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Programme 
13:00 - 13:30 Welcome & Introduction Round

13:30 - 14:00 Introduction to Making Qualitative Data Reusable

14:00 - 14:30 Planning a study with reuse in mind 

14:30 - 14:45 Break

14:45 - 15:00 Open tools for processing and analysis

15:00 - 15:30 How to publish data for reuse

15:30 - 16:00 Q&A & Wrap up



Welcome & Introduction Round



DANS

Offers data publishing and 
archiving services for individual 

researchers and institutes

Offers advice and training on 
Research Data Management (RDM), 

FAIR data and Open Science 

Dutch national centre of expertise & repository for research data



DANS Data Station
● Domain-specific data publishing and archiving service for researchers
● Making use of Dataverse technology 
● DANS manages the technical infrastructure 
● DANS manages the curation of the data 
● Long term storage in our Vault 
● CoreTrustSeal certified 



DataverseNL 
● Repository service for institutions (archiving & publishing)
● Making use of Dataverse technology 
● DANS manages the technical infrastructure 
● Institutes manage the curation of the data 
● Long term storage in our Vault 
● CTS certification can be done by institutes individually

https://dataverse.nl/



CESSDA provides large-scale, integrated and sustainable data services to 
the social sciences community, including

• A Data Discovery Portal

• Data Management Training

• Controlled Vocabulary Services

DANS is the Service Provider for the Netherlands

Consortium of European Social Science Data Archives 

https://www.cessda.eu/

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/
https://thesauri.cessda.eu/


Making Qualitative Data Reusable



As open as possible as closed as necessary
Following the Open Science principles you want to publish  Open Access where possible



As open as possible as closed as necessary
Following the Open Science principles you want to publish  Open Access where possible

Why would that not be possible?

○ Personal data

○ Sensitive information 

Images CC-BY-SA https://dmeg.cessda.eu/ 

https://dmeg.cessda.eu/


When working with personal data 
Common recommendations

→ Gather informed consent (to share data) beforehand

→ Minimize the amount of personal data you collect 

→ De-identify your data
○ Remove personal information
○ Anonymize or pseudonymise data



The challenges of qualitative data 

Qualitative data refers to 
information that is not 

gathered in numerical form, 
but rather

describes qualities or 
characteristics.

Image CC-BY-SA https://dmeg.cessda.eu/ 

https://dmeg.cessda.eu/


The challenges of qualitative data 
Data which is hard to anonymise or pseudonymise!

• You lose contextual information

• Qualitative aspects are what you want to study

A lot of existing guidance applies to quantitative data 

→ More guidance needed!

Image CC-BY-SA https://dmeg.cessda.eu/ 

Qualitative data refers to 
information that is not 

gathered in numerical form, 
but rather

describes qualities or 
characteristics.

https://dmeg.cessda.eu/


Archiving and publishing of qualitative data 



Support tailored to qualitative data (e.g. interviews)

ohsmart.datastations.nl



Making qualitative data reusable - Report
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160880 



Planning Your Project
• Create a Data Management Plan (DMP) with reusability in mind 

• Prepare your Informed Consents form well to include data sharing

• Consider best practices on file and folder naming to manage your data

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160880 



Processing Your Data
• Consider if you can use open source software to process your data

• Work with open file formats wherever possible

• Consider the best techniques to de-identify your dataset 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160880 



Archiving and Publishing Your Data
• Select a Trustworthy Digital Repository (TDR)

• Follow the TDR’s advice on data documentation and metadata 

• Use open file formats wherever possible

→ Decide whether your data can be published open or under restricted access 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160880 



Making qualitative data reusable - Decision Tree 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 



Time For Questions



Planning a study with reuse in mind



Qualitative dataset
• To apply what you learn directly to data

• Use a dataset you brought yourself, or:
1. AM Damen, 2022, "Palliatief Landelijk Onderzoek Eerstelijns 

Geestelijke verzorging (PLOEG) deelproject 3: 'Integratie GV eerste lijn 
vanuit 3 multidisciplinaire praktijken'", 
https://doi.org/10.17026/dans-xat-kj3c, DANS Data Station Life 
Sciences, V2

2. Stigter, Sanneke; Hatem, Amr; Mavroudis, Orestis, 2024, "Interview: 
My Bundgaard on Robert Rauschenberg's Mud Muse", 
https://doi.org/10.17026/SS/8RLLMN, DANS Data Station Social 
Sciences and Humanities, V1

https://doi.org/10.17026/dans-xat-kj3c
https://doi.org/10.17026/SS/8RLLMN


Informed consent
• Not only for participation in the study, but also for the archiving and sharing of the data

○ Consider in advance what data sharing you want to facilitate!
■ Purposes or role of reuser
■ Which parts of the data for which use (granular consent)
■ Anonymisation

• Sensitive data → GDPR
○ Art. 7 > Conditions for Informed Consent
○ Ch. 3 > Rights of the data subject

You can obtain consent for sharing non-anonymised data, 
but it is still not always recommended to do so



Templates

University of Oxford | CESSDA DMEG | 
Utrecht University (2) | TU Delft

https://researchsupport.admin.ox.ac.uk/governance/ethics/resources/consent#collapse1670841
https://dmeg.cessda.eu/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Informed-consent
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/research-data-management/guides/legal-considerations/how-to-write-an-informed-consent-form#:~:text=Sensitive%20data%20can%20legally%20be,exists%20or%20is%20not%20practical.
https://utrechtuniversity.github.io/dataprivacyhandbook/informed-consent-forms.html
https://filelist.tudelft.nl/TUDelft/Over_TU_Delft/Strategie/Integriteitsbeleid/5_ICTG-Informed%20Consent%20templates%20and%20guide.docx


Deidentification of data
• To increase possibilities of data sharing and reuse

• Anonymous - data cannot be re-identified and is no longer considered 
personal/sensitive

• Pseudonymised -  re-identification of the data remains possible (e.g., due to key that 
links person to data)

• Planning for data reuse 
○ data minimisation
○ creating anonymisation pipeline
○ granular consent

Guides, tips & tricks: FSD | UKDA | CESSDA | Erasmus University 

https://www.fsd.tuni.fi/en/services/data-management-guidelines/anonymisation-and-identifiers/#anonymising-qualitative-data
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/format-your-data/transcription/
https://dmeg.cessda.eu/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/5.-Protect/Anonymisation
https://www.eur.nl/en/research/research-services/research-data-management/anonymisation-research-data/qualitative-data


Mini-exercise
Consider your dataset

• What data does/did the study generate?

• What questions and/or information would you put on your consent form to allow 
maximum data reuse?

• Consider granular consent, the exact data that would be shared, the purposes, etc.



File formats
• Balance between open formats and proprietary community standards

• Preferred file formats (DANS)

• Depositing the same data in multiple formats

Open Proprietary community-standard

+ long-term sustainability (migration)
+ accessible to all without software installation
- if converted from proprietary format, information could be 

lost

+ generally used and understood in the community
+ no risk of information loss due to conversion
- risk of poor long-term sustainability (no migration, 

software updates, obsolescence)
- not/less accessible to other potential future users

https://dans.knaw.nl/en/file-formats/


Mini-exercise
Consider your dataset

• Which file formats are used in the deposit? Are they preferred (for that repository)?

• Could you replace/add other file formats to improve reusability of the dataset?

• Consider discipline-specific standards, long term preservation, and reuse outside of the 
original domain



Time For Questions



Break



Open tools for processing and analysis



Open tools for transcription
CLARIAH tools - Catalogue of tools and services 
for different purposes. ASR (Automatic Speech 
Recognition) tools in different languages and 
based on different scripts/softwares Python packages - Open and 

flexible, but require some 
programming knowledge

oTranscribe - Supporting tool for transcribing 
manually. Files stay local so no data risk. 
Multiple languages for the interface.

https://tools.clariah.nl/services/
https://realpython.com/python-speech-recognition/
https://otranscribe.com/


Open tools for annotation
ELAN - free annotation tool for audio and video 
recordings developed by The Language Archive 
from the Max Planck Institute for 
Psycholinguistics. Open GPL3 license. Taguette -  Free and open-source 

tool to support manual processing of 
text. Work locally for data security.

Hypothes.is or ATI - for annotating literature 
/ publications in pdf format. Can be 
collaborative. 

https://archive.mpi.nl/tla/elan
https://www.taguette.org/
https://web.hypothes.is/
https://qdr.syr.edu/ati


Open tools for anonymisation/pseudonymisation
anonymoUUs - Python package, MIT license. 
Runs through entire file tree to replace 
information with pseudo-IDs.

UKDA anonymisation helper - MS 
Word add-on. Does not change data, 
but highlights identifiable 
information to be considered 
manually.

Textwash and FAMTAFOS - Automatic 
identification and replacement of identifiable 
data. GPL3 license. 

https://github.com/UtrechtUniversity/anonymouus
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/anonymisation/anonymising-qualitative-data/
https://github.com/maximilianmozes/textwash


Let’s put them to the test!



We created a mini experiment*
● We recorded a short audio fragment

● Script with various kinds of identifying information 

*Full text script, data, description and results of our mini-experiment are available on Zenodo :)



Step 1 From audio to text
● We searched in the CLARIAH Tools Registry
 

https://tools.clariah.nl/services/



Step 1 From audio to text - Results
● We found and tried out two tools

● Audio file formats can be an issue!

● Quality of the output varied 

→ Automatic Speech Recognition Service 

https://github.com/opensource-spraakherkenning-nl/asrservice
https://tools.clariah.nl/asrservice/0.3/ 

https://github.com/opensource-spraakherkenning-nl/asrservice
https://tools.clariah.nl/asrservice/0.3/


Step 1 From audio to text - Resulting text file

https://github.com/opensource-spraakherkenning-nl/asrservice
https://tools.clariah.nl/asrservice/0.3/ 

https://tools.clariah.nl/asrservice/0.3/


Step 2 De-identification - UKDA Tool
● UKDA Text anonymisation Tool

● Word plugin that identifies capital letters

● Easy to install, well described documentation
● Needs MS Word (txt files need to be imported into word). 
● Does not work on Mac for us
● Still lot’s of manual work to do the de-identification
● Language independent theoretically; works on the logic of capital letters for certain words

 

https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/learning-hub/research-data-management/anonymisation/anonymising-qualitative-data/



Step 2 De-identification - UKDA Tool - Results



Step 2 De-identification - Textwash
● Textwash

● Python based tool that replaces identifying information automatically

● At the moment, difficult to run without help if you have limited time
○ We asked help from the author Bennett Kleinberg who ran the analysis for us (Thank you!!!)
○ However: they are constantly improving the Tool and its usability!

● Platform independent (runs on Python)

● Performs the de-identification for you

● Available models for English and Dutch
 

https://github.com/ben-aaron188/textwash



Step 2 De-identification - Textwash - Results



Time For Questions



How to publish data for reuse



Selecting a repository [1] 
● Archive data so it is securely stored for the long term

● Publish (meta)data so the dataset can be found and reused

→ Selecting a Trustworthy Digital Repository 
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Selecting a repository [1] 
● Archive data so it is securely stored for the long term

● Publish (meta)data so the dataset can be found and reused

→ Selecting a Trustworthy Digital Repository 



Selecting a repository [2] 
● Archive data so it is securely stored for the long term

● Publish (meta)data so the dataset can be found and reused

→ Selecting a Trustworthy Digital Repository 
● Your institute may have regulations or recommendations 



Preparing your dataset 
● Prepare your dataset according to the repository guidelines

○ Metadata and Documentation
○ Preferred file formats 

● Available guidance (for qualitative data)
○ CESSDA - Data Management Expert Guide - Documentation and Metadata
○ DANS -  Deposit manual
○ DANS - Preferred file formats 
○ FSD - Processing qualitative data files 

→ Decide whether your data can be published open or under restricted access 

https://dmeg.cessda.eu/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/2.-Organise-Document/Documentation-and-metadata
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/depositing-data-manual/before-depositing_ds/
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/file-formats/
https://www.fsd.tuni.fi/en/services/data-management-guidelines/processing-qualitative-data-files/


Making qualitative data reusable - Decision Tree 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 



Decision tree[1]

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 



Decision tree [restricted access] [open access] [2]

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)



Decision tree [restricted access] [open access] [2]

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 

New guidebook
Braukmann, R., Verburg, M., & Mahabier, 
W. (2024). Guidebook - Depositing 
Restricted Access In The DANS Data 
Stations (1.0). Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10887484



Decision tree [secure environment] [3]

If you are able to allow other 
researchers to reinterpret 
and/or analyse your data 

while remaining in full control 
of your data 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)



Decision tree [secure environment] [3]

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/40621eb014

If you are able to allow other 
researchers to reinterpret 
and/or analyse your data 

while remaining in full control 
of your data 



Decision tree [metadata only][5] 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8160890 

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

Personal data

Anonymisation

Consent

Sensitive data (non-personal data)

If you are NOT able to allow 
other researchers to 

reinterpret and/or analyse 
your data while remaining in 

full control of your data  



Guidebook on Restricted Access 
● Recently published to provide additional guidance

● Focus on depositing in the DANS Data Station SSH
○ Access categories and licences we offer
○ Metadata fields around access information  

● Does include general guidance 
○ Tips on selecting the right access for your dataset
○ Tips on what information to document
○ Template for a Data Access Protocol 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10887484



Prepare a Data Access Protocol 
● DAP template takes you through all the questions to consider when restricting access

○ Do you allow
■ use beyond research?
■ commercial use?
■ educational use? 
■ use outside of Europe?

○ Do you require a motivation for reuse? How is it evaluated?
○ Who is responsible to evaluate requests? How is this organized now and in the future?

● Preparing this well makes it easier for you to manage access 

● Researchers who want to reuse data can better evaluate if they are allowed to

Download DAP template: 
https:/doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10887571 

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10887571


Q&A & Wrap Up



Contributors
Making Qualitative Data Reusable
● Widia Mahabier - DANS
● Jetze Touber – DANS 
● Samantha Willemsen – DANS 
● Hans Berends - VU
● Eric Haynes – VU
● Kacana Khadjavi Pour – VU
● Fleur Deken - VU

Questions?



DANS is an institute of KNAW and NWO
Dutch national centre of expertise and repository for research data

Thank you for your attention
Visit our website www.dans.knaw.nl

And follow us online

LinkedIn @DANS

Mastodon @DANS_knaw_nwo

X @DANS_knaw_nwo

Please fill out 
the evaluation 

form


