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WHY WWII PROPAGANDA?



WHY IS IT A PUZZLE?
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MEDIA WAR MATCHING PROJECT

- Publish radio transcripts
- Link propaganda collections
- Demonstrate added value



The ideal

PUBLISHING TRANSCRIPTS

13th November 
1941 - Radio 1

13th November 
1941 - Radio 2

14th November 
1941 - Radio 1

328 1941, 13-17 november



RADIO II van 27 Juli 1940 12.45 uur. -C^az- 

/ct'/jövjöÓxxaÖ £xaz. ttvu J^^JCA^Lou^cL/t- L/ 

vG. Het besluit van de Britsehe regeering om 

ijlffings 12 munitie fabrieken in Canada te 

bouwen, wordt toeges

PUBLISHING TRANSCRIPTS

“Radio 2
27th July 1940

The proposed method

NER



● NER - poor retrieval of dates and broadcast names
● Broadcast names too similar
● Dates extremely varied
● Wrote a custom date retrieval algorithm 

PUBLISHING TRANSCRIPTS
The challenges

NIOD Amsterdam, archief 103 Nederlandse 
Radio 5 van Zaterdag 15 November 1941 
VERVOLG CULTUREEL NIEUWS 1^.10 In de 
Haagsclie schouwburg geeft het 
residentietooneel morgen middag een 
avondvoorstelling
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4-6-’44
20 mei 1941
Maandag 20 Dec. ‘42
20 December ‘42
7 DECEMBER 1940.
Zondag 7 September. Vervolg.
Dienstag den 20. August
1/1 2/1941
1.1.’41



PUBLISHING TRANSCRIPTS
Date extraction

RADIO II van 27 Juli 1940 12.45 uur. -C^az- 

/ct'/jövjöÓxxaÖ £xaz. ttvu J^^JCA^Lou^cL/t- L/ 

vG. Het besluit van de Britsehe regeering om 

ijlffings 12 munitie fabrieken in Canada te 

bouwen, wordt toeges

27th July 1940

90-100% accuracy
10-50% coverage

For 62% of missed pages the 
OCR was unreadable for a human

Manual annotation for 3 
complete folders, 100 pages per 
folder for 2 folders per year



PUBLISHING TRANSCRIPTS
The reality



PUBLISHING TRANSCRIPTS
Data/tool criticism



LINKING ITEMS

The challenges - insurmountable

(for now)

Date

Date
Date + content 
(ASR/OCR)

"Man met een man af. 
 Ik beleg en de uit."

https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/tool/resource-viewer?id=2101608150134281231&cid=daan-catalogue-aggr&st=*
https://mediasuite.clariah.nl/tool/resource-viewer?id=2101608150134281231&cid=daan-catalogue-aggr&st=*


ADDED VALUE
Comparison of search results

Number of items containing the word ‘Europa’



ADDED VALUE
Analysis

Top 10 most frequently occurring words before ‘Europa’



FINDINGS & CONCLUSION
Challenges

- Poor source quality
- Large variability in the radio transcripts

… so couldn’t achieve dream of linking it all together

I, Luca Galuzzi, CC BY-SA 2.5



FINDINGS & CONCLUSION
  Achievements

- Transcript collection searchable
- Transcript collection browsable
- Partial dating enables partial linking
- Partial dating enables comparison
- ASR and OCR enable analysis

Lessons learned

- Quality starts with the source
- Data/tool criticism vital
- Cooperation between data engineers and 

historical experts essential!
Niklassletteland, CC BY-SA 3.0


