
RE Connect: RE & 

Climate Change 

Project



Context

Been teaching for 20 
years mainly in LKS2 

but have taught across 
R, KS1 and 2

Large Primary School in 
Derbyshire

Global and RE Lead as 
well as y3/4 

Department Lead

Use Derbyshire Agreed 
Syllabus 

Cover Christian, Hindu, 
Jewish and Muslim 

religious beliefs plus 
Humanist and Atheist 

worldviews

Predominately white, 
middle class area



The project

Opportunity for focus 
and reflection

Increased depth of 
subject knowledge 
from expert speakers

Ideas about pedagogy

Consider curriculum 
design from scratch

Specialist support, 
professional dialogue

Wider network 
including secondary 
colleagues and 
experts

Time for reading, 
thinking, planning, 
trialling and 
reflecting



Why this 

scheme of 

work?

 Use lots of the learning from fellowship

 Fit alongside or within syllabus

 Can be used over a half term or a focus 
week

 Links across the school

 Move children on from just saying the 
‘right’ thing

 Versatile



Let’s go 

outside!
This is part of a lesson aimed at 

y3/4 children (Lesson 4/6)



 Includes scripture, lived experience, photos, art and 
personal reflection

 Although mixed age could used with single years

 Photos, scriptures, teacher information and resource 
sheets versatile

 A range of suggestions for Reception at present

 6 lessons for KS1,LKS2 and UKS2

 Structure

 Focus on climate change issues

 Lessons focused on religions

 Variety of learning styles & ways of knowing

 Personal reflection

Project 

Overview



Scheme of work
Learning Objective Teacher led/group activity Response
Understand what climate change is. Ask children to close their eyes and picture Earth. Read ‘Earth’s Story pages 1-2.5. 

Discuss their reactions to this story. What did you feel? Did anything surprise you? Why do you think Earth thinks adults are n’t
listening?

Mind map some of the issues and solutions that children know are affected the planet and if needed use teacher information 

sheet to expand on these ideas. 

This lesson may make some children feel sad or anxious about the climate crisis situation. Reassure children that over the 

coming lessons we will explore positive attitudes and actions towards climate change.

Use ‘Chatter Pix’ or similar app to add the 

voice of Earth to a picture. What would 

Earth say to people in 30 seconds?

Quotes from these could be added to a 

whole class/school display for the unit.

Describe some examples of what Hindus do 
to show their faith, and make connections 
with some Hindu beliefs and teachings 

about aims and duties in life (A1).

Most Hindus believe that all living things are sacred because they are all part of God. Many Hindus believe that nature canno t 
be destroyed without humans also being destroyed, because we need the natural world in order to survive.
Discuss: How do you thing this affects the way Hindu’s choose to live? Would it change your behaviour? How and why?

Many Hindus are vegetarian, although some do eat some meat and fish. Very few Hindu’s eat beef as the cow is sacred in the 

Hindu tradition as it is a symbol of all living things. Some Hindus will check carefully that animal products they do consume
are organic or free range meaning the animal has been treated well.
Discuss: Why do you think Hindus might make these choices? 

Some Hindus say the following prayer before stepping on to the ground in the morning:

‘O! Mother Earth, who has the ocean as clothes
and mountains and forests on her body,
who is the wife of Lord Vishnu, I bow to you.

Please forgive me for touching you with my feet.’
Why do you think they would do this? How would you feel after saying the prayer?

Create a drawing of how you picture 

Mother Earth and explain your 

representation. Think about what she looks 

like, where she is and what she may have 

with her.

Ext: What do you think Mother Earth would 

say to Hindu believers?

Discuss links between the actions of 

Hindus in helping others and ways in 

which people of other faiths and 

beliefs, including pupils themselves, 

help others (C2).

Give examples of ways in which some 

inspirational people have been guided 

by their religion (B1).

Tell children that we are going to research at young people who have set set out to make a difference in the 

area of climate change and what inspires them. 

Use the following website to find out about

Hemang Vellore: Meet young Changemaker, Hemang! - National Geographic Kids (natgeokids.com) and This 

home-schooled teen has been selected for Fellowship for Climate Action - The Hindu. 

Greta Thunberg: Greta Thunberg facts - Climate | National Geographic Kids (natgeokids.com)

Leah Namugerwa: Climate change: 7 young climate activists from around the world - CBBC Newsround Leah 
Namugerwa - Wikipedia

Complete sheet comparing the actions and influences of the 3 activists by answering the following questions:

• What do they do?

• Why do they do it?

• Who or what inspired them to take action?
• How might their beliefs affect their actions?

In pairs or small groups discuss what your 

own answers to the four questions might 

be.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/meet-young-changemaker-hemang/
https://www.thehindu.com/children/hemang-vellore-of-hyderabad-opts-for-anant-fellowship-for-climate-action/article31832389.ece
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/greta-thunberg-facts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/49676291
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leah_Namugerwa


Photo cards



Deepening thinking



Enquiry



Trialling

Photo cards with y4

Engaged

Prompted discussion

Explaining to peers

Needed to have prior knowledge

Needed focus to respond meaningfully

Well selected photos crucial to success



Year 4 responses



Trialling

 Lessons 1&4 with y2

Planning easy to follow

Resources ready to use

Engaging

Recording appropriate

Needed to have prior knowledge

Giving ‘right’ answers



Year 2 responses – lesson 1



Year 2 responses – lesson 3



Moving 

Forward

How to move children away from 
surface level understanding to think 
more deeply about issues?

Have I tried to include too much?!?

Any other suggestions? Comments?


