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Visuelle Elemente, die nicht nur Schrift sind.

Visual elements that are not just writing.

Des éléments visuels qui ne sont pas seulement des écritures.

1

Definition / Définition



Lambach, Stiftsarchiv Dürnstein, 1467

Visual elements in line with the general practice of the time and the region

2

Examples

 from the 

Five 

Case Studies



“Painted” 
(with a brush)

and not 

“drawn” 
(with a “stylus” or a pen)

Therefore: 
not 
“GRAPHICAL”

Avignon, 1337

Göttweig, Stiftsarchiv



Fontenay, 1286

Dijon, Archives départementales côte d’or, 15 H 190



Fontenay, 1286

Dijon, AD, 15 H 190

Penwork-decoration (Fleuronnée) is 
extraordinary for this period 
(especially the figurative elements)

Lambach, Stiftsarchiv 1467



Stiftsarchiv
Lilienfeld

1517

The depiction 
of the 
coat of arms 
is not just 
beautiful 
but also 
integral part
of the content. 



not after 1049: Odalic, his brother Geoffroi and their families donate properties in Sivignon and Ruffey to Cluny Abbey.



Visuelle Elemente, die nicht nur Schrift sind.

Visual elements that are not just writing.

Des éléments visuels qui ne sont pas seulement des écritures.



https://www.monasterium.net/mom/IlluminierteUrkunden/collection

https://www.zotero.org/groups/257864

3 IllUrk

https://www.monasterium.net/mom/IlluminierteUrkunden/collection


Schön
und/oder

notwendig

Beautiful
and/or

necessary

Beau
et/ou

nécessaire

4 Logical and Linguistical Aspects



Kontrollierte Vokabularien
Controlled vocabulary

Vocabulaire contrôlé

Sinnlose und/oder
sinnvolle Definitionen

zu illuminierten Urkunden

Useless and/or meaningful definitions of Illuminated charters

Définitions inutiles et/ou utiles des chartes illuminées
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1337 bzw. 1475 (Stiftsarchiv Göttweig) 

Niveau 1: Historisierte Ausstattung / Historiated decoration / Décoration historiée
und 

mit zusätzlichen Farben / with additional Colours / avec couleurs
additionelles



Niveau 1
mit zusätzlichen Farben
with additional colours

avec couleurs additionelles

Fontenay, 1156–1163
Dijon, Archives dép. côte d’or, 15 H 156



Niveau 1
mit zusätzlichen Farben
with additional colours

avec couleurs additionelles

Lilienfeld, Stiftsarchiv – not after 1302



Fontenay, 1286
Dijon, Archives départementales côte d’or, 15 H 190

x  Fleuronnée – Penwork – Lettres filigrannés
x Depictive motives (not historiated) 

Motifs objectifs (pas historié)
x figural – figurative

Niveau 2  Gezeichnete Ausstattung (nicht historisiert) 
Drawn decoration (not historiated)
Décoration a plume (pas historié)



Gezeichnete Ausstattung (nicht historisiert) 
Niveau 2 Drawn decoration (not historiated)

Décoration a plume (pas historie)

x  Gegenständliche Motive (nicht historisiert) – Depictive motives (not historiated) – Motifs objectifs (pas historié)

x figürlich – figural – figurative

x  Fleuronnée
    Penwork
    Lettres filigrannés

Fontenay, 1286                                                       Lilienfeld, 1478



Gezeichnete Ausstattung (nicht historisiert) 
Niveau 2 Drawn decoration (not historiated)

Décoration a plume (pas historie)

x  Fleuronnée – Penwork – Lettres filigrannés
x figürlich – figural – figurative

x  Zierschrift
Display script – Écriture d’apparat



Urkundenspezifische Zeichen
Niveau 3 Signs specific to charters 

Signes spécifiques aux charters

x  Chrismon: 938 (from Cluny)



x  Rota 
and 

x  Benevalete

Urkundenspezifische Zeichen
Niveau 3 Signs specific to charters 

Signes spécifiques aux charters

1097, Pope Urban II (from Cluny) 



x  Chrismon (with additional reference:
Chi-Rho and Alpha and Omega)

x  Rota

Alfonso, king of Leon for Cluny

1218

Niveau 3
Urkundenspezifische Zeichen
Signs specific to charters 
Signes spécifiques aux charters



1285 February 14
Privilegio rodado: Sancho IV

Niveau 3: Urkundenspezifische Zeichen
Signs specific to charters 
Signes spécifiques aux charters

und 
Niveau 1 Historisierte Ausstattung

Historiated decoration
Décoration historiée
und 

Niveau 1 mit zusätzlichen Farben
with additional colours
avec couleurs additionelles



x  Monogramm – Monogram – Monogramme
x  Signum notarile (Notarssignet, Notary’s sign)

Vienna, 1227 August
Stiftsarchiv Lilienfeld

Distinctive position and branded article

The  visual message that a sheet of parchment 
written on one side is a charter – especially when
a notary's sign or seal is added – is immediately 
evident to many. 

The text type “charter” has specific visual features. 

6 New Methodological 

Approaches



1098 April 3rd

Urban II

Papal privilege with
x  Display script
x Rota
x Benevalete

(x)  Bulla (lead)

Stiftsarchiv Göttweig



Boniface IX

Niveau 2
x Initial
x Border
x Penwork
x Display script

(x) Bulla (lead)

Boniface IX 
for Olomouc

1401 July 5th 



1551 April 26th, Rome, Pope Julius III, printed by Antonio Blado
Salzburg, Archiv der Erzdiözese



Notary’s sign with depictive motives: 
Henricus (Hainriucus) Hunt (1424)

Stiftarchiv Göttweig

Niveau 1   x Historiated
and

Niveau 3   x Signum
notarile



1189 12111202 1216

Niveau 1   x Historiated
and

Niveau 3  x Signum notarile



Niveau 1   x Historiated
and

Niveau 2   x Initial
x Display script
x  Depictive motives

x zoomorphic
and

Niveau 3   x Signum notarile



1444
Stiftsarchiv Göttweig

Niveau 1
x  Wappen – Coat of arms – Blasons

Signes
spécifiques
au contenu

7

Content-
specific 
signs



1338 February 8thNiveau 1
x Wappen – Coat of arms – Blasons
x zusätzliche Farben – additional colours – couleurs additionelles 



King Sigismund grants 
Bossány Marton a coat of arms                                                            Constance, 1415 March 12th

said to be painted in the center



Rudolf II, Grant of arms, 1593

Wien, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv



Schützenbrief St. Gallen 1485: printed



Printed  “Schützenbrief”   from  1477 
with enclosed cord as measuring unit

Object necessary in terms of content

Donation to Cluny with added Festucca

Object as “Beglaubigungsmittel” 



Printed  “Schützenbrief”   from  1477 
with enclosed cord as measuring unit

Object necessary in terms of content
Schützenbrief dated 1475 with enclosed cord as measuring unit

(hint from Jean Dominique Delle Luche)



990 August 1st: Donation to Cluny with initial
Extremely extraordinary

Completely standard
1461 March 24th with “Cadellures” from Cluny

8 Time-specific Signs



1461 March 24th with “Cadellures”
from Cluny

1441 January 1st

Stiftsarchiv Lambach



1441 January 1st     Stiftsarchiv Lambach 1461 March 24th    from Cluny



Definition of the object of investigation
Définition de l'objet de l'étude

Definition des Untersuchungsgegenstandes 

Charters with / Chartes avec / Urkunden mit 

visual elements that are not just writing.

des éléments visuels qui ne sont pas seulement des écritures.

visuellen Elementen, die nicht nur Schrift sind.

9 Summary – Résumé



The best controlled vocabulary is the one that is widely used.
Le meilleur vocabulaire contrôlé est celui qui est largement utilisé.
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A notary writing a notarial deed: London, c 1360/75

Beautiful and/or necessary – Beau et/ou nécessaire
Schön oder/und notwendig
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Useless and/or meaningful definitions 
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Martin Roland









Schützenbrief dated 1475 with enclosed cord as measuring unit 
(hint from Jean Dominique Delle Luche)

Printed  “Schützenbrief”   from  1477 
with enclosed cord as measuring unit

Object necessary in terms of content
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