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Italian Union Catalogue of Serials
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ACNP :  a national union catalogue of Italian and international serials, both print and 

electronic, throughout Italy.

IT IS FOURTHY BUT IT DOESN’T’ SHOW IT!

ACNP was created in 1972 as a project of the National Research Council (CNR) and it is now 

managed by the University of Bologna and CNR itself.

The Catalogue is 

updated online by each 

library and includes all 

subject areas. 
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Italian Union Catalogue of Serials

In the 1990s ACNP acquired and then 

stored the entire serials database from 

the ISSN International Centre.

ACNP allows to:

• know the bibliographic data of Italian and international periodicals (both 

print and electronic)

• locate the periodicals owned by Italian libraries in the Catalogue   
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Birth: 2001 Library of the Area of CNR in

Bologna

NILDE is a web-based application for

the service of Document Supply and

Inter-Library Loan around which a

community of libraries is formed and share

their bibliographic resources in the spirit of

reciprocal collaboration prevalently in a free

manner.

NILDE allows to :

• manage in an automated way the

procedures linked to Document

Supply and Inter-Library Loan (DS-

ILL)

• manage the consignment of the

documents electronically across a

secure web interface with a

dedicated server, or by means of fax or

ordinary mail, in compliance with the

permitted uses

https://nilde.bo.cnr.it/
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• offer to the end user a personalized service of DD. It 
use OpenURL protocol, to get the automatic 
compilation of bibliographic citations into the 
NILDE request form

• provide various updated reports of the exchanges
carried out between the libraries

• obtain automatically the quality indicators “fill-rate” 
and “turnaround time” informations

• partecipate in a network based on the sharing of 
good practices, of tools and of policies for DD-ILL



ACNP
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NILDE
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NILDE: more articles in less time !!!
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Models of Functioning and Financing
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No public funding dedicated to the two systems

The model permits memebership to the services by paying an annual

fee calculated in proportion to the number of participating
libraries/institutions

Administrative costs, maintenance, technological developments, 
equipments are therefore supported by  member libraries/ 
institutions

acnp and
nilde annual

fees

acnp and
nilde annual

fees



• From 2002 ACNP and NILDE has been collaborating and integrating their

services and policies.
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Two integrated services
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Two integrated services
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ACNP / NILDE give discounts

(10%) in the annual fees to the

libraries which subscribe to
both services.

Two integrated services
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Two integrated services

Social meetings and educational workshops contribute to strengthen the 

projects and the sense of community.

In fact ACNP / NILDE can be considered a real ecosystem. Libraries and librarians 

collaborate with each other in an interconnected manner, providing end users with 

increasingly sophisticated and dynamic services. This ecosystem, an open system, 

makes its services available to the wider environment of scientific research and want 

to be one of the main actor in the scientific information system.
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From 2000  ACNP and NILDE have been supporting networks and different 

projects for library cooperation. 

They enhance library cooperation by giving the users the possibility to make 

their services more integrated. 

They  provide more visibility to these  resources  thereby  making them more 

accessible.  

ACNP and NILDE in the Italian context  



How Italian Astronomical Libraries use 
ACNP and NILDE
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At the birth of INAF (2001),  most of the 

Italian Astronomical Libraries have been 

using  ACNP and have had entered all their 

holdings into ACNP ASTRONOMICO (Italian 

Astronomy Libraries Serials Catalogue). 

The “history” of the relationship between IAL

and NILDE is similar to that with ACNP.

At the beginning every single library

subscribed to NILDE separately, then, after

the birth of INAF- Historical Archives and

Library Service, IAL subscribed to NILDE as

an unique institution.



Global NILDE exchanges in IAL
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Articles/part of books supplied
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Articles/part of books requested
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Nilde/ads and end user : automatic compilation of 

bibliographic citations into the NILDE request form …

LISA VII, Naples  17 -20 June 2014



LISA VII, Naples  17 -20 June 2014



LISA VII, Naples  17 -20 June 2014



LISA VII, Naples  17 -20 June 2014

Benefits = makes life easier for the end user and for the librarian



Conclusions
• ACNP and NILDE make accessible and visible the holdings of IAL to all the other 

libraries.

• Among IAL, they are the most important channels for requesting DD of non-
astronomical subjects (Physics, Geophysics). They allow libraries to locate and furnish 
information not easily accessible to the astronomers. For astronomical papers, the 
primary sources that fulfill the needs of the astronomers are the web resources: ADS, 

(NILDE help : OpenURL)  and  arXiv.org.

• NILDE is  a  valuable  tool for journal subscription renewal and cancellation. 
Through the reports generated by NILDE, it is possible to know qualitative informations
about the exchanges made by each single IAL and of INAF as a whole. A function that 
allows for the analysis of trends in sharing resources and for planning for the 
future.

• Finally, they represent a means for the collaboration and for sharing resources 
between libraries.
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Thanks for your attention !
Francesca Brunetti

france@arcetri.astro.it
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