linguistic competence (e.g., vocabulary acquisition, grammar awareness)
2. Cultural enrichment (e.g., understanding cultural references)

3. Critical thinking (e.g., interpreting themes and perspectives)

4. Communicative skills (e.g., participating in discussions and presentations)
Classroom Practices for Teaching Literature in EFL

Pre-Reading Activities

Pre-reading tasks are essential for scaffolding learners’ understanding. These activities prepare students
for literary texts by activating background knowledge and introducing relevant vocabulary and themes.
Examples include:

» Discussion prompts related to the theme or genre of the text
» Vocabulary previews and word games

» Visual prompts or videos to build contextual understanding
While-Reading Activities

While-reading activities encourage students to engage with the text as they read. These tasks promote
active reading and comprehension.

» Reading journals: Students record their reactions and questions while reading.
» Graphic organizers: Mind maps or character charts help visualize relationships and plot structure.

» Text annotations: Learners highlight key passages and annotate important sections for further
discussion.

Post-Reading Activities

Post-reading activities extend the students' engagement with the text, encouraging reflection and deeper
analysis.
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» Class discussions: Open-ended questions help students articulate their interpretations.
> Role plays or dramatizations: Students act out scenes from the text, practicing their speaking skills.
> Creative writing tasks: Learners write alternative endings or personal reflections inspired by the text.

In conclusion. The integration of literary education in EFL classrooms facilitates comprehensive
language acquisition through the development of linguistic proficiency, cultural sensitivity, analytical
reasoning, and effective communication abilities. Teachers can design meaningful learning experiences
that engage students both intellectually and emotionally by carefully choosing and integrating literary
texts. Though there are still obstacles to overcome, careful preparation and creative teaching techniques
can help optimize the advantages of literature in EFL instruction. This method helps students become
more proficient in the language while also preparing them to interact meaningfully and thoughtfully with
others throughout the world.
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