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Outline
• Background  

• Positionality 
• Experience

• Globalized society

• Global Digital Humanities 

• Similarities and differences 

• Mainland China 

• Academic and cultural differences

• How we might come closer together 



Research interests

• Digital Humanities
• Education
• Information studies
• Equality, Diversity, Inclusion
• Digital story-telling
• Open Agenda

• Open Access
• Open Publishing
• Open Data
• Open Education 



Background 1

• Education
• King’s College London
• Department of Classics: 
• language, literature, philosophy, art, archaeology, history and culture of the 

ancient world (Greco-Roman). 







Proem to Ovid‘s Metamorphoses

In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas 
corpora; di, coeptis (nam vos mutastis et illa) 
adspirate meis primaque ab origine mundi 
ad mea perpetuum deducite tempora carmen! 

I speak of bodies changed into new forms;                 
Gods (from whom these things arose) 
Inspire my enterprise and lead my work 
In one continuous song from the first beginnings
to our own times.



Questions rather than answers

• Knowledge or Wisdom?

•  What are our assumptions?

•  What you already know – question this?

•  Challenge and question ideas and pre-

conceptions?



Scholarship starts with questions

• Address old questions using more data

• Allows questions from multiple perspectives

• New possibilities for use of sources

• Ask new and better questions

• New possibilities for question not possible before

• New possibilities for use of sources



Background 2

• Professional
• King’s College London

• Centre for Computing in the Humanities – now Department of Digital Humanities 
• Teaching, projects, research, staff training

• University College London (2010)
• Department of Information Studies, UCL Centre for Digital Humanities (UCLDH)
• Programme Director MA/MSc Digital Humanities (2011-2017)
• Director UCL Centre for Digital Humanities (2017-2020)

• Beijing Normal University at Zhuhai
• Executive Director the Research Centre for Digital Publishing and Digital Humanities
• College of Education for the Future



Early steps (2014)



2017 IGSF





Building bridges

• To connect East and West

• Also make connections within 
China herself

• Asian Pacific Region

• The Hong Kong–Zhuhai–Macau Bridge
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:West_section_o
f_Hong_Kong-Zhuhai-Macau_Bridge_(20180902174105).jpg



Metaphor of Bridges

• The bridge joins the people/communities together 

• Nevertheless, the end points are firmly rooted

• Also make a political statement 

• Here joining Hong Kong with the mainland 
• But firmly rooted at both ends   



Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Applications-internet.svg

Global 
connectivity?



Global and Globalised Society
• Blurred boundaries between work and home
• Private and public spheres overlap     
• Constantly connected via smart phone
• Illusion of connectivity  
• Focus on the technology not the communication

• Genuine global connections? 
• Separated:         

• Culturally         
• Linguistically   
• Regionally        
• (By time zone)   



DH development in China and West
• Differences in Humanities data
• Differences in approach
• Technological challenges of Sinitic language 
• OCR: Optical Character Recognition 

• Word segmentation 
• These difficulties not unique to East Asia

• Scriptio continua / capitalis quadrata  
• Indian sub-continent (Hindi/Punjabi)

• Consider the number of characters
• More than 50,000 unique 
• More than 7,600 common characters 

• Ancient Greek has 24 and Classical Latin has 23
• Modern English 26 characters = 52 total upper + lower



DH in the East and West

• Areas of study/research 
• Moving away from text-based studies 

• Where text is source data, working in different ways
• Visualizing / modelling data / network analysis
•   Linked and Open Data - ‘Smart Data’      

• Both use mixed methods   
• Quantitative and qualitative  

• Necessarily varied: culture, language, location 

• Linguistic  
• Preponderance (hegemony) of English language 
• Pressure to publish in English – also true in East Asia                                          

Distorts metrics   



Harmony between civilisations 

• Study of ancient sources  
• Canonical texts  
• Manuscripts and other cultural artefacts 
• How our culture has developed                     
• How that relates to us now                           

• East and West                                   
• Importance of classical texts         
• Understanding our heritage          
• Link past with present and future



Research-led DH pedagogy
• Very well-worn phrase
• Something we read often 

• We take what we learn from our research
• Feed that back into our teaching
• Often: projects outside of contracted hours

• Rather than just teaching skills,                                                                       
teach students how to learn

• Principles 
• Methodology
• Use of software (appropriately)
• Class examples



Cultural impact on pedagogy
• Different learning styles

• Socratic vs Confusion
• Teaching the teachers

• Collectivism vs individualism

• Assessment
• Mid-term assessment, participation, attendance, summative assessment

• Marking: A=90-100%, B=80-90%, C=70-80%, D=60-70%, F=<60%

• Expectations?
• Conservative nature
• University education largely arranged by disciplinary categories
• DH currently falls outside these



Learn, so as to instruct 
others; Act, to serve as 
example to all.



Thursdays 18:00 – 19:40

An Introduction to Digital Humanities 
in a Global Context

Simon Mahony 西蒙•马奥尼
(SimonMahony@bnu.edu.cn)
Beijing Normal University at Zhuhai

With thanks and acknowledgement for the translations to 
Ning Ma (UCLDH Master’s student)

Unless otherwise indicated this presentation and its contents, 
except for the images, logos and screenshots, are licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution Share Alike Licence 3.0





TA’s timetable Term 1 & 2
Also, a short summer term.

Full module = 18 weeks 
Plus mid-term break and exam 
week = 20 weeks x 2

• Assessment
• Mid-term exams
• End of term exams
• Coursework



And two weeks military training



DH landscape in mainland China 

• DHC2022:
Mahony, S. & Fu, Yaming. (2023). 'Digital Humanities and the Library: Research 
Partners?'. Proceedings of the Digital Humanities Congress 2022. Sheffield: The Digital 
Humanities Institute. https://www.dhi.ac.uk/books/dhc2022/digital-humanities-and-
the-library-research-partners

• DHC2018:
Mahony, S. & Gao, J. (2019) 'Linguistic and Cultural Hegemony in the Digital 
Humanities', Proceedings of the Digital Humanities Congress 2018, Digital Humanities 
Institute, University of Sheffield. https://www.dhi.ac.uk/openbook/chapter/dhc2018-
mahony

https://www.dhi.ac.uk/books/dhc2022/digital-humanities-and-the-library-research-partners/
https://www.dhi.ac.uk/books/dhc2022/digital-humanities-and-the-library-research-partners/
https://www.dhi.ac.uk/openbook/chapter/dhc2018-mahony
https://www.dhi.ac.uk/openbook/chapter/dhc2018-mahony


For an insider view listen to the insiders

Tsui, L. H., Zhu, B., & Chen, J. (2023). 
Finding Flexibility to Teach the “Next Big Thing”.

What We Teach When We Teach DH:                                     
Digital Humanities in the Classroom.

Brian Croxall and Diane K. Jakacki (eds)

(https://dhdebates.gc.cuny.edu/projects/what-we-teach-when-we-teach-dh)



Development of Digital Humanities?

• No definitive history in West or China                                                   

• Track by digital projects with humanities material                              

• Establishment of DH research centres                                                  

• Digital Humanities events                                                                                              

• Digital Humanities teaching                                                                     



Long history of digital projects in China

• 1983 - 1988: digitisation of Chinese literature classics

• 1983: Lunheng
Zhuzi Yulei ,

Ernv Yingxiongzhuan

• 1984 - 1987: Dream of the Red Chamber - authorship study 
• 1984: Quan Tangshi
• 1987: Records of the Grand Historian - full text search 



Chinese Classics  
• 1990 - : Digital Dunhuang 
• 2002-2005: Chinese Classic Ancient Books 

• More than 10,000 titles (pre-Qin period to the Republican period)

• 2004 - : The CBDB (China Biographical Database) project became 
machine-readable

• 2006 - : Chinese Text Project  

• 2014 Zhonghua Book Company: digital publication of texts





















https://www.e-dunhuang.com/cave/10.0001/0001.0001.0061




https://www.e-dunhuang.com/cave/10.0001/0001.0001.0061








Mogao Caves
Dunhuang

UNESCO World
Heritage Site



Image of Cave 16 taken by Aurel Stein in 1907. Photo showing Cave 16 and the manuscripts piled up near the 

entrance to Cave 17, the “library cave”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunhuang_manuscripts#/media/File:Dunhuang_Cave_16.jpg [Public Domain]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunhuang_manuscripts#/media/File:Dunhuang_Cave_16.jpg


Paul Pelliot examining manuscripts in the 
Library Cave, 1908. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunhuang_m
anuscripts#/media/File:Pelliot_cave163.jpg

[Public Domain]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunhuang_manuscripts#/media/File:Pelliot_cave163.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunhuang_manuscripts#/media/File:Pelliot_cave163.jpg


https://idp.bl.uk/stein-collection /https://idp.bl.uk/stein-collectionhttps://idp.bl.uk/stein-collection







Digital Humanities landscape in China

• Conferences, seminars and DH themed events
     

• Peking, Nanjing, Renmin, Nankai, Zhejiang, Sun Yat-sen, Wuhan 

•  Shanghai Library, University Town Library of Shenzhen
上海图书馆， 深圳大学城图书馆

• Scholarly platforms   
• Academic Map Publishing Platform (Zhejiang University)
• Digital Humanities Research Platform (Academia Sinica)
    

• Shanghai Library Open Data Platform (Shanghai Library) / Collections
   



https://gis.harvard.edu/chinese-academic-mapping-platform



Digital Humanities Centres in China

• Wuhan 2011 
• Nanjing 2017 
• Peking University 2019
• Shanghai Normal 2020
• Research centres 

• Shanghai Library 
• Peking University 
• Many others 

• Research groups in many universities
• Renmin University, Shanghai University, Zhejiang 

University



Digital Humanities Forum PKU 2016
   PKU Forum 2019

PKU Forum 2018



First China National Digital Humanities Conference



CDH 2020:
Establishment 
Ceremony of 
Digital 
Humanities 
Special 
Committee
(Organisation 
Alliance)















Mainland China

• Similarities and differences with West
• Mass digitisation and databases 

• But usually by Library Science and Information Studies rather than DH

• Long history of projects but early work but not framed as DH 
• Started to use that term after 2011 (Wuhan)

• Similar connection between research and teaching



DH China and Library
• First DH Forum hosted at Peking University (PKU) Library 2016 
 and every year until 2019 
• International Conference on Library and Digital Humanities (2017)                        
‘To explore the role that libraries played in the development of DH’                            
in China and beyond. The University Town Library of Shenzhen
• 9th Shanghai International Library Forum (SILF 2018), at Shanghai Library, which 
has a well-established DH research group. DH keynote and DH track.

In China there is a clear connection with DH research developed from the libraries 
[1], with the main participants being those at Peking University and Shanghai 
Library [2].

[1] (Xia & Bao, 2020).  [2] (Wang et al, 2020). 



Shanghai Library
• China’s largest metropolitan public and research library 
• DH research group within the library

• Open DH platform, freely releases:
• Basic knowledge bases

•  people, places, times, events etc.
• Library resources and collections

• family records, archives, 
• ancient manuscripts, etc.

• Ontology vocabulary
• Open DH tools





Shanghai Memory: A Journey from Wukang Road

• Length: 1.183 km

• a residential street in the former French Concession

• more than 30 celebrities lived here

• Historical buildings presenting the  "old Shanghai"

Wukang Mansions Former Residence of Bajin













Interactive 
and AI 
generated 
displays



Latest Developments 

• The Cultural Heritage Intelligent Computing 
Laboratory of Wuhan University: ICLCH

•http://iclch.whu.edu.cn/

http://iclch.whu.edu.cn/


Wuhan lab
ICLCH

















West Wall of the main Room of CAVE 061, Mogao Grottoes



DH teaching
• “Plan for Promoting the Construction of First-Class Universities and First-

Rate Disciplines.”  (2017)
• Need to fit into top-level disciplines
• Lack of incentive to plan new courses
• Tension with interdisciplinary working and rigid disciplinary structures

• Resulted initially in informal teaching of DH
• Nanjing (2016) Digital Tools and World History (UG)
• Elective courses (Zhuhai: Introduction to DH in a Global Context)

• New home: Chinese Language and Literature
• Inner Mongolia Normal University UG full programme
• Renmin: full master’s programme, UG minor, PhD. 

• School of Information Resources Management

See: Tsui, L. H., Zhu, B., & Chen, J. (2023). Finding Flexibility to Teach the “Next Big Thing”. What We Teach 
When We Teach DH: Digital Humanities in the Classroom.



How do we know what we know about each other?                                 

• Reading each other‘s work or speaking to each other                         
• Publications 
• Conferences
• Events           
• Talks              
• Meetings      
• Collaborative working /
• Collaborative publishing  
• Travel 

• Online presence 
• International collaborative projects 

• What we see online  

• What we read            

• Who we meet            

• Who we speak to       



Building Bridges 

• We are stronger and better together                                                                                     

• Working together is the most effective way to advance towards a 
shared and prosperous future for humanity                                                                                    

• We need a common understanding 
• Reach out beyond our own limited cultural spheres and learn about 

others
• Learning about others we learn about ourselves                                                                                                                             



Major Challenges 1

• Language NOT ONLY barrier
• Academic systems very different
• Localisation is not just translation

• Cultural diversity, greater inclusion, empathetic of others
• Viewing others helps us to understand ourselves 

• Access to materials and information online
• Publishing venues
• Finding common interests
• Making contact



Major Challenges 2
 

• Expectations
• Travel
• Agreements on publications

• How and where
• Order of names
• Open Access or closed – funds for APCs

•  Academic credit
• Funder agreements
• Transfer of funds



Name order on publication
• First ….. Last
• Lead author then alphabetical order

• Order of relative contribution to the article?
Walsh, J. A., Cobb, P. J., de Fremery, W., Golub, K., Keah, H., Kim, J., Kiplang'at, J., Liu, Y.-H., 
Mahony, S., Oh, S. G., Sula, C. A., Underwood, T., & Wang, X. (2021). 'Digital humanities in the 
iSchool.' Journal of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 1– 16.

• First author or Corresponding author (*) to get academic credit
CUP: The Corresponding Author is the person who handles the manuscript and correspondence 
during the publication process, including approving the article proofs. 
Taylor & Francis Corresponding author: This person will handle all correspondence about the 
article and sign the publishing agreement on behalf of all the authors. 



Publication models 

• Academic discourse through the publication model

• UK universities require research output published OA

• Also required by major funders

• For staff promotion  
• Increased citation metrics  
• More people will read your work



What are these publications? 
Any idea?

• SSCI 

• A&HCI 

• SCI



What is this? Any idea?

• SSCI (Social Science Citation Index)

• A&HCI (Arts and Humanities Citation Index)

• SCI (Science Citation Index)

Classification of journals according to Clarivate
Web of Science (trusted and highly valued citation index?)



Concerns 
• In many universities, promotions dependant on publications in 

Web of Science Master Journal list (SSCI/A&HCI/SCI) by Clarivate

• Value of research based on Journal Impact Factors

• Almost all published in English

• Need something that is countable 
• Especially for promotion
• Research targets
• Government funding
• Link publication with funded project



San Francisco Declaration on Research 
Assessment







Bias in Knowledge Production

• Only those that have funding can pay APC of OA
• Disadvantages 

• Early career researchers and junior lecturers
• Less well funded institutions
• Less developed countries 

• CNKI (CSSCI) Journals need APC fees with no OA option
• Disadvantages 

• Junior researchers need funding to pay for APCs
• Less well funded institutions
• Access requires fee / subscription 



Inclusion not Exclusion

• International institutes and centres
• Bring people together 
• Foster and facilitate cooperation and collaboration                        

• Widen our perspectives
• Move away from rigid academic boundaries  
• Avoid creating closed silos
• Encourage openness and sharing of research output and data



Create a more global Digital Humanities

• Reach new audiences 
• Engage beyond our echo-chamber 
• Otherwise destined to meet, greet and discuss topics of 

interest and research only with those we already know

• Restricting cultural perspective restricts our field

• Inclusion benefits us all 



Building Bridges 

• Education and communication are key to this process                                                           
• The starting point is our educational programmes                                                            
• When teaching our students, we also teach ourselves and increase 

our own understanding                                                                                                        

• Mutual learning leads to a deeper understanding, not only about 
others but also about ourselves                                                                                              



Education is the key  

• Students needed to be guided to explore different cultures, 
philosophies, and histories

• To become more aware of their positionality within a global context

• Develop sensitivity about others and the differences

• Understand cultural relativism



Communication

• Exchanges and mutual learning between different cultures 
requires communication and understanding. 

•  Based on common respect and the development of 
partnerships with a common understanding of the ways in 
which we can work together.

• Education and communication are key to this process. 



Ties that bind

• Family
• Community
• Culture
• Language 
• Traditions
• Religion
• Ideology

• Common ideas or beliefs that link people together

• Things we cannot escape from. 
• They colour our perspective.



Herodotus of Halicarnassus (approx. 484–425 BC)
There is a gulf in understanding between East and West. They speak different 
languages and have different cultures and customs while each ‘without 
exception believes his own native customs […] to be the best. […] Pindar was 
right when he called [custom] king of all’.

The further East, we read in Histories, the more mysterious are the peoples and 
their customs. Whatever the truth, it is clear that differences in language and 
culture lead to difference in understanding.

(Adapted from De Selincourt (trans) 1972).
Mahony, S. (2018 ) 'Cultural Diversity and the Digital Humanities', Fudan Journal of the Humanities and 
Social Sciences pp. 1-18. Springer.





LOEB CLASSICAL 
LIBRARY



LOEB CLASSICAL 
LIBRARY











Western Classics as part of the Chinese UG Curriculum
• Survey limited to BNUZH campus and those students that I have contact with.
• Indicative of an important part of UG education at a Normal University.

• Odyssey as part of their English language acquisition and practice course.
• Passages from Homer, both the Iliad and Odyssey, were common to many
• Cyclops as an example of the uncivilised ‘other’ in contrast to Odysseus and crew
• Sophocles’ Antigone to compare the two sisters’ conceptions of the law and to 

see which one they sympathised with more.
• The Republic as utopian society
• Readings from the Republic, where students were asked to discuss Socrates’ 

attitudes to ‘litigation and health’.
• How they might ensure ‘the reliability of the guardians in Socrates’ design’ and 

how convincing the arguments were.    



Western Classics as part of the Chinese UG Curriculum

• General philosophy courses based mainly on Chinese Classics, Confucianism, 
Buddhism, and Taoism but include many set texts from the Western classical 
tradition: The Republic, Phaedo, Nicomachean Ethics, Politics, On Duties, 
Meditations, Bible, and Koran.

• The course titled (in translation) ‘Inheritance and Dissemination of Chinese 
Culture from a Global Perspective’ also includes The Republic, Phaedo, 
Nicomachean Ethics, Politics, and Meditations.

• “To reflect on the evolution of Western culture and Western-centrism since 
modern times”

• “To understand the 150 years of Chinese traditional culture in the collision 
between Chinese and Western culture”.

• Think about the “differences between China and the West in these stories of 
philosophy to broaden our horizon”.



De Officiis (Cicero)



The Republic (Plato)



Meditations (Aurelius) The History of Greek Philosophy 3



Marmor 
Homericum 
(1865)
UCL, South 
CLOISTERS



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dream_of_the_Red_Chamber



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_Margin



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journey_to_the_West











Readings on DH development in China
Wang, X., Tan, X., & Li, H., (2020) The Evolution of Digital Humanities in China. 
Library Trends, Volume 69, Number 1, Summer 2020, pp. 7-29 Published by Johns 
Hopkins University Press. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0029

Chen, J., & Tsui, L. H. (2020). ‘Debating and developing digital humanities in 
China: New or old?’ In Ricaurte, P., Chaudhuri, S., & Fiormonte, D. (Eds) Global 
Debates in the Digital Humanities. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/chapter/3144055

Tsui, L.H. (2020). Charting the Emergence of the Digital Humanities in China. In: 
Chan, K., Lau, C. (eds) Chinese Culture in the 21st Century and its Global 
Dimensions . Chinese Culture, vol 2. Springer, Singapore. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-2743-2_12

https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0029
https://muse.jhu.edu/chapter/3144055
Tsui,%20L.H.%20(2020).%20Charting%20the%20Emergence%20of%20the%20Digital%20Humanities%20in%20China.%20In:%20Chan,%20K.,%20Lau,%20C.%20(eds)%20Chinese%20Culture%20in%20the%2021st%20Century%20and%20its%20Global%20Dimensions%20.%20Chinese%20Culture,%20vol%202.%20Springer,%20Singapore.%20https:/doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-2743-2_12
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