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Background 

 

LimeSurvey is the most popular open source web survey tool. It is used by institutions worldwide for collecting 

survey data. Colectica is a web based data and metadata archiving and publication tool. Colectica is used by 

institutions worldwide to publish their survey data in a structured format. 

To enable the efficient reuse, referencing and documentation of high quality survey questions, the 

ImportQuestionFromColectica plugin was developed for LimeSurvey by ACSPRI as part of the IRISS project. 

This plugin allows for administrators of LimeSurvey system to integrate with a Colectica repository,  which 

allows LimeSurvey users to search or browse the repository in the LimeSurvey interface and create questions 

based on existing published survey questionnaires. 

Usage 

 

The ImportQuestionFromColectica plugin needs to be installed and configured by the LimeSurvey system 

administrator. Please follow the instructions in the README to do this. 

Once the plugin is installed and configured, your users can follow the steps below to import questions from the 

Colectica repository. 

https://www.limesurvey.org/
https://www.colectica.com/
https://github.com/adamzammit/ImportQuestionFromColectica
https://www.acspri.org.au/
https://ausiriss.org.au/
https://github.com/adamzammit/ImportQuestionFromColectica
https://github.com/adamzammit/ImportQuestionFromColectica/blob/main/README.md
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Importing a question/questions – Step 1 

 

Once installed, users can use the familiar LimeSurvey interface to add questions to their questionnaire. In the LimeSurvey question editor (structure) page, choose 

to add a new question by clicking the “Add question” button. 
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Importing – Choose Import from Colectica plugin 

 

Next, click on the “Import from Colectica” button. If this button doesn’t appear, the plugin is not installed or configured correctly. 
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Importing – Browse or search 

Here you have two options – either choose a questionnaire to browse the questions contained in it (1), or choose a search query and click on “Search Colectica” (2) 
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Importing – Selecting questions and question group 

First select the question or questions you wish to import by “ctrl” clicking the questions from the selection box. Then select which LimeSurvey group you want the 

questions in. Then click on the “Import question(s)” button. You can follow this import process multiple times, so you could choose to import sets of questions 

group by group, or import all required questions into one LimeSurvey group, and then use the LimeSurvey interface to rearrange them later. 
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Importing – imported question view 

Here is what the question looks like in LimeSurvey once imported. Note the “Question source URL” which is a reference to the question in the Colectica 

repository. Besides this source URL, the question is a regular LimeSurvey question object and can be edited / manipulated as normal in LimeSurvey. 
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Importing – preview question view 

Here is what the question looks like previewed as a respondent once imported. 
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Source URL 

The source URL refers back to the Colectia repository. This shows the complete reference cycle. The source URL will become part of the questionnaire metadata 

in LimeSurvey, and available to export as part of the LimeSurvey metadata file. 

 


