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Agroforestry policy in Europe: current status and future prospects 
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Agroforestry is one of the most prominent tools to make easy the transition of European 
agricultural and forestry farms to more sustainable land use systems such as agroforestry. 
The extent of agroforestry in Europe is 19.5 million of hectares, of which 85% is allocated 
to silvopastoralism mainly associated to European Southern countries but also present in 
some Eastern countries. Silvopasture is associated to the improvement of livestock farming 
systems providing feed in a more sustainable way while increasing the multiple ouputs pro-
duction from the same unit of land, therefore improving rural development. The current share 
of silvopastoralism in the EU is the 10% of the permanent grasslands which shows the huge 
potential that this land use has. The second most important agroforestry systems are the 
homegardens which represents the 8.3% of agroforestry lands and occupy around 8.65% of 
the land allocated to homegardens. Forest farming is not inventoried at all, while silvoarable 
only occupies almost half a million hectares and less than 1% of the arable land. Europe fos-
ters agroforestry mostly through the Rural Development programs with more than 383 and 
467 measures fostering agroforestry in one way or another in the previous CAP (2007-2013) 
and current CAP (2014-2020). Future measures should be fostered through the CAP Strategic 
plans developed at country level.

Keywords: policy, silvopasture, homegardens, silvoarable, forest farming.

References:

1. Mosquera-Losada MR, Santiago-Freijanes JJ, Rois M, Moreno G, den Herder M, Aldrey JA, 
Ferreiro-Domí


