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Quick Overview of IIIF



The Chances Offered by IIIF

{scheme}://{server}{/prefix}/{identifier}/{region}/{size}/{rotation}/{quality}.{format}

              
Fig 1: The IIIF-Parameters and what they do with the image data. 
https://iiif.io/api/image/1.0/images/iiif-order.png

In this example, 45 degrees rotated and in 50% size and decimated to only grayscale, 
http://www.example.org/image-service/abcd1234/full/pct:50/45/gray.jpg 



Brief demo iiif/mirador

https://mirador-dev.netlify.app/__tests__/integration/mirador/
https://mirador-dev.netlify.app/__tests__/integration/mirador/


Limits and Concerns

 Quality of Digital Representations 
Dependent on original scans or photographs.
IIIF is a framework, not a guarantee of image quality.

Technical Barriers
Institutions need the technical expertise to set up and maintain IIIF servers.
Some older institutions may struggle with the transition.

Potential for Misrepresentation
Digital enhancements can sometimes alter the perception of an artwork.
The balance between digitization for accessibility and the true representation of art.

Dependence on Community Adoption
The potential of IIIF is vast, but its true power lies in widespread adoption.
Challenges in getting global institutions on board.



Source: 
https://iipimage.sourceforge.io/documentation/images

Outlook: Alternative to JPEG2000 - Tiled Pyramid TIFF



Advantages:
Standardized URL structure: Allows users to specify image resolution, region and format directly.
Flexibility: Full implementation of the IIIF specification offers extensive options.
Simplicity: Clearly defined structure for providers and users to systematically reference images.

Disadvantages:
Color management: IIIF currently does not support color management, which can lead to 
limitations in color reproduction.
Outdated grey values: The integration of older grey values can lead to less accurate rendering.
Technical Barriers: to harness the potential of IIIF, significant technical expertise is necessary.

Conclusion: 
While IIIF offers many strengths, especially in the area of flexibility and systematization, there are 
areas that need further improvement.

Thank you for your attention!


